Date: Thu, 20 Jun 1996 10:32:10 -0400

From: David Callander <bearsden@golden.net>
To: pride96@cybervision.kwic.net

Subject: Better Late than Never

Here it is, the rough draft of the MC's script for the evening.
I will bring a hard copy to tonight's meeting, and we can hack and slash.

Triangle Unity Pride Celebration
MC's Introductions and Comments.

(6:50 - Introduction of Rainbow Chorus)

MC 1 - Good evening ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the Triangle
Unity Pride Celebration for 1996! Our opening ceremonies will begin in
about ten minutes. In the meantime we invite you to gather together and
enjoy the sounds of the Rainbow Chorus as they open the evening with three
selections. Nkosi Sikelel' i Afrika, Lay Down your Arms, and Hava Nageela.

(7:00 p.m. - Main introduction and Opening Ceremonies)

MC 1 - The Rainbow Chorus, who will join us for an encore a little later
this evening.

MC 2 - Ladies and Gentlemen, once again, welcome to this year's Pride
Celebration! An event we call Triangle Unity, symbolizing the community
we have built in Guelph, Cambridge and KW, and the need to continually
strengthen that community!

MCl - My name is Dave Callander, host of Out and About Gay Radio.

MC2 - And I'm Donna Kellner,

MCl - We'll be your MC's for an evening of music, fellowship, growth and
celebration! Tonight, through our guest speakers, community groups and
an open forum, we hope to illustrate the many reasons we have to be proud!

(Carl begins his fanfare without introduction. MC's will back sell the number)

MC2_-_Our_opening fanfare_entitled_" ",___composed_ by Carl_Borrowman.
Performed _by - 4 I think_vyou'll_agree_it's_a
fitting way to herald an evenlng of pridé& and celebration. Triangle Unity
marks the second year an organized gathering of our communities has been
held in Kitchener. However, our focus this vear is on bringing together
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people from all corners of our
area. Guelph, Cambridge and K/W mark the points on our community
triangle.

MC 1 - The idea for tonight's event emerged from a different kind of
community. The Rainbow list is and internet mailing list for the gay
lesbian bisexual and transgendered community. Topics discussed range from
the most serious aspects of same sex rights to who saw the two girls kiss
on Deep Space Nine last night. Somewhere along the line, someone on line
said, Toronto Pride is coming up again pretty soon. Should we have our
own celebration again this yvear? Very quickly a group of people interested
in organizing this event found themselves on a separate mailing list, and
then meeting in person, and then booking this space. In a way it was the
need to feel a sense of community that started this whole idea off in the
first place. People trying to feel connected to each other in some way,
even electronically, knew we needed a larger forum to discuss the need for
"community". People in Guelph, Cambridge and K/W should get to know each
other a bit better. We have a vibrant community right here at home. Too
long have we all @& had the "go to Toronto" mentality. Although I will be
at Toronto Pride this weekend. I'm not crazy.

MC 2 - The point is, while a trip down to Toronto may be nice once in a




while, vou shouldn't have to drive 100 kilometers to feel connected with a
commurnity. I think by the turnout tonight it's obvious like minded
individuals live right here at home. So this evening we hope to present
opportunities for you to start new connections, and reasons to build a
prouder life for yourself, right here in your own backyard. The
facilities and community groups are available. Many of them are here
tonight. Take advantage of the information they have gathered together.
Later we will give you an opportunity to share your feelings. Tell us your
coming out story, tell us about a moment when you felt particularly proud,
or just tell us why you thought it was important to be here tonight.

Before we start our open mic session, we'll offer a brief explanation of
the many tables set up in and outside the rotunda. If you have a special
interest, vyou may very well be able to start you own little community.

MC 1 - From the very first planning stages of this event, the topic
"keynote speaker" was always in the forefront. We knew we needed people
who were respected in our communities. Someone well spoken, someone who
would give more than "just a speech'. We were hoping for speakers who
could offer some real insight into why a sense of community is important,
and why we seem to be looking for it now, more than ever. Well, one name
popped to my mind instantly. I thought of someone from my own past, who
had given me some valuable advice when I was trying to figure out why
"girls just weren't doing it for me". Not surprisingly, other members of
the Regional Pride Committee had the exact same person in mind.

Dr. Gary Gibson was raised in the Cambridge area. He has practiced as a
family doctor there for almost 30 years, and is currently Chief of Staff
at Cambridge Memorial Hospital.

His partner of 13 years, Douglas Saunders has a background in psychology
and social work. Currently he is a Senior Manager for the Provincial
Government in Income Maintenance (Toronto Area).

Gary and Doug live openly as a couple in Cambridge, and are well respected
by friends and colleagues alike.

It is my extreme pleasure to introduce them as our keynote speakers for
Triangle Unity.

(Gary and Doug speak. Much applause. Donna takes the Mic.)

MC2 - Thank you Gary and Doug for your proud words. You're a tough act to
follow. After an address like that I'm sure your feeling fired up, the
community spirit is just racing through your veins. Or at the very least
you're ready to go out and make fun of homophobes. Many groups have come
together to tonight to offer you opportunities to further build our
communities. Gay media, support and activism groups, even gay friendly
businesses are all here to show you "just what's out there". Take
advantage of the information they have brought. At the same time you may
be saying, great, but I was hoping to find out if there was a gay
softball team. Or, is there a group of lesbians who'd like to play
soccer. Can the transgendered get together for movie nights? Yes, yes
and yes. If you want it. At the back of the rotunda is a special table we
have set up to facilitate the founding of new gogial groups. If you'd like
to start a team of some kind, or a coffee clutch, or a quilting bee just
write your name down on a sheet as a contact person. Others interested can
then add their names to the sheet, and before you know it, yvou'll have
your own group, suitable for marching in parades and upsetting the
neighbors. Most importantly though, it's another step in making Guelph,
Cambridge and K/W your home.

MCl - On the same table you'll find a sign up sheet for the Rainbow List.
This is an e-mail list where members of the gay lesbian bisexual and

transgendered community discuss their ideas, concerns and whether anyone
has the Chris O'Donnell as Robin Embossed Cereal box. If you have an
e-mail address and would like to participate in this forum, sine up. It's

a great way to stay connected. You'll also find a suggestion box. If you




have a comment to make on tonight's celebration, pop it in the box. If
yvou enjoyed the evening tell us. If you have ideas for improving the event
for next year, that's even better. We'd also like to hear from people
interested in becoming a part of the ongoing Regional Pride Committee, a
group we hope will continue building community all year long.

MC2 - Well, we've done enough talking. Now it's your turn. At last
year's celebration people who wanted to share thelr experiences were given
the opportunity to share the Mic. We have set aside time for you to do
that again this year. Don't worry about content. Anything you'd like to
say is wvaluable. So don't be shy, because when it comes to building
community, yvour words are the most important.

(blah, blah, blah, vadda yadda yadda.)

MC2 - We#*1l that just about brings to a close the formal part of tonight's
celebration. We have many people to thank. Our warmest thanks go out to
our keynote speakers Dr. Gary Gibson and Douglas Saunders, without whom
tonight would not have been the same. Thanks to the staff of Kitchener
City Hall for their help in making arrangements. Thanks to everyone who
brought refreshments. A very special thank you to Especially Coffee, for
supplying life sustaining caffeine. Make sure you visit this gay friendly
space and show your support. Thank you to Carl Borrowman and his talented
musicians for our opening fanfare, and thanks to all who worked so hard on
putting this event together. And of course, we want to thank all of your
for attending.

MC1l - Just before we close, we'd like to remind you all that you are
invited to stay and mingle, enjoy some refreshments, and get to know some
new people, right up until ten o'clock. Then, vou and all the new people
you met can head over to Club Renaissance for our after Pride Party! Club
Renaissance is located at 24 Charles Street West across from the KW Bus
Terminal. We have even more fabulous events planned, so don't miss it.
To finish off tonight we save our last thank you for the group who began
this evening. Now entering its second season, the Rainbow Chorus strives
to create quality music in an open, caring and accepting environment. In
its first year the chorus grew from an initial twenty members to forty. The
two concerts of its inaugural season were warmly received by enthusiastic
audiences. The choir rehearses each Monday evening in Guelph. Anyone
interested in becoming a member is invited to speak to the director or any
choir members. They are a wonderful illustration of just how we can build
community here at home. They are a group we can be proud of, and proud to
belong to. That's exactly what this evening is all about.

Ladies and Gentlemen, under the direction of John Tute, The
Rainbow Chorus performing "Hymn to Freedom'

‘See ya tonight,

Dave Callander at the
Bearsden out.

Homepage - http://www.golden.net/~bearsden/




