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Working For Change
By A.J. Mahari

So many issues, and always so few
voices actively speaking out. A minor-
ity of activists trying to make things bet-
ter for the majority. Why do so few peo-
ple really get involved in trying to cre-
ate the kind of change that they often
agree needs to take place?

Economic slow downs, protests and
blocking people from going to work, are
these the actions of desperate people?
Or are these actions more a reflection
of the seriousness of issues that all-
too-often go unaddressed?

Do protests work? Or are they more
alienating to the organizations and is-
sues that are being protested?

Why do the expressed voices of those
who care enough to protest often
seem to many to be extremist? Is this
just the rationalization that people use
to deny the issues that such protest-
ers bring to light?

Why are the number of protesters usu-
ally so low when the issues being ad-
dressed affect so many people?

| often wonder if rﬁany people are so
uncomfortable with conflict that they
will avoid it and paying attention to
some very worthwhile messages in the
name of what they consider to be
peace. Conflict is necessary for growth
and change. Conflict can be a viable
tool for shedding light on the darker
aspects of our society. This much
needed light brings with it a chance to

FIRST WORDS

enlighten people and to work for
change.

Working for change means applying
action to your thoughts and beliefs and
being willing to deal with conflict. Noth-
ing ventured, nothing gained other-
wise.

It is so easy to sit idly by and complain
about the injustices that you say you
care about or that you are aware of at
some level. It is much more difficult to
lend your voice and support to the proc-
ess of working to change those injus-
tices.

In spite of all that is productive and
positive about our corner of the world,
there is still massive injustice. There is
also an ever-widening gap between the
have’s and the have-not'’s.

If more people would stand up for what
they believe in and take part in peace-
ful protests perhaps then the very act
of protesting itself wouldn’t appear so
extreme to the otherwise apathetic who
only pay attention long enough to criti-
cize the chosen action of such a select
few.

Change is never easy. The status quo
is often doing dangerous disservice
to a great number of people. | don’t
know how effective most protests are.
| do know, however, that we are fortu-
nate to have people, in our city, our
country, and our world, who care
enough to give voice to their convic-
tions.

Deter D)

| Chartered Accountant |

Phone: 519-741-1851
Fax: 519-741-9451
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click on HAVE YOUR SAY and use our form mail. If you'd like to snail mail us our address is on

page two.

Congratulations on your wider fo-
cus for The Voice. Great Idea! It
makes for more interesting reading
than we've already gotten accus-
tomed to when reading The Voice.
Keep up the great work!

Mark Weiler, Hamilton

| found the articles that dealt with
the terrorist attacks of September
11th to be very interesting. I'm so
glad that they were included in The
Voice. And | agree that widening the
focus of the magazine makes per-
fect sense. As you say, A.J., we are
not living on some island just be-
cause we are LGBT.

Donna White, Kitchener

Congratulations to A.J. Mahari for
expressing herself (The Voice, “On
A Personal Note”, October 2001)
about her experience with the poli-
tics of our community. She has
given her time to this community
by volunteering on Pride and tak-
ing nothing but flack for it. | don’t
know where you get the time, the
energy or the dedication to put up
with so much. Our community is
very fortunate to have you. | only
wish more people would realize
this. Endless criticism against any-
one who works as hard as you do is
so unfair. | certainly hope that you
will continue to work for our com-
munity. As far as me and my friends
are concerned you make things
better around here.

Sarah Smyth, Waterloo

November

or go to our web site at www.thevoice.on.ca and

2

| just had to write to take issue with
all the space given to the First Uni-
tarian Congregation of Waterloo
(The Voice: First Unitarian Congre-
gation of Waterloo Vote On LGBT
Inclusiveness, October 2001) What
gives? | don’t see The Voice giving
the same space to,other churches,
or more specifically to the many
Christian Churches out there doing
their very best to include gays and
lesbians. | was a bit offended as a
Christian by all the space given this
one pseudo-religion which is really
just a catch-all grab-bag for those
who do not want to do the work
necessary to keep their faiths even
in the face of the conflict and pain
that it takes for someone like me to
remain Christian in spite of those
who say | don’t belong there.

Marus McKay, London

I'm a 19 year old gay man and I'm
not seeing much that | can relate
to in The Voice. Is there some way
that you can include more stuff that
guys my age want to read about?

Otherwise though | like The Voice.

Peter S., Waterloo
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Fear Complacency

By Randy Ulch

| was present on October 16, at the
(Ontario coalition against poverty)
OCAP / Ontario common front (ocf)
economic disruption that took place in
the financial core of downtown Toronto.
| witnessed Citytv's attempt to cover
the story. | was on the streets at five
am, and witnessed the massive police
presence and | viewed the independ-
ent video brought into our media center
off the street. As a member of the
Queer community and as an independ-
ent journalist, | have been radicalized
by the Quebec city anti-ftaa protest and
now even more by the police response
to the Toronto economic disruption.

With the new anti-terrorist bill in its
third reading before parliament | fear
that it will only be a matter of time be-
fore they start rounding up anyone with
any ties to any alternative group or or-
ganization. Just as we cannot afford
to return to the closet, or to lose our
freedom of expression, we also must
be vigilant so that we do not lose any
of our rights, including our right to criti-
cize the government. When police have
no fear of beating people even when
being videotaped, there is a need for
many more voices to question in re-
sistance to the oppression we face
whenever we stand our ground. One
of the tenants of the new bill is revok-
ing the right to silence. Now police can
demand that you divulge information
to them. Think on this for a moment, a
police officer can already pull you off
the street and detain you without
charges for 24 hours before having to
release you or come up with an excuse
to keep you in jail. With this new bill
they will be given the right to make you
talk? all without any worries of recrimi-
nation.

These are the concerns that face the
wave of political activists after the fall
of September Eleventh. We need to
stand up and tell our governing agents
that we will not back down, that we will
not allow our security and freedom to
be eroded. Pastor Martin Nieméller put
it best in his poem describing the hor-
rors of the Gestapo:

“First they came for the Jews and | did not speak
out — because | was not a Jew.

4 THE VOICE November

independént media cent

Then they came for the communists and / did not
speak out — because | was not a communist.

Then they came for the trade unionists and | did
not speak out — because | was not a trade union-
ist.

Then they came for me —and by then there was
no one left to speak out for me.

In Germany they first came for the Communists, and
[ didn't speak up because | wasn't a Communist.

Then they came for the Jews, and | didn’t speak up
because | wasn't a Jew.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and | didn’t
speak up because | wasn't a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Catholics, and | didn’t speak
up because | was a Protestant.

Then they came for me - and by that time no one
was left to speak up.”

| feel that his words ring out as a eter-
nal warning to everyone.

Kitchener/Waterloo's division of ocap
will be participated in its own economic
disruption on November 2nd, at
Kitchener City Hall. The guelph action
network will be initiated its own eco-
nomic disruption campaign on Novem-
ber 5th at Royal City Park.

In Ottawa, November 16-18th the imf/
world bank and g20 summit will take
place in an effort to unite against the
oppression, and to encourage citizens
to stand up for their rights. Rights that
can easily be lost to complacency. We
mustn’t be satisfied with oppression of
any kind.

www.ocap.ca outlines a complete list
of the economic disruption campaign.
www.ontario.indymedia.org for more
updates on the planning for the sum-
mit weekend in Ottawa.

Randy Ulch is a resident of K-W and
an active member of IMC. This ar-
ticle was submitted to The Voice by
Randy Ulich.
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Gay Community No Longer Home for Gay Arabs

By Mubarak Dahir

| am sitting in a cavernous room on
the second floor of the Gay and Les-
bian Community Center in New York
City. It is the room assigned to the
evening’s meeting of the Gay and Les-
bian Arab Society (GLAS).

The room is way too big for the unu-
sually small number of members as-
sembled here tonight. Our words
bounce ominously off the ceiling and
exposed brick walls like thunder, rico-
cheting back over us, almost swallow-
ing us up. We are only six tonight. Up
two from the last meeting, when we
were merely four. The group is surpris-
ingly small during this difficult time, |
think to myself. Our numbers should
swell from the standard core of
attendees, not dwindle like this to near
nothing.

And then someone in the group ut-
ters the obvious explanation, the one
none of us really wants to admit or say
out loud: Some people are too afraid
to come to a meeting right now. Too
nervous to come even here, to a gay
community center, symbolic as it is of
the safe harbor represented by the gay
community to us as gay Arabs. But in
these times, even our fellow gay and
lesbian citizens see in us the Arab la-
bel first. Sometimes, that is all they see.
The gay bond that | used to think was
so strong - the one that can at times
give me a sense of connection to a to-
tal stranger in a foreign city simply by
making eye contact - feels broken in a
way | never guessed imaginable.

| used to think of the gay community
as a refuge, a place | could go and be
at ease no matter what. In college, long
before | was out, | used to slink away
to a local gay bar as the only place
where | could let down my guard, the
only place | could take off that mask |
wore in classes and in front of room-
mates and showed even to my best
friends.

Later, the gay community was where
| turned, too, when my father rejected
me as his gay son. When my mother,
who cherished her gay son and the
community he lived in, died, it was all
the gay men she had known and loved
who came together and held me in their
collective arms.

There were other times, too, of hard-
ship at work or break-ups with lovers,
and it was always the gay community
that | turned to as my sanctuary.

But today, as an Arab, even as a gay
one, there seems nowhere to turn, no
shelter in America.

It is from gay men in my regular local
bar that | overhear the most chilling
conversation about rounding up Arabs
in Brooklyn. It is in some of the gay
and lesbian newspapers that | read the
most ill-informed pieces on Islam. And
it is some of our most prominent gay
and lesbian leaders and thinkers who
now tell us we should go along with
the administration’s measures to curb
public information and trample civil lib-
erties.

In our oversized room at the commu-
nity center, GLAS members huddle our
folding chairs into a circle and share
our personal stories. At one meeting,
a member who dresses in Muslim garb
tells how he has been the target of con-
stant harassment in his neighborhood,
even a physical attack. He’s called the
police, but the last time an officer
showed up, he polished the American
flag lapel on his uniform instead of tak-
ing notes. Before he left, the policeman
said, “You should expect this after what
your people did to us.”

Another GLAS member describes
getting so many suspicious looks, he’s
almost wary of walking on the street.
A newcomer to the group talks about
narrowly escaping with his own life
from the offices where he used to work
in the World Trade Center. For the first
weeks following the attacks, he dealt
mostly with death and grief. Now, he
says sadly, he, too, is facing what it
means to be Arab and Muslim in
America - regardless of the fact he was
a direct victim of the attack itself.

Because of my American mother, you
might not look at me and instantly know
| am Arab. This ability to “pass” often
gives me a different experience as an
Arab in America, as | am about to be
reminded.

| take a break from the GLAS discus-
sion to head to the men’s room. On
the stairs, | run into a lesbian with a
cane, her legs bandaged. | open the
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door for her and ask about her appar-
ent accident.

“Oh it was no accident,” she retorts
bitterly, unaware of the Arab blood
coursing through my veins. “A fucking
Arab cab driver ran into me. It was an
act of terrorism!”

Dumbfounded, | say nothing as she
blathers on about the cops promising
her that the man who did this would
get a particularly harsh sentence be-
cause he is Arab, how none of them
can be trusted, how they are all out to
“get us.” She passes from the stairwell
into the hall and disappears around the
corner.

For a moment | stand there motion-
less, frozen. Still standing on the land-
ing, | let go of the door, and it swings
closed in front of me.

This article was submitted to The Voice
by Mubarak Dahir, an Arab-American
living in New York City.

Nunns Hollow Guest
Suites, Woodstock

large guest-only areas.
Wonderful romantic dinners available.
Friendly hosts John and Jim.
Jacuzzi, fireplace,
stained glass, antiques.
$65 and $85 including breakfast
519-539-9780
www.nunnshollow.on.ca
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LGBT SPECTRUM

We are at war.

That is nothing new. Wars and ru-
mours of wars have been part of the
fabric, not only of the past century, but
of the whole history of the world. We
Queers have been at the centre or the
target of much of the conflict. That di-
mension has suddenly expanded in the
aftermath of the events of September
11 in New York City and Washington.

So, it is war. Something that we are
not used to in the kind of organised
retaliation that is unfolding. The fight
for equal rights and understanding and
acceptance has, for the most part, been
fought on ideological grounds. There
have been injuries and even fatalities;
but, the main weapons have been
rhetoric and people power.

My friend, Paul, reminded me, shortly
after September 11, that we Queers are
no strangers to the kind of hatred that
sparked those tragedies. He went on
to surmise that we would probably be
well equipped to assist those troubled
and intimidated by them. However,
since there has been no great onrush
of straights flocking to the Queer camp
to seek consolation, | am tempted to
conclude that we remain the least at-
tractive resource for most.

Nevertheless, as someone born into
a world of war and finding himself again
in a world at war as he ends his days,
| think there is much to consider and

Wars and Rumours of Wars

By Charles W. Westtall

remember.

| wasn't big enough to carry a gun at
the outbreak of World War Il. At the
age of two, | wasn'’t old enough either.
But, | was part of it. We all were: men,
women, boys and girls. Like the cur-
rent situation, there was no way out.

One of my earliest memories is of a
favourite jigsaw puzzle. It pictured a
Spitfire in combat, guns blazing, sur-
rounded by other Spitfires and
Messerschmitts. On the ground, the
smoke from burning buildings mixed
midway with the fire and smoke from
the planes. | worked that puzzle so of-
ten that its image is firmly imbedded
in my mind.

| also remember one of my favourite
songs: one | used to sing regularly for
visitors. The White Cliffs of Dover.
“There’ll be Bluebirds over the white
cliffs of Dover, tomorrow, just you wait
and see. There'll be joy and laughter
and peace ever after, tomorrow, when
the world is free.” The velvet voice of
Dame Vera Lynn popularised that and
a packet of other songs that captured
the spirit of the time. They were bea-
cons of hope in a time of darkness. |
didn’t know what they meant. | only
knew that somehow | was affected and
moved by them.

&
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| remember blackouts, curfews, air
raid wardens, air raid drills and a seem-
ingly endless array of uniformed sol-
diers marching to the train station,
marching to war. | was proud of my
father who helped design and make the
shoes they were wearing.

| remember food rationing. My family
was not rich. We only ever redeemed
a few of the coupons available for luxu-
ries like butter, meat and eggs. For a
child, that was a break. i would pend
hours tearing the unused stamps out
of the book and sorting them by colour
and number and countless other ways.
They were my own special treasure
trove.

| remember buying victory stamps. |
could never afford enough to fill a page
and earn a certificate. | bough what |
could.

| remember Saturday Movie Mati-
nees. Movietone News presented pic-
tures of exploding buildings, plummet-
ing planes, flaming cities and smoking
ruins. There were images of the
wounded and maimed on stretchers.
Often, one would muster a smile and
make a thumbs-up gesture in a final
display of bravado and hope. The im-
ages of heaps of emaciated corpses
in the death camps will never go away
or even fade.

The day the war ended there was
dancing in the street and we all waited
for the boys and girls to come march-
ing home. Some never did. Of those
who did, many returned broken in body,
mind and spirit from the horrors they
had lived through.

| understood none of this at the time.
I'm not sure | understand much more
now.

| do know, however, that the freedom,
peace and basic well-being we now
enjoy have not been bought cheaply.
We are still at war because that price
must still be paid. Oppression, despot-



ism, genocide, hatred and imperialism
have not disappeared. Poverty, hunger
and disease are everywhere. Bigots
thrive on waves of popularity churned
by ignorance and fear. It is hard to be-
lieve that the likes of Jerry Falwell can
blame the September 11 attacks on
Feminists, Humanists and Gays.

In times like this, then, | remember
my own mortality. | only hope that when
my days are over, | will have made a
difference. That's what generations of
brave men and women have done on
battlefields throughout the world and
throughout time. It is all too easy to
forget that the fight for the right does
have a price and that that price is paid
in lives.

| was too young to fight in World War
II. Now, I'm too old to contribute much
to the conflict in which we find our-
selves.

| recall, however, the words of the
Gladiators in the Roman Arena. They
greeted the spectators with the words,
“We, who are about to die, salute you.”

Ironically, that cry is echoed in our
times by terrorists who are prepared
to inflict wanton and massive destruc-
tion in their dying. They offer only in-
sult to true bravery and the very real
and ongoing struggle for peace, jus-
tice and freedom.

So, let me offer that greeting now. |
throw it in the face of the terrorists who
have made a mockery of its meaning.
| offer it in tribute to the Veterans and
Victims of the many wars that have
been fought, at home and abroad, in
the name of liberty and justice. We
Queers have not been aloof from or
unaffected by these struggles. In many
ways, we are well equipped to deal with
them.

Wars and rumours of wars abound.
As the bombs and rockets explode and
the attack forces mobilise and as the
insidious germ warfare proliferates, it
is hard to escape the kind of anxiety
and fear that leads to panic and chaos.

A quick study of our social evolution
is, perhaps, the best way to draw some
encouragement and strength for the
challenging days ahead. It is a time to
remember.

We must remember. Lest we forget.

Charles W. Westfall is a writer living in
Hamilton. This column is a Voice ex-
clusive.

(Apology regarding a mistake from last month’s LGBT Spectrum
column)

000PS!

1 was upbraided royally by a Scottish friend for a terrible gaffe in last
month’s column. | attributed to Rudyard Kipling a line from a poem
by Robert Burns. I regret this mix up and promise to drink a double
measure of Single Malt Scotch Whiskey to help make up for it.

UGGLERS

FURNITURE

30 Weber Street North, Waterloo 519-746-4268
(between Bridgeport and Erb)
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Asking Hard Questions

My Army Colonel father is probably
rolling in his grave. Not because we're
bombing the crap out of Afghanistan
but because his youngest son is going
to peace rallies on an almost daily ba-
sis.

It's not that I'm a pacifist. My Cold War
childhood pretty much ruined any
chance of me becoming a latter day
flower child. I've certainly tried to be
floral but usually end up on the periph-
ery of demonstrations, rolling my eyes
as white kids with dread locks hold
hand-painted peace sign and swap sig-
natures on each other’s petitions. The
peace movement ain’'t no place to be
cynical. | would have been an utterly
substandard hippie.

The day the bombing started in Af-
ghanistan, hundreds of thousands of
people turned out for the Castro Street
Fair. It was truly bizarre to watch them
get beer buzzed and dance to numb-
ing diva wails in the middle of the
streets. Many of them didn’t even know
we were at war. | saw leather guys with
American flag hankies in their back
pockets, like patriotism was some sort
of top or bottom fetish activity. The
scariest thing was that these guys
weren't kidding. Dozens of men were
wearing camouflage with nary a hint
of irony.

I've Qretty much given up on queer folks
having radical politics collectively, but
it's been truly spooky to walk through
the Castro and see American flags in
nearly every business window. Gold’s
Gym went so far as to stencil a huge
flag on its storefront with the words
“United We Stand.” Every time | walk
by, | want to spray paint “Wake Up” on
top of it.

There has been a palpable lack of deep
discussion about the events that led to

An American Perspective
By Kirk Read

this war. The Middle East has never
and will never fit into the fifteen sec-
ond sound bytes allotted by television
news outlets. This is why most Ameri-
cans have zero understanding of the
enormous amount of history involved
in the suicide attacks. This lack of un-
derstanding has everything to do with
why we'’re at war.

The night of the bombing, Market Street
filled with anti-war people beating
drums and screaming chants. They
were furious. A friend and | ran down
to join them when we heard the drums.
As | stood on the corner taking pictures
of the passing throng, | cried for the
first time since it all started with the
September 11 attack. It wasn’t about
grief or fear. | was heartened that these
rallies provided an outlet for lots of
other reactions to the war. Most of all,
| was relieved to hear people raising
angry voices.

I've been clenched-jaw pissed off for
the past month. A therapist might ex-
plain it away as denial or some sort of
alternate expression of grief, but | can
barely watch TV without wanting to
strangle someone. | am totally fed up
with network television’s insistence
that we “come together as a nation”
and “present a unified front.” It's the
same thing parents tell you when
guests are coming over and they don’t
want anyone to know how dysfunc-
tional the family is: be quiet and fall in
line. I've been getting dozens of emails
from friends who should know better,
asking me to send money to the Red
Cross or donate blood. To top it off,
people started saying that we needed
to put aside our differences and get
behind zealots like Bush the Second
and John Ashcroft. Huh? For those of
us who have tasted the bloody policy
gloves of these men, this is an alarm-
ing concept.
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No matter how we feel about the war,
we can't just jettison our politics and
jump onto the patriotic parade floats.
Even though we are overwhelmed by
the tragedies of the past month, we
must avoid falling into the mainstream
lockstep of jingoism and war-monger-
ing. Our military is still rooting out and
discharging queer folks, no matter what
clumsy pieces of spin control the Pen-
tagon cobbles together. Celebrities
have fallen all over themselves to do
public service announcements and
benefits advertising their grief and their
new projects. Gay celebrities have
stepped forward to stump for the Red
Cross, which still won’t take blood from
gay men. The Boy Scouts have raised
a ton of money from the royalties of
“God Bless America,” which has been
in relentless rotation. And Virginia's
Grand Wizards Pat and Jerry have
taken this opportunity to blame the
entire thing on a laundry list of non-
profit target markets: Feminists!
Queers! Granted, they offered up a
half-assed apology, but their ideas got
enormous media play. The damage
was done.

The bottom line is that yes, we're in a
national crisis, but this is no time to go
to sleep and trust Bush the Second to
do our bidding. Disagreement is not
treason. The most American thing any
of us could do is ask questions - hard
questions, questions that can’t be an-
swered inside of fifteen seconds.

Kirk Read, of San Francisco, is the au-
thor of How I Learned to Snap, a
memoir about being openly gay in a
small southern high school. This arti-
cle was submitted to The Voice by Kirk
Read. He can be found at

www.temenos.net/kirkread



The Art of Feng Shui

By Carola Neumann

Western society is learning how to
use this ancient Chinese art of
placement to enhance relationships,
health and prosperity. Using the earth’s
environment and energy lines,
harmony is created through balance.
Knowing that our environment directly
affects our well-being, | say, why swim
against the tide?

Feng shui is a fact of life, not a
question of belief. You wouldn’t ask
someone if they believe in the weather.
It exists, just like energy, all around us.
Harnessing this energy so it benefits
us is the key.

Auspicious spaces in the home or
office environment can be created by
energizing the five elements (wood,
fire, water, metal and earth), balancing
the yin and yang of a room, and
deflecting or dissolving the
inauspicious energy lines (shar chi).

This Eastern philosophy was
developed about five thousand years
ago. It is one of the eight branches of
the Tao Healing Arts which include:
meditation, tai chi, acupuncture,
herbology, nutrition, and the | Ching.
Feng Shui directly translated from the
Chinese means ‘wind water’.

There are two major schools of feng
shui practice today. The Form and the
Compass School.

The Form School looks at the
presence of mountains, hills,
waterways and lakes as well as the
quality of the soil and the wind. Animal
symbolism is used to describe the
different types of elevations ie: dragon
or tiger hills, turtle mountains and
phoenix footstools. The five elements
are also used to describe elevations.

Compass Feng Shui uses very
precise formulas for investigating
auspicious or inauspicious directions
for orienting doors and entrances and
placing furniture such as an office desk
or a bed. Formulas can be used to
locate the best direction for an
individual based on their personal Kua
number. They also address both space
and time dimensions of feng shui.

Feng shui seems to be one of the
most recent practices to have entered
the mainstream of Western thought.
The exploding interest in this subject
is reflected in bookstores under such

headings as: Art and Architecture,
Photography, Home and Garden,
Interior Design, Religion and
Spirituality, Divination as well as New
Age (which seems funny since it has
been around for thousands of years).

Consultations are tailored to fit the
needs of each individual. Readings are
as beneficial for the homemaker as
they are for the business professional.

Carola Neumann is a K-W Resident and practices Feung Shui. A Voice Exclusive.

Carola Neumann

Feng Shui Practitioner

career/work
health/family
success/wealth

relationship/ marriage
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Waterloo Region Community Health Department
Anonymous HIV Testing Drop-In Clinics
ACCKWA— 85 Frederick Street East, Kitchener
Thursdays 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
99 Regina Street South - Second Floor, Waterloo
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
150 Main Street - Second Floor, Cambridge
Mondays 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Free and Confidential
Sexually Transmitted Disease Clinics
Monday and Thursday 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. drop in
99 Regina Street South - Second Floor, Waterloo
Tuesdays 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. drop in
%} 50 Main Street - Second Floor, Cambridge

/l 519.883-2251
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By Lyn McGinnis

| want to thank Voice editor A.J.
Mahari, for opening up our community
publication to the larger, interconnected
world we all live in.

This shift was in the works for some
time, but given the

labeled “witches”), and during the Holo-
caust. More recently, this includes
massive losses due to AIDS. To show
contempt and dismissal of this culture
dishonours the shoulders we stand on,
enjoying the luxury of freedom from

events of September
11, 2001, it was the per-
fect time to broaden this
community forum. In a
culture exalting the in-
dividual, we have suf-
fered from an infantile
self-absorption about
our issues. We have
also shown a danger-
ous ignorance of the

“Every community shel-
ters its own worst enemies
— the purist and the spe-
cialist. The purist excludes
any not fitting their narrow
definition of membership.
The specialist deals with
their oppression while ig-
noring all others.”

state-sponsored vio-
lence.

A lesbian who truly
knows our history will
honour and celebrate
the gay male experi-
ence as being integral
of her own!

Lesbians and gay men
knowing nothing about
the invisible (bisexual)

connection between all oppressions
and the interconnected web of human
experience.

| will deal with these ideas under four
subheadings. “Between Ourselves,”
“Our Allies,” “Our Common Enemy,”
and “The Big Picture.”

Part One - Between Ourselves

In my “First Words” column in Sep-
tember’s issue of The Voice, | spoke
about how our narrow sense of iden-
tity harms our community. A gay man
not knowing about the pioneering work
of feminism and joining forces with re-
actionary attackers of this legacy is
completely ignorant. Without feminism
there would have been no Gay Libera-
tion!

A gay man who truly knows our his-
tory will be a feminist!

A lesbian knowing nothing about the
extraordinary history of gay male cul-
ture is unaware of the foundations of
our present LGBT world. Gay male his-
tory in Western civilization (let alone
elsewhere in the world), includes many
horrible tragedies. These include those
in the Middle Ages (when they were
persecuted at the same time as women
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and highly visible (transgender) minori-
ties and their roles in all of our libera-
tion is beyond a shame. The famous
Stonewall Riots in New York City in
1968 were largely carried out by
Transgender persons, paving the way
to our annual Pride Days. For lesbians
and gay men to pour contempt on bi-
sexuals, who were always in their ranks
fighting the good fight, and transgender
persons, who by their very visibility, are
truly the first to take all the homopho-
bic abuse, is disgraceful! Lesbians and
gay men are acting like bullied children
in the school yard, who despite know-
ing how painful the experience is, will
given the opportunity become bullies
themselves.

Lesbians and gay men truly knowing
our history will honour bisexuals and
transgender persons as integral parts
of our community.

While we have different experiences,
we will never be whole until we listen
and learn from each other. Only when
we see everyone as part of the same
queer family, will we be ONE commu-
nity.

Part Two - Our Allies

In last month’s Voice there was an
2001

article about the vote at First Unitarian
Congregation of Waterloo welcoming
and including LGBT persons in its com-
munity. This vote also signaled the
Unitarians as publicly standing up for
social justice for us in Waterloo Re-
gion and beyond. Unlike the MCC, this
congregation is mostly heterosexual
and very liberal when it comes to any
member’s “spiritual orientation.” Only
a very small minority would identify
themselves as Christian. Since this
vote, a new committee has formed
called “Unitarians of Waterloo Inter-
weave Network,” (“Interweave” is a
continental Unitarian organization dedi-
cated to LGBT issues) or U-WIN. You
will occasionally see contributions from
U-WIN in future editions of The Voice.
Like many progressive organizations,
this congregation has a statement in
its Bylaws that it will not discriminate
against a host of groups.

“This congregation affirms and pro-
motes the inherent worth and dignity
of every person. In granting Member-
ship, in its programming, its hiring
practices and the calling of religious
professionals the Congregation will not
discriminate against any person be-
cause of their race, ancestry, place of
origin, gender identification, colour, eth-
nic origin, citizenship, sexual orienta-
tion, marital status or disability.”

It is high time the Queer Community
had a similar statement! Not only must
we get over ourselves and our petty,
ignorant attitudes to other members of
our very small family, we need to grow
up and see we have common cause
with all other marginalized groups. As
can be seen by other articles in this
edition relating to Queer Muslims, we
have a long way to go in showing real
understanding and maturity towards
those we should feel a common bond
with.

“Each oppressed group often wears
its oppression like a badge of honor.



Black-power enthusiasts are just as
capable of proving how black people
are more oppressed than anyone else
as lesbians are of proving they are
more oppressed. Some of us get
caught in the middle of this competi-
tion for the title of ‘more oppressed than
thou,” and it is easy to resent those
merely paying lip service to anyone
else’s cause.”

American author Dajenya, a black-
lesbian activist, wrote this in the arti-
cle, “Sisterhood

The status quo separates everything
and everyone into either/or categories.
Evidence of its continuing power ap-
pears when we, who are victims of big-

otry turn into bigots ourselves!
Everyone, regardless of religious
background, ethnic origin, gender iden-
tification, sexual orientation, economic
or health status, has an internalized set
of outdated cultural perceptions. This
inherited ignorance and fear are a
legacy we all have to overcome. We
have so much to

Crosses Gender Pref-
erence Lines” in the
Winter, 1990 issue of
Lesbian Contradic-
tions. It points to trou-
bling prejudices exist-
ing within and be-
tween different com-
munities struggling
for social justice.
Every community

racial

“It is time to dispense with
our luxurious separateness
and begin to build bridges
between our sexual, gender,
and other
solitudes. These islands of
difference only perpetuate
our isolation and ineffectual
presence before the elite’s
power structure.”

learn from the
emerging con-
sciousness of the
incredible diversity
of humanity. This
consciousness is the
collective creation of
previously silenced
voices now rising
from their various
quarters. Their aim

class

shelters its own worst
enemies — the purist and the special-
ist. The purist excludes any not fitting
their narrow definition of membership
in the community. The specialist deals
with their oppression while ignoring all
others. Both represent a small
mindedness that never served us well
and we can no longer afford.

While we have different experiences,
we will never be whole until we listen
and learn from each other. Only when
we see everyone as part of the same
human family struggling against struc-
tures meant to keep us separate and
weak, will we be ONE community.

Part Three - Our Common Enemy

Until we can see homophobia, sex-
ism, racism and other oppressions as
part of the same system, we will re-
main isolated and weak. We will con-
tinue to fight amongst ourselves and
other marginalized groups while the
elite’s laugh at us all. They naturally
prefer to deal with isolated, powerless
persons than united coalitions - and we
oblige them!

‘In continuing this mutual misunder-
standing, we all perpetuate the myth
the problem is simply disaffected indi-
viduals, instead of fundamental flaws
in the entire social fabric. All forms of
intolerance and oppression are inter-
connected. Each group could gain un-
derstanding of the larger picture if we
could only build bridges to each other.

is to create an inclu-
sive society celebrating diversity.
While we have different experiences,
we will never be whole until we listen
and learn from each other. Only when
we see everyone as part of the same
human family struggling against struc-
tures meant to keep us separate and
weak, will we be ONE community.

Part Four - The Big Picture

To their great credit, many born with
white, heterosexual privilege are now
becoming more aware of the Big Pic-
ture. This furthers the eventual dream
of not only coalition between minori-
ties, but also an alliance with the ma-
jority. Laura Johnson is a freelance
writer from New York who wrote an
article titled “Making My Own Way,” in
it she said:

“l used to say, ‘We're all people.’ Now
| see serious differences in power and
consciousness exist. We cannot be ‘all
people’ as long as racism, sexism,
homophobia, classism, and other such
bigotry’s thrive. And yes, this means
me too. As a member of the white mid-
dle class, | need to raise my own con-
sciousness and confront my own ig-
norance about the realities of other
people’s lives. ‘We're all people,’ is my
hope for the future, not a present real-
ity.”

| can say | am a Transgender, Bi-
sexual person who has the honour of
having First Nation blood in my veins.
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| also say | am Black, Jewish and Fe-
male, because these and millions more
tiny gradations on the rainbow spec-
trum add up to one thing - HUMAN.
Given the terrible stories about Queer
Muslims seen in this issue, | also
proudly declare | am Muslim, Arab, Ira-
nian, Afgani, and all other racially
marginalized persons who have lived
among us for years and are now afraid
to walk among us. Treat me as you
would them and them as me!

The Big Picture is while we have dif-
ferent life experience, on the large scale
there is nothing meaningful separating
us except our labels. It is time to dis-
pense with our luxurious separateness
and begin to build bridges between our
sexual, gender, racial and other class
solitudes. These islands of difference
do us no good and only perpetuate our
isolation and ineffectual presence be-
fore the elite’s power structure.

We have so much to learn and so
much to teach each other. Reaching
out and forming coalitions with those
the mainstream labels “the other” and
finding common cause and shared re-
sources will reveal how interconnected
we all are. It is the only way we will
bring about meaningful, progressive
social change and live together in a
global village.

Lyn McGinnis, of Waterloo, is a
writer, web and graphic designer.
His company is BlueStarWeb De-
sign. He also does ad graphics for
The Voice. A Voice exclusive.
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GAY  MONEY

With recent budget cuts and less
government support, Canadian
charities are relying more and more on
the goodwill of private supporters. The
Canadian government has recognized
this by increasing the non-refundable
tax credit for charitable donations.

The use of life insurance to make
charitable donations provides you with
the opportunity to make a more
substantial bequest to a favorite charity
than you might otherwise be able to
make. It also provides you with a tax
credit that can be used to offsetincome
taxes.

In order to accrue tax benefits, it is
necessary that Canada Customs and
Revenue Agency recognize the
charitable organization as a registered
charity.

The Tax Advantages

The tax credit can be used each year
as you pay the premiums or it can be
used to offset taxes that may be
payable by your estate in the year of
your death. These taxes to your estate
can include capital gains tax and tax
owing on money that has been
registered as an RRSP.

The difference in whether you claim
the tax credit annually or in your year
of death is determined by who the

t

Planned Giving

by Bonnie J. Babin,
Investment Planning Counsel of Canada

owner and beneficiary of the insurance
policy are.

[Owner Beneficiary Tax Benefit|
1|Donor |Charity None
2|Donor | Estate Estate
3 |Charity | Charity Donor

In example 1, there is no tax benefit
available. Upon the life insured
(Donor’s) death, the charity, as the
beneficiary, would receive the proceeds
of the life insurance policy. If you
already have a life insurance policy set
up in this fashion, it can be changed to
provide you with a tax credit as shown
in examples 2 and 3. Any cash values
on existing life insurance policies are
also eligible for the tax credit, however,
changing ownership of an existing
policy could also trigger a taxable gain
for the previous owner. Please contact
your Financial Advisor for assistance
in making this change.

In example 2, the Donor must
designate the charitable donation
through his/her will. Upon death, the
life insurance would be paid to the
Donor’s estate and the estate would
make the appropriate donation to the
charity. The charity will issue a tax
receipt to the estate for the amount of
the donation. The tax creditis available

to the estate to offset taxes due at
death.

In example 3, the Charity is both the
owner and the beneficiary of the life
insurance policy. The Donor is the life
insured and pays the premium. Upon
receiving confirmation that the
premium has been paid, the charity will
issue a tax receipt to the Donor for the
amount of the premium paid. Another
option is for the Donor to make a
donation on the amount of the premium
to the charity and the charity will pay
the premium. The Donor can use the
tax receipt to create a tax credit. As
well, naming the charity as the
beneficiary provides a tax free benefit
that bypasses your estate, thus
eliminating probate fees and any
delays that may occur in processing
and distribution of the assets in your
estate.

The allowable tax credit is determined
by Canada Customs and Revenue
Agency and is different depending on
whether it is claimed while the Donor
is living or if it is claimed in the year of
death. Please contact your Financial
Advisor or Accountant for further
details on the amount of tax credit that
you are eligible for.

Benefits

There are many benefits to both you

Investment Planning Counsel

of Canada

Financial Planning Professionals

BONNIE J. BABIN - Financial Planning & Tax Consultant - Phone | RSN
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and your favorite charity upon setting
up a Planned Gift.

Jean-Paul Pilon

Barrister and Solicitor, Notary Public

The benefits to you include:

* allows for larger endowments
 making a larger contribution than you

would otherwise be able to make. 245 Frederick Street
9

* tax savings for you or your estate 3
« discretion/confidentiality (this is I;llfgilleefler’ NZE 2M7

assured through a beneficiary desig-
nation as in example 3. A will is public Fax:
record)

The benefits to the charity includes:

+ life insurance contracts are
guaranteed as long as the premium
payments are made

* if the donor becomes unable to pay
future premiums, the charity can
assume payments (if they own the
policy as in example 3)

« future proceeds are guaranteed
(whereas a designation in a will subject
to the continued goodwill of the Donor,
again this applies if the charity is the
owner as in example 3)

Tyvpes of Insurance

Any type of life insurance can be used
for planned giving. However, term
insurance is not really appropriate as
the coverage could end before the
charity is able to benefit. A charity may,
therefore, reject a term policy. The best
type of policy to use, to ensure that the
charity benefits, is a permanent plan
such as Term to 100 or Universal Life.

Lonclusion

Life insurance provides a unique way
to ensure that your wishes for a
charitable gift are carried out upon your
death. No matter the size of your gift,
it is guaranteed.

Your Financial Advisor can help you set
up a planned gift that will benefit both
you and your favourite charity in the
best way possible.

Your comments and suggestions are
welcome. Please respond to e-mail Info Line:

address: Phone: s ,
(519)% ~ Toll Free: 1-8

A Voice Exclusive.
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Queer Islam

The following article is based on in-
terviews with three Queer Muslims
found through web searches and e-
mails. A large number of organizations
were contacted and requests were
made for many more be involved in this
story. Please note that many Lesbians,
including one with a web site based in
Iran, were contacted and urged to re-
spond, but didn’t by the deadline for
completing this article.

“In my mid-twenties | rejected ‘god’
as a concept that had no relevance to
my life. Having been raised Catholic; |
was infused with Catholic guilt over my
supposed ‘sins’. Being gay as well, |
was also filled with self-rejection and
self-hatred — most of it courtesy of
Catholic doctrine which taught that |
was evil, intrinsically disordered, im-
moral and so on and so forth. | was
certainly not taught that it was okay —
or even remotely desirable — to be who
| was.”

Excerpt from *Confessions of
Sulayman X” from the “Queer Jihad”
web site.

It is likely this quote will ring true for
many. The author was born and grew
up in the United States. He converted
to Islam and changed his name and
now works as a journalist in the Mid-
dle East.

In the course of interviewing Queer
Muslims for this article it became clear
whether they were born Muslim or con-
verted later in life their stories are simi-
lar our own. Some had supportive and
accepting families and others did not.
Some met with sympathetic and wel-
coming religious associates are others
did not. What they share is a sense of
growing through apparent condemna-
tions within their tradition to acceptance
of themselves while helping others.

As with us, the Internet has been a
great help in crossing the traditional
barriers and connecting with each

By Lyn McGinnis

other.

Sulayman told me, “I think, for many
Muslims, my web site (Queer Jihad)
has been the only introduction to an
alternative point of view on homosexu-
ality they have ever been exposed to. |
also receive a lot of mail from the curi-
ous, from young gay people, from par-
ents worried about their gay kids, even
from women married to gay men.
There really isn’t, in the Muslim com-
munity, that many voices offering an
alternative point of view.”

One other such voice on the Internet
is the Al-Fatiha Foundation, based in
the United States with chapters around
the world including one in Toronto.
They describe themselves as “An in-
ternational organization dedicated to
Muslims who are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgendered, those questioning
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity, and their friends. Al-Fatiha’'s goal
is to provide a safe space and a forum
for LGBTQ Muslims to address issues
of common concern, share individual
experiences, and institutional re-
sources. The Al-Fatiha Foundation
aims to support LGBTQ Muslims in
reconciling their sexual orientation or
gender identity with Islam.”

Given the above statement about the
need to reconcile Queer Muslims with
Islam, it is clear there exist religious
road blocks similar to those encoun-
tered by LGBT in both the Jewish and
Christian traditions. In fact, they could
all be summarized under one name -
Sodom.

Kamil Walji is a junior at Dartmouth
College in Hanover, New Hampshire.
He grew up in the Ismaili community
in Texas just outside of Houston.

“Many Muslims cite the story of
Sodom as ‘proof’ homosexuality is not
acceptable within the tenets of Islam.
Many will continue to cite other pas-
sages throughout the Quran as well as
‘proof.” For me, much of the Quranic
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interpretation must be considered in
the proper context. For example, in the
story of Sodom, some other elements
included theft, suggestions of rape, in-
hospitable hosts and the like. To sim-
ply isolate homosexuality as the
overarching and supreme reason for
Sodom’s destruction is to be ignorant
of the context of the story. Similar in-
terpretations of quoting Quranic pas-
sages as proof appear to me as grossly
simplistic and ignorant of other aspects
of Islamic life that are far more impor-
tant,” he said.

Sulayman X agrees, saying “The story

of the Prophet Lut (or Lot) in the Quran,
which is repeated numerous times, is
used to condemn queer folks. The peo-
ple of Sodom, the Quran informs us,
were highway robbers or bandits, pos-
sibly rapists of men and young boys,
practiced ‘lewdness in their public
councils’ (whatever that means).
Like Christians before them, Muslims
zero in on what they believe to be an
anti-gay message in this story, while
ignoring the other reprehensible behav-
iours of the people of Sodom, present-
ing this story as simply a condemna-
tion of homosexuality and ignoring all
its other aspects,” he said.

Like most at peace with themselves,
Sulayman X has a simple answer to
those quoting this story. “My response
to those who throw this story in my face
is to ask what it has to do with me? I'm
not a rapist, of either men or young
boys. I'm not inhospitable (in a desert
society, hospitality has an importance
that we can only begin to guess at).
I’'m not a highway robber or a thief, and
neither do | practice public indecen-
cies.”

Abdullah lives in the Washington, DC
Metropolitan area. He has been in-
volved with Al-Fatiha and Muslim Gay
Men organizations for the past four
years. Like Sulayman, he converted to
Islam in adulthood. He has lived as a



Muslim for 15 years and is now train-
ing to become an Imam (religious
leader/counselor).

In his studies, he has concentrated
on the topic of homosexuality in Islam
from a historical and legislative per-
spective, and said “the Quran forbids
certain types of homosexual sexual
behaviors as it forbids certain types of
heterosexual sexual behaviors, but it
does not condemn homosexuality out-
right.

It condemns certain behaviors such
as (1) having sex with married men;
(2) turning another into a sexual ob-
ject, e.g. having anonymous sexual en-
counters or using another just for sex;
(3) homosexual rape; and (4) public
sex, e.g., having sex in public places
such as parks, rest rooms, and places
where there is a possibility of being
seen by others.”

Sulayman X also related a very inter-
esting suggestion within the Quran
about the accepted existence of LGBT
in early Muslim society and how tradi-
tionalists now try to deal with it.

“There is a particular verse that dis-
cusses who may be in the (intimate)
presence of a woman — her husband,
her sons, her servants, etc. One of the
categories of people is ‘males who
have no desire for women,” and trans-
lators of the Quran go to great pains
to put some sort of spin on this par-
ticular category. In one translation of
the Quran, the translator, in a footnote,
says quite plainly that the verse means
“men who have no desire for women”
— and yet he refuses to see this being
a gay person and offers a convoluted
alternative.

Surah 24, Verse 31. In my translation,
titted, “The Meaning of the Glorious
Quran, an explanatory translation by
Mohammed Pickthall,” it is translated
as ‘male attendants who lack vigour,”
Sulayman said this is the common way
English translators gloss over this “trou-
bling” reference, but his translation of
the Arabic is more accurate.

There are also stories from the life of
the Prophet about such desire-less
men who kept company with women,
or who served women as personal at-
tendants. So gay people were not un-
known to Arabian society, and there is
no indication, from what | understand,
that the story of Lut was used to con-
demn such people,” he said.

So where does this fundamentalist ten-
dency we see expressed in so many
ways within Islam come from? Kamil
has a theory.

“The notion of fundamentalism has a
strong relation to Islam. Many of the
contemporary Islamic fundamentalists
have presented an image of Islam that
has been inflated into the representa-
tive concept of Islam in the West. This
idea of fundamentalism, in my under-
standing, has been an effort to delve
into the history of a faith in order to
retrieve and rediscover the ‘fundamen-
tals’ of that faith in order to re-evalu-
ate the way one goes about his or her
life in the present day.

However, | feel that too often, many
have turned to the past and have ig-
nored the fact today’s world is far more
complex. Thus, it becomes all the more
crucial to take into consideration the
context of the faith. To me, an impor-
tant modifier for my concept of funda-
mentalism is progressivism.

He said such “progressive fundamen-
talism” would involve delving into the
roots of the faith, rediscovering and
reconceiving the ideas and ethics un-
derling it and then factoring in the con-
text of the contemporary world. In do-
ing so contemporary Muslims could,
“discover how to incorporate those ten-
ets, those ethics, those beliefs into our
complex, modern world.”

So how do Queer Muslims deal with
religious homophobia? | asked
Abdullah how his sexual orientation
has affected his perspective on Islam
and how this differs from his straight
friends.

He said his perspective has helped
him, “to see traditional misinterpreta-
tions on the subject have no factual
basis.” He went on to say straight Mus-
lims cannot clearly differentiate what
is forbidden and not forbidden as it re-
lates to a homosexual relationship. “It
is incumbent upon homosexual Mus-
lims to help them better understand the
differences and then they can make up
their minds as to how they as
heterosexuals view homosexuality. It
has been my experience once they
learn they may not accept it but they
are less likely to try and shame another
Muslims because of their sexual ori-
entation,” he said.

While he has seen many examples
of the good his words have been for
closeted Muslims, Sulayman X also
has been the brunt of a great deal of

hostility. This along with the events of
September 11, 2001, has made him
both sad and philosophical.

“How do | feel about Islam? To be

honest, rather sad. As more than one
person has said in recent weeks, Is-
lam has been hijacked by people who
don’'t seem to know what it stands for,
which is peace and submission to God.
To put it in more Western terms, we
are rather like Martin Luther nailing his
95 Theses on the door of a cathedral,
crying out to the higher-ups that things
have gone desperately wrong some-
where, that our religion has become
something it wasn’t meant to be.
But the problem is that there is no
priestly class in Islam, no central au-
thority, no higher-up who can make
things right. So, as far as the situation
of homosexuality is concerned, it's a
matter of education on the ground, of
putting out an alternative point of view,”
he said. s

He went on to say he is seeing signs
that Islam is changing. “Islam today is
going through what the Catholic
Church went through not so very long
ago. There was a time when the aver-
age Catholic was not well educated.
When vast numbers of adherents be-
gan to go to university, to think for
themselves, to study the scriptures on
their own, to really start taking respon-
sibility for their own salvation, debat-
ing the issues, writing books, disagree-
ing with Church authorities — well, the
Church changed. It had to. A lot of the
superstitious foolishness went right out
the window. Islam is going to reach that
point too. It's a process. There is a lot
of ignorance and superstition within
Islam right now, manifested in all sorts
of ways. But that will change,” he said.
Kamil said the foundations of Islam can
stand such new social developments.
“Islam preaches tenets that are the
same as many faiths: the importance
of peace, love, community, generosity
and the like. All Muslims, regardless
of sexual orientation or identity, are
capable of loving one another, educat-
ing oneself, giving back to one’s com-
munity, and striving for peace within
that community. Allah, the most benefi-
cent, the most merciful, is the ultimate
judge and for me, living a life of peace
and love, education and generosity are
tenets that | hold dearly — tenets that
| believe bring me closer to God.

Continued on page 27
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Life is, among other things, a quest, a
journey, a search for so much. Central
upon that search is the search for self.
Whether we know it or not, we are con-
stantly adapting to events that unfold
around us the way that we perceive
them based usually upon our past ex-
perience. Often our choices are sub-
conscious and very patterned. If one
truly does not have a strong sense of
his/her self, identity, and personhood
much of who one actually is will not be
evident to him/her or to the world. A
life lived dissociated from selfis a pain-
ful and unhealthy life.

So much is lost when one lives life with-
out this inner personal knowledge on
a conscious level. To live life without a
strong sense of your frue self, which
is the foundation of your identity, may
mean that you are living with toxic
shame. This can be the case with any
individual but there is a strong sense

In Search of Self:
Identity and Orientation

By Ms. A.J. Mahari

that this toxic shame effect is often
multiplied when one is lesbian, gay, bi,
or transgendered.

Toxic shame will keep you bound to the
negative attitudes of others.

Any other “minority” must face daily
life adjusting constantly to the whims
of the dominate culture. It is the domi-
nate culture that defines and ascribes
the cultural (or group) norms that be-
come the accepted basis for commu-
nication, understanding, behaviour
and socialization. If, for any reason,
one operates to one degree or another
outside of these ascribed norms with-
out a strong sense of self life can be
very painful and much about it can be
or seem alienating.

Each of us has an essential character
housed within his/her true self. Char-
acter refers to the pattern of behaviour

Anonymous HIV
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