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About tri-Pride 
tri-Pride is the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Queer (LGBTQ) pride celebration in Cambridge, 
Kitchener, Waterloo and area in Ontario, Canada. tri-
Pride Community Association Inc. is a registered not-for-profit 
organization working closely with local charities, community groups, businesses and 
individuals. We’re dedicated to presenting an annual venue where families in our 
community who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, and Queer (LGBTQ) and 
those affected by LGBTQ issues can celebrate their proud lives and diversity in an 
atmosphere of acceptance and safety for all. 

 
tri-Pride has been operating for more than fourteen years in close concert with local 
charitable and non-profit organizations, businesses, government, volunteers and more. 
Our pride celebration hosts more than 4,000 people, enlists more than 100 volunteers, 
and encourages the entire community to participate! 

 

What we do 
 
tri-Pride Annual Outdoor Festival 
• Saturday, June 6th, 2009 
• Live entertainment 
• A vendors market 
• Community group and information display 

tables 
• A Community BBQ 
• Children’s area 
• A licensed area 
 
A week of Pride Events leading up to the Annual Festival 
• Municipal displays 
• Lesbo Bingo 
• Miss tri-Pride Competition and Coronation 
• GLOW Bonfire at Columbia Lake  
• Cliterature  
• Yuk Yuks Comedy Night 
• Kings and Queens Night 
• Dinner at the New Dundee 

Emporium 
• LaCage Drag Cabaret 
 
LGBTQ publications 
• Pride Pages newsletter periodical 
• tri-Pride Guide 
• LGBTQ Business Directory 
• www.tri-Pride.ca 
• e-communications 
• Find us on Facebook! 
 
… and much more! 

www.tri-Pride.ca 
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A Great Big Thank You 
Thanks first off to all the people who’ve participated in making tri-Pride and its 
precursors a reality in the past. It isn’t said enough and there aren’t enough words to 
say it. Thanks to all of our partners in creating tri-Pride - the sponsors, the 
advertisers, the event patrons, the event holders, the talented entertainers, the 
businesses, the silent auction donors, the volunteers, the municipal officials, and so 
very many more.  
 
Thanks to Michael, Steve, Steve, Shelley, Thom, Darlis, Lisa, Alex and Deb 
for the mountains of work, irony, laughter, camaraderie, gall, blood, sweat, tears, and 
tenacity that make it all worthwhile. Thanks to Brad and Drew, for tenacity, 
creativity, unwavering support, and spirit but most of all for fierceness. 
Thanks to Fran and Cheryl and the team for years of unquestioning support, 
keeping us well-libated and most of all for a sense of place. Thanks to Annie and 
Duffy for putting us all up, with a smile, for like, 20 years - older than pride! Thanks, 
Jack, for pulling the comedians out of your wazoo at the last minute. Best save ever! 
Thanks to Randall for sorting out the money. Money, what money!? Nevertheless. 
Thanks Charlena, for good advice, serenity and sharing with us and as ever, for 
being the sexiest singer to grace a stage in these parts. Thanks to Dookie for the 
*best performer bio ever* and understanding when the red jellybeans were sooooo 
sticky. Thanks to Cathy for coming out of semi-retirement, for sharing the story of 
the one CD sold, just for bloody well being herself and supporting tri-Pride. Thanks to 
the Laurier girls with the great Kinky Boots, to Lyn, Cathy and Kim for insight, 
great discussion and fun. Thanks to Cedric and Steph for the techy hookup. Thanks 
to Evie and the boys for always being there, time and again, no matter what. Thanks 
to our photographers, who capture us at our best. Thanks to the Princess 
Cinema for the willingness to support us again and again. Thanks to Shelley for not 
just doing tri-Pride but doing everything else too… who but Shelley can pull off 
Cliterature? Clearly an original and huge community asset [don’t go anywhere or 
we’re all screwed]. Thanks to Jan and Adam who hardly even looked and knew we 
were a show-in. Thanks to Eunice and Joe who wanted it almost as badly as we did. 
Thanks to Rich and the team for making colour possible for the organization that 
rests on rainbows. Thanks to Dave who got all career-oriented [Jamaica, whatever] 
and couldn’t continue but there’s still a lot of love and couldn’t have done it without 
you. Yeah, he knows. Thanks, Carl, for helping us redefine ‘special privilege’ -  40 feet 
length of it. Put that in your pipe and smoke it. Thanks to Brenda for the sweet free 
tickets :* - love you. Thanks Lin for being first to clap and first to flag. Just awesome. 
Thanks to Mark and Denny for playing host and my God, for the fresh looks. Fresh! 
Thanks to Don and Brian and Julie - the only people crazier than the tri-Pride 
board. Thanks to the many talented people who never charged tri-Pride a dime but 
gave so graciously of their time. 
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www.tri-Pride.ca 

 
tri-Pride is the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) pride celebration 
in Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo and area in Ontario, Canada. A day our community has 
fun and generates awareness with friends, family and allies.  

 

tri-Pride Community Association Inc. 
105-67 King Street East  
Kitchener Ontario Canada N2G 2K4 (mailing address only) 
info@tri-Pride.ca 
www.tri-Pride.ca 

 

Printed by Stride Print, Printed in Canada 
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Waterloo Region Gay Straight 
Alliance 
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=506076
9726 

 
Women's Crisis Services of 
Waterloo Region/Haven House 
www.wcswr.org   

 
WOODS Women Out Of Doors 
Socially 

woodswimmin@yahoo.ca  
 
WPIRG The Waterloo Public 
Interest Research Group 
www.wpirg.org  

 

 

 

 
Not listed here? Quit griping! If you’re a 
non-profit or charitable group serving 
the LGBTQ community, we want to hear 
from you.  

 

Drop us a line at  
info@tri-Pride.ca and you could be 
included in our information in future. 
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AIDS Committee of Cambridge, 
Kitchener, Waterloo & Area 
www.acckwa.com   

 

Bi Ways of Life 

Karen biwaysoflife@execulink.com   

Roy 519-650-8171 
 
First Unitarian Congregation of  
Waterloo  

www.waterloo.unitarians.ca   
 
WLU Rainbow Centre 
www.mylaurier.ca/rainbow   

 
GLOW The Queer and Questioning 
Community Centre, at the University of 
Waterloo 

www.glow.uwaterloo.ca   
 
Grand River Rainbow Community Centre 
www.grandriverrainbow.ca   

 

Guelph Pride 

www.guelphpride.outontheshelf.ca  

 
HOWL Hanging Out With Lesbians 
howlgroup@hotmail.com  

 
KW Sexual Assault Support  Centre 
www.kwsasc.org   
 
KW Friends of Dorothy Bowling  
www.kwfriendsofdorothy.ca   

KW Poly(-amorous) Folk  

groups.yahoo.com/groups/kwpolyfolk   

 
KW Rainbow Women's Soccer  
www.rainbowwomenssoccer.org  

 
LGBTQ Youth Group 
www.acckwa.com/youthgroup.htm   

 
OK2BMe Youth Group 
www.ok2bme.ca    

 
OOTS Out On The Shelf            
www.outontheshelf.ca  

 
PFLAG Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays 
www.pflag.ca   

 
Rainbow Chorus of Waterloo-Wellington 
County 
www.rainbowchorus.ca 

 
The Rainbow List  
listserv.thinkers.org/mailman/listinfo/rainbow  

 

Region of Waterloo Public Health 

www.region.waterloo.on.ca  

 
Torchlight Gender Support 
www.raptor.golden.net/~kcr/tgs/ 

 

LGBTQ Community Resources in Waterloo Region 
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Steve Dickson Steve Lill 

Michael Lisetto-Smith Shelley Secrett Thom Ryan 

Alex Chunaco 

Lisa McKay 

Deb Gollnick Darlis Brown 

tri-Pride  2009 

Board of Directors 

Welcome! 
We couldn’t possibly be more excited about this year’s tri-Pride. 
We’ve been hard at work putting it together. Through past      
success and your support, we were able to land not just one but 
three headline acts for our outdoor festival, pack more local talent 
into the day, and still attract a few sights of interest to perform for 
us here from the big smoke. And we’ve added even more great 
events to our roster for tri-Pride week. 

 
Why do we do it all? We’re not fighting for civil liberties like we 
used to. LGBTQ are in the mainstream media every day. We and 
our civil rights are protected. We’re done. We won. Is it still      
relevant to do all this work, just to get together for one week, for 
one day, and do our thing? Our challenges have changed. LGBTQ 
youth remain at risk. For perhaps the first time, more mature  
people can be ‘out’. Deep-seated homophobia remains. There are 
still civil liberties denied at home and particularly abroad, we must 
be steadfast about them. 

 
In these tough economic times, more than ever, we wanted to give 
diverse families a chance to forget their worries, celebrate, and 
remember we’re all a part of a broader tapestry. It’s still the one 
time a year the LGBTQ community comes together, from across 
all of our diverse tribes. What do we have to celebrate?  Our  
cultural diversity, our shared human experience, and our pride. 
And let’s not forget - it’s fun. Pride is what you make of it.  

 

Come out, join us, bask in the glow. It’s our tri-Pride! 
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2003 ”Tribes" was headlined by Canadian music icon and legend, 
Carole Pope, and also hosted a display and closing ceremonies of The 
Canadian AIDS Memorial Quilt.  

 
2004 "Evolution: a brand new universe" recognized 
new-found gay and lesbian rights with the legalization 
of gay marriage. New events for Pride Week included 
a bowling tournament, LESBO Bingo, and added a kids 
area. 

 
2005 "Decades" celebrated our 10th anniversary With over 3,000 
people in attendance and a stellar stage line-up headlined by Ashley 
MacIsaac!  Guelph Pride emerges as its own organization, and so once 
again tri-Pride changes to a new logo to reflect the 
new geography. 

 
2006 "Wave of Acceptance" hosted a Silent Auction, 
BBQ, Vendors Garden and Beer Garden. The line-up 
included Ember Swift, Dr Draw, Stutter, Charlena 
Russell, Mary5e, Greg Upshaw and WombBoom! 
 
2007 tri-Pride went dark, and simply didn’t happen this year. Was it a 
symptom of success for so many years? Had Pride become obsolete?   
 
2008 “Growing Stronger, Together” marked the triumphant return of 
tri-Pride. Kelly and the Kellygirls, Charlena Russell, S&M, Kate & Moxy, 
Ote’A Tane and Miss Drew and crew headlined.  
 
2009 Headlining with Levi Kreis, Faith Nolan, and Nancy (Nann) 
Rancourt, tri-Pride’s “Unity in Diversity” also features local LGBTQ 
talent Charlena Russell, Doug (Dookie) Spence, Cathy Drown, Miss 
Drew and crew, and much more. Roos Island features live 
entertainment, BBQ, a huge licensed area, silent auction, vendors tables, 
community tables, TD Canada Trust Kids Zone and more. A week of 
events including the Miss tri-Pride Pageant, 6th Annual Lesbo Bingo, 
GLOW Columbia Lake Bonfire, afterparties at Club Renaissance and 
The Robin’s Nest, a film screening, and more! 
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A Brief History of tri-Pride 
 
1995 With such limited time for publicizing the event, it was 
astonishing that 86 people showed up to the first Pride event. 
Held in the Kitchener City Hall rotunda, it was the first Pride 
celebration organized by the pioneering 
Regional Pride Committee (RPC), affiliated 
with The Rainbow Community Centre. 

 
1996 The second Regional Pride Celebration, "Triangle Unity 
'96", was attended by 221 people in the Rotunda, featuring 
local LGBTQ talent and personalities. 

 
1997 A significant step forward over the previous year's 
celebration, there were several sponsors, and the newly name 
d Waterloo-Wellington Region Pride was outgrowing the 
space! 

 
1998 Pride Celebrations moved outdoors - Pride’s "Out-'98" 
was held in Kitchener's Victoria Park by the clock tower and 
the RPC rebranded itself to ‘tri-Pride” to reflect the three 
communities involved. 

 
1999 "Rock the Island! Celebrate Diversity" moved Pride 
onto Roos Island, and was attended by over 500 people.  

 
2000 Once again Waterloo-Wellington Pride “Yours to 
Discover” was held on Roos Island with great success. 

 
2001 "Imagine: Be A Dreamer" featured a beer garden, BBQ, 
music, various entertainers and lots of information tables. 

 
2002 "There's No Place Like Home!" boasted an art show, 
community dance, workshops and outdoor festival on Roos 
Island with about 2,000 people; in addition, Pride incorporated 
to become tri-Pride Community Association Inc., marking a 
return to the tri-Pride brand. 
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With thanks to our tri-Pride 2009 Presenting Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And to our 2009 Pride Partners 
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Dookie 
This is the story of the ever elusive Dookie, on 
and off again rawkstar, composer, singer-
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and pop    
culturist. Raised by wolves in the wilds of 
Northern Ontario he chose  music as his voice 
and eventually migrated south landing in K-W. 
Having been classically trained he realized that 
the real money in music was not playing violin 
with symphony orchestras but was busking on 
street corners and     outside beer stores and 
eventually joined such hit and chart busting 
bands as The      Result, Finnegans Tongue 
(formerly War Wagon), and Closed Caption. 
Eventually, tiring of driving around in a van full 
of smelly band mates, equipment, and dirty 
socks, Dookie slid into semi-retirement to 
avoid paparazzi and mobs of teenage fans, and  
limited himself to studio work with bands such 

as Cap Gun, Tacomma Redd, Jason Wilcox, and various other Canadian artists. 
Dookie makes his comeback at tri-Pride this year, to unleash the inner rawkstar again 
and to share his wacky ass covers and 80’s inspired originals back on the world. 
Watch for him to be playing at a campfire, barmitzvah, or wedding near you soon. 

OTE'A TANE (o-teh-ah tah-neh) 
is an all male performance troupe that preserves and 
celebrates the ancient tradition of male Hawai'ian 
and Polynesian dance.  
 
Based in Toronto, and unique in all of Canada, 
OTE'A TANE is composed of 12 young men who 
are committed to enriching, inspiring, educating and 
entertaining their audiences with a sacred art form 

of male hula that was almost lost forever, but is now experiencing a strong resurgence in 
the islands and throughout the world. OTE'A TANE's repertoire is taken from both the 
traditional and modern, but its message is timeless. It is pure hula danced by men who 
embody the spirit of a long and vigorous past. 
 
OTE'A TANE was founded in 2003 and continues to grow. Classes are weekly and are 
offered for free to any male who wishes to embark on a journey that both challenges and 
rewards in its uniqueness and historical vitality. 
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Sunday May 31 
The Robin’s Nest Tea Dance  
When:    2:30pm  
Where:   Robin’s Nest 
 
“The Life and Times of Harvey 
Milk” - the original  
When:    2:00pm  
Where:   Princess Twin Cinema 
Cost: $10 ($7 for Princess members) 
 
Wednesday June 3 
6th Annual Lesbo Bingo! 
When:    7:00pm 
Where:   Rum Runners Pub 
Cost: $10.00 tickets@ Encore Records 
 
Thursday June 4 
Miss tri-Pride 2009 Pageant 
When:    10:30pm start 
Where:   Club Renaissance 
 
Friday June 5 
GLOW Bon Fire 
When:    8:00pm-11:00pm 
Where:   Columbia Lake Ice Fields 
 
Singing Workshop w/ Faith Nolan  
When:    7:30pm  
Where:   Rum Runners Pub 
 
Club Renaissance Pre-party 
When:    Doors open 9:00pm  
Where:   Club Renaissance 
Cost: $3 cover after 10:00pm 

Saturday June 6 
tri-Pride Outdoor Festival! 
When:    12:00pm-7:00pm  
Where:   Roos Island, Victoria Park 
 
Club Renaissance Afterparty 
When:    Doors open 7:00pm  
Where:    Club Renaissance 
 
Robin’s Nest Afterparty 
When:    Doors open 9:00pm  
Where:   Robin’s Nest  
 
Sunday June 7 
tri-Pride Afterglow Brunch 
When:    11:00am-2:00pm  
Where:   Walper Terrace Café 
Cost:   Buy your own brunch 
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Miss Drew 
Once a novice…NOW A 
QUEEN. Miss Drew A.K.A. Brad-
ley has been showing the fans of 
Kitchener that he is more than 
just "a boy in a dress." Trying to 
capture his dreams, Miss Drew is 
the founder and cast member of 
the infamous show "All that Glit-
ters is Gold" each Thursday at 
Club Renaissance. With his own 
sense of style and creativity, 
Miss Drew has given some of 

drag's most magical moments on and off stage. A grand thank-you to Miss 
Drew as he  MCs the tri-Pride stage show for 2009. 

Miss tri-Pride 
Watch as claws come out, hearts are broken and 
dreams alight anew as the former reigning Miss tri-
Pride begrudgingly but elegantly hands off the    
coveted crown to the newly crowned Miss tri-Pride 
for 2009 in the annual inauguration ceremony. 
Thanks to Miss Madison Divine Hart Glace, Miss tri-
Pride 2008 (seen performing at tri-Pride 2008, left) 
for support and representation throughout the 2008 
year. 
And more! 
Each year, the crème of the crop is featured in the 
best drag performances Waterloo Region has to 
offer. Drag Kings and Queens strut their stuff in an 

effort to out-do one 
another in a dazzling 
and colourful array of 
pageantry at its best. 
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Vendor Village 
Products, services, resources, education from our businesses and 
community organizations. Don’t forget to stop by and get all your 
Pride paraphernalia for the upcoming Pride season—from flags to 
necklaces, to buttons to bumper stickers.   

Community and Social Group Exhibits 
Peruse local LGBTQ community groups and information tables all 
day. Find new friends and new ways to get involved in your 
community. 

TD Canada Trust Kids’ Zone 
Kids play all day. A volunteer-supervised “kids-only” activity centre 
with plenty of fun things to do for the tots. 

Massive Silent Auction 
eBay without the Internet. Bid on an array of fantastic items,  
merchandise, gifts, packaged goods, deals, crafts and more. All 
proceeds to tri-Pride. 

BBQ 
Enjoy lunch, dinner, and great BBQd food throughout the day. 
Something for everyone! 

Licensed Area 
A time-honoured tradition at tri-Pride, serving up ice cold 
beverages and libations to brighten up any day. Hosted by 
your favorite local bartender personalities. 

Live Entertainment Stage 
Check out the complete listing of performers on stage at the 
Roos Island outdoor gazebo throughout the day. 
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Charlena Russell 
 
A powerhouse vocalist and adept multi-
instrumentalist, Charlena Russell uses her     
musical training to create fiery, soulful blues-
rock and haunting, personal electronica. 

 
Famed for her do-it-yourself ethic, she is       
constantly involved in community projects and 
has been performing and promoting shows for 
the last six years. Charlena uses her music to 
address various social, spiritual and political   
issues she feels need attention. 

 
If that’s not enough she recently spearheaded 
her own independent quarterly zine Fox Rock 
Ex-Press which has only begun to stir the grey 
matter of fans and critics alike. Charlena spent 
the summer of 2007 traveling Thailand, Laos, 
Vietnam and Cambodia mostly freestyle     
backpacking until the last three weeks of her 
trip which she spent volunteering with orphans 
across Cambodia and Thailand. 

 
Her experience was beautiful, heart wrenching 
and life altering. Charlena now resides in Owen 
Sound and is beginning plans to record and  
produce her second album. 

 
Never one to rest, Charlena is performing and 
organizing benefit shows to raise money for the 
orphans that have now planted themselves in 
her heart. You can find out more about her 
benefit shows and future performances at 
www.myspace.com/charlenarussell. 

 

www.charlenarussell.com  
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  Entertainment Stage Schedule 

12:00pm 
Drag Performances 

tri-Pride Kickoff 

12:40pm 
40’ Flag Arrives 

tri-Pride organizers 

1:00pm Charlena Russell 

2:00pm Miss tri-Pride Inauguration 

2:25pm Community Awards 

2:45pm Faith Nolan 

3:45pm Ote’a Tane Dancers (first set) 

4:00pm Dookie 

5:00pm Levi Kreis 

6:00pm Nancy (Nann) Rancourt 

7:00pm 
Official Festival Close 

Afterparties begin! 
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Nancy (Nann) Rancourt 
 
NANCY RANCOURT is Canadian Lesbian 
Dance Music Diva ‘Nann’. 
 
Rancourt, Sultry Vocalist with Power Pipes, was 
featured in CURVE MAGAZINE as one of 
‘HOLLYWOOD’S TOP 13 MUST SEE           
PERFORMERS’, and was thrilled to be featured 
in a magazine that often profiles leading women 
such as Sharon Stone, Melissa Etheridge, and 
Ellen DeGeneres. Nancy was also featured in 
Capital XTRA MAGAZINE in the article 
'TORONTO'S NANCY RANCOURT WILL 
MAKE YOU DANCE'. Nancy Rancourt has 
shared the stage and   spotlight with artists such 
as, JOAN JETT, DEBORAH COX, DEBBY 
HOLIDAY, and more.  
 
Nancy Rancourt's single 'RELY ON SIMPLE' 
from her album 'READY OR NOT' is  receiving 
airplay throughout Canada and the U.S.,        
including Toronto’s popular GLBT              
Commercially Radio Station 103.9 PROUD FM 
where she has TOPPED Britney Spears,       
Rihanna, and even Leona Lewis on THE TOP 20 
Chart! It’s no surprise that Rancourt was     
recently awarded a FACTOR Music Grant for 
her talent as a vocalist and songwriter, and was 
also nominated FEMALE ARTIST OF THE 
YEAR, at HMA 2008, with The Male of the Year 
Category Nominees including Brian Melo 
(Canadian Idol Winner). 
 
Publicly ‘OUT’ Lipstick Lesbian ‘NANN’, is a 
FIRECRACKER PERFORMER exuding high   
energy, surprising you with the BIG VOICE 
coming from her pint-sized Barbie Doll figure. 

You just don’t expect it, and then WHAM! That’s Nann. The Nann / Nancy Rancourt 
'Ready or Not' album is now AVAILABLE at CD BABY and on iTUNES!  

www.nancyrancourt.com 
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Levi Kreis 
 
Levi released his debut album “One of the 
Ones” in 2005 following an appearance on 
NBC’s hit reality show The Apprentice with 
Donald Trump. Songs from his debut CD have 
been featured on The Apprentice, Days Of Our 
Lives, and The Young And The Restless. His 
single “We’re Okay” which held the #1 position 
for nine weeks on Mtv’s Logo network. With 
nearly 300 appearances in 2006-07, Levi has 
shared the stage with Quincy Jones, Herbie 
Hancock, Snoop Dog, Farrel, Collective Soul, 
and Cyndi Lauper. 

 
In fall of 2007, Levi took a break from touring 
to become the original cast member in a new 
hit musical called “Million Dollar Quartet”, 
where he     received astounding reviews for his     
portrayal of Jerry Lee Lewis, and went on to 
launch the official national debut at the          
Goodman Theatre in Chicago. 2008 provided a 
record-breaking run, and Levi’s performance 
received enthusiastic praise from The New 
York Times, The Chicago Tribune, The Seattle 
Times, among others. 

 
“Where I Belong” proves that Levi has come 
into his own with a sound nostalgic for his    
gospel roots and southern soul, and promises 
to be the most defined chapter in this young 
prolific singer/songwriters promising career. 
Street date: May 5th 2009. 

www.levikreis.com 
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• access to up to date local and  

 international GLBTIQ news 
 

• a complete list of GLBTIQ 

 events in our area 
 

• a comprehensive health  

 section with large amounts of 
 GLBTIQ specific information 

www.qlinks.ca  
for everything GLBTIQ in Guelph & surrounding area 
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Faith Nolan 
 
Faith Nolan was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia and 
her parents and extended family were coal       
miners in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia of African, 
Miqmaq and Irish heritage. She later grew up in 
Toronto's working-class Cabbagetown.  

 
Faith’s commitment to social justice comes from 
her life experiences and the people she grew up 
with, and she works through the cultural tool of 
music. Her music is her political work, a politics 
firmly rooted in her being working class, a 
woman, African Canadian and queer.  

 
Faith is a singer, songwriter, and guitarist. She has 
performed at Concerts, Music Festivals,        
Conferences, Universities, Rallies, and Women¹s 
Events etc... Using music to bring about social 
change for a fairer and better world. 

 

www.faithnolan.org 

 


