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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE: the battle between . . .

Canadian Lesbian Author jane Rule Speaks Out Against
Same-Sex Marriage. Exclusive interview on Page 16.
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L & S Mo o Days For §101 ..
Great Selection Of All-Guy & All-Girl Moviﬂ
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PRIDE WEEKEND - JUNE 8, 9, 1 0

FRIDAY, ] UNE 8

& __The “Rainbow Diary” 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. This will be followed by partying at Club Ren.ff’”"
@ SATURDAY, JUNE 9
| *\ ’Waterloo-Wellmgton Regional Pride Presents Pride 2001 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on ™,

)Roos Island in Kitchener’s Victoria Park. Kick-off at noon with the “Hate-Free-Zone/”
Ribbon” being wrapped around the island to the tune of John Lennon’s inspiring song,
“Imagine.”
This year’s entertainment will feature Chris Edwards, The Ren Girls, and Sarah Dillon and Connie
Buna, known ‘as “Removable Red.” Following our Pride-In-The-Park Celebration there is plenty of high-
energy fun at Club Ren’s First Annual “White Ball.” For those of you in Guelph and surrounding area
the Rainbow Chorus will be holding a dance at 611 Silvercreek.

CALLING ALL QUEER YOUTH!
ngg!}'aw Come and join us for our first official fundraising event. DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY!!!
(This is a licensed event - photo I.D. required at the door!) The Phoenix -
70 Belcan - Waterloo Saturday night, 8:00 p.m. -1:00 a.m. (off Weber St North)
. Sunday June 10
- First Unitarian Congregation of Waterloo and Guelph Unitarian Fellowship will hold

vOu-

LGBT-affirming services for Waterloo & Wellington Regions.

“JaAMMIN PRIDE” will take place from 2:00 to late. Sunday at the Wholistic Health Juice Bar &

‘ Lounge, at 119 King Street West, Kitchener. Bring your guitar or other musical instrument and
__join the jam or just come and listen.

e,

We can always put new volunteers to work! If you want to get involved please contact us at:

wwrp@rainbow.on.ca or 519-743-5015
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FIRST WORDS

The Same-Sex Marriage Debate

Dissention and The Right

To Choose

What's this, debate and differing opin-
ions in the LGBT community? Imag-
ine that!

Why is it that so many in our com-
munity (I'm speaking Canada-wide
now) seem to think that disagreement
and/or differing points of view is such
a bad thing? Whatever happened to the
reality that appropriately voiced con-
flict and differences of opinion is
healthy?

Why would anyone think, for even one
moment, that any single person could
ever speak for all queer people or de-
fine what ‘gay’ culture means, let alone
speak to it or for it?

There might not be a more diverse
culture than queer culture. With this di-
versity comes the diversity of many op-
posing views. Why can’t we celebrate
that? Don’t you think that we are toler-
ant enough to accomodate these view-
points?

Rarely is it ever about “right” and
“wrong”. Rarely is it ever that black and
white. The real trick is learning how to

Nunns Hollow Guest
Suites, Woodstock

Ry DGR f2h
Private baths, separate entrance,
large guest-only areas.
Wonderful romantic dinners available.
Friendly hosts John and Jim.
Jacuzzi, fireplace,
stained glass, antiques.
$65 and $85 including breakfast
519-539-9780
www.nunnshoilow.on.ca
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respect each other even when we don’t
get along, can’t agree or don’t have a
similar philosophy as to what queer
culture is or ought to be.

Witness the recent debates in our
Canada-wide community about same-
sex marriage (see pages 10, 11, 12,
16, 17). It is a prime example of the
kind of diverse life philosophies held
within our community. With the excep-
tion of someone trying to define how
queer culture ‘should’ be (page 13),
most of the time | have no issue with
all the differing camps on this issue.
To me the bottom line is about choice.
The right to choose for oneself. Same-
sex marriage is not an issue that any
one of us ‘should’ try to decide for any-
one else.

It is up to each couple (or group of
people) in any form of defined relation-
ship to decide what is best for them.
Who is to say that same-sex marriage
is “good” or “bad”?

Whether we are walking into a burn-
ing building or, as Lesbian Author Jane
Rule said to Xtra West, “a cage of
coupledom,” the bottom line is still hav-
ing the right to choose.

There are many rights out there that
lesbians and gays, particularly, in re-
lationships cannot currently have. This
matters more to some than others. Life-
style is about more than just being
LGBT or straight; it is about the free-
dom to express yourself and your life
choices as the individual that each one
of us is.

Differing opinions and choices do not
have to be the catalysts for divisive-
ness and dissention. Each one of us
has the right to have the opportunity to
choose, and to have that choice re-
spected.

Have an opinion? Write to us and
we'll publish your comments in our
RAISE

Have Your Say section.
YOUR VOICE!!
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The Voice is available
at the following loca-
tions:

In Kitchener at:
ACCKWA
Club Renaissance
K-W Book Store
Muses Cafe
Wholistic Health Shop

In Waterloo at:
Generation X
Wordsworth Books
Princess Cinema
University of Waterloo
(Turn Key Desk-Student Life Centre)

In Hamilton at:
Gomorrah's Book Store
The Embassy Club

In Cambridge at:

The Robin's Nest

Suite Surprises
Xxxotica

In Guelph at:
The Bookshelf
University of Guelph (GQE)

In Brantford at:
The PineTree Native Centre

In Toronto at:
519 Church Community Centre

HAVE YOUR SAY

| just found The Voice, finally. I've
been looking for a copy for a few
months now. Hard to find, seems
everyone snaps them right up. A
friend of mine kept telling me I'd
really like it if | read it. Well | have
now seen it and read it and | sure
do like it. You are doing a wonder-
ful and very important job. Keep up
the good work.

Chris Michaelson, Kitchener

Is there some reason that The Voice
is always so serious? What ever
happened to the humour that you
used to include? | for one would like
to see more humour and entertain-
ment. I’'m not so much into issues.
| guess it's good that you bring the
issues and news to our attention
but, you know, sometimes it's gets
overwhelming. | do like your maga-
zine very much though.

Charles Rogers, Hamilton

| really enjoyed last month’s theme
all about homophobia. | learned a
lot from what | read and | wanted to
say thank you for doing that. | think
it's great when a magazine gives
us so much relevant information
and so much opportunity to learn.,
Thanks again!

Misty S. Waterloo

HAVE YOUR SAY

about what you read in The Voice send a
letter to the editor. We'd like to hear from
you!

You can email us at
or go to our web
site at www.thevoice.on.ca and click on HAVE
YOUR SAY and use our form mail. If you'd like
to snail mail us our address is on page two.

Avelphi Antiques

23 Ring Street East,

Conestogo, Ontario
519-664-1663

BWe Buy and Sell Antiques

JFriday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunbap 12:00 noon - 3:00 p.m.

Terminology

Lithophane: A translucent panel of porcelain molded so that a design appears when the
panel is held to the light. It was made first in Paris in 1827. Japanese lithophanes were made
in the late nineteenth century. Usually the base of a cup was a lithophane that showed a
young woman when the empty cup was held to the light.

Japanese Coralene: Glass beading applied to a pottery piece as part of the decoration.
Patented in 1909.

Moriage: lapanese pottery with a raised overglaze decoration. It looks like squeezed tooth-
paste has been aplplied to the piece. The word moriaga meanse “squeezed.” This style of
decoration was popular from about 1870 to 1900

May 2001 THE VOICE
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Club Renaissance and the Resurrection
Ball
We really had a ball at this great fund

raiser on April 14th. "Drew" and "Tai-
lor Made" have outshined themselves
with a great drag show and the
Resurreciton, or some kind of 'rection,
was happening. My hats off to the out-
standing performance and look forward
to see more on June 9th, Pride 2001
event.

Wholistic Juice Bar and Lounge Wel-
comed Greg Upshaw

Many thanks to the entertainers for
donating your time and talent. Su-
perb performance was the order of the
day in the back lounge on April 18th
where Greg Upshaw was joined by
Mark Irschick as well as Petra. The
evening was enjoyed by all who at-
tended. Greg is so popular now that
he has been booked elsewhere on the
Pride Weekend and will be unable to
play at our event. We will really miss
him and wish him all the best.

We wish to thank Kathy Frey for host-
ing this event and look forward to the
Removeable Red evening in May 10th.
We invite you to come to this Must See
Event in Kitchener.

Muses Cafe hosted Removeable Red.
Sara Dillon and Connie Buna are 2
grrrls, 2 guitars and occasional drums
having a body grooving time. On April
25th, Removeable Red had the place
rocking to acoustic guitar, congos and

All-natural , no artificial colours, flavours or preservatives. {
To your door service. Unconditional 100% money-back guarantee. ;
&

()n Waterloo-Wellington Regional Pride Up-Dafe

By Audrey Charbonneau

a whole lot of fun. Everyone enjoyed
the evening of personal favourites,
original tunes, riot-folk, folky-cover and
big shiny tunes. We even had a sing-
along to “Cecilia”, reminised to tunes
played in Quebec City at the Summit
Protest and also had an audience
member take centre-stage with
“Mercedes Benz,” an old Joplin tune.

All in all a great time and a great
fundraiser, thank you Dan and Dave.

Rainbow Chorus Presents "The Rain-
bow Diary"

On Friday, June 8th the Rainbow Cho-
rus will present "The Rainbow Diary" a
music concert in Kitchener's Victoria
Park Pavillion from 8-10 pm. A great
many hours of planning and rehears-
ing were dedicated for this evening with
our talented local group, Rainbow Cho-
rus. Tickets are available in advance,

contact Robert at |l or Cory at
I

Kick Off Party at Club Ren

Also on Friday, June 8th, following the
Rainbow Chorus Concert, Club Ren
will keep up tradition with their out-
standing Kick Off Party. Doors are
open from 9 pm to 3 am. Watch for
flyers for more information and high-
lights of the night.

PFLAG has Hot Tamales

Parents, Family & Friends of Lesbians
and Gays-PFLAG will be staffing the
BBQ for the Pride 2001 event again

www.canusaint.com Phone: 519-624-5697

Toll Free: 1-888-822-6872, Fax: 519-623-5671

this year. This team had so much fun
last year that they are coming back for
more and they plan to add Hot Tamales
to the menu for those that need to spice
up their life.

D.A.F. F. Y.

Defend All Feather Friends Year-round
is an informal committee who encour-
age park patrons NOT to feed the
Ducks and other birds as this can make
them ill and may even kill them. They
also wish us to be aware of discarded
dangers to these creatures - such as
plastic pop can rings and broken bal-
loons. DAFFY appreciates your co-op-
eration in saving the ducks.

Unitarians Unite!

On Sunday, June 10th BOTH the First
Unitarian Congregation of Waterloo
and Guelph Unitarian Fellowship will
be holding LGBT affirming services for
the Waterloo & Wellington Regions.

Admission Fee to Event

Because of our commitment to give
you a really good time, there will be a
cover to get into this year's event. This
cover will help deflate the cost of the
park, entertainment, licenses, decora-
tion, advertisement, etc. We would
also like to give back to the commu-
nity so after much brainstorming, we
have decided on the following admis-
sion fee: $2.00 per person to attend
OR $1.00 per person PLUS a dona-
tion to the food bank to attend. We
appreciate your help in building a bet-

e

| g

’\,

With the help of Stable Income Strategies and CANUSA, Waterloo-Wellington
Regional Pride can raise funds when you order this pet food using our
registration number: W-2008-WRP when you order.
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ter Pride day.

Calling All Volunteers!!

Want to help make this Pride the best
ever? Contact us by Email at
wwrp@rainbow.on.ca or phone 743-
5015 (KW) to let us know you want to
volunteer. We need help to set up and
tear down as well as various tasks dur-
ing the event. We appreciate the great
support.

Mark your Calender for May & June
2001

Currently Available:

Canusa Pet Food & Products brochure
and our Annual Rainbow Directory
2001 are available around town, any-
where you get the Voice. (The Direc-
tory is on our web site in PDF file for-
mat as well). Pridewear is on sale at
Wholistic Health or contact WWRP.

WWRP meetings at \Wholistic Health at
7:00 pm in the Sunflower Lounge:
Wed. May 9, Thurs. May 17, 24, 31,

June 7

Pride 2001: Imagine, Be a Dreamer:
40 days and 40 nights until the big
day.

Friday, June 8th, 2001:
8:00 pm-10:00 pm: “The Rainbow

WHAT PRIDE MEANS

The Voice and Waterloo Wellington
Regional Pride want to know what
Pride means to you and are willing
to give away gifts in order to get your
opinion.

In 100 words or less describe
what pride means and receive a
free gift. Simply write or email your
thoughts and ideas about Pride to
the Voice with your name, address
and phone number and you will re-
ceive a free give plus your corre-
spondence will be printed in the
June "Pride" issue of the Voice.

Deadline for all comments is May

15th, 2001. This is your opportu-
nity to tell it like it is.

Raise Your Voice!

Diary” at the Pavillion, Kitchener. 9:00
pm - 3:00 am: Club Renaissance Kick
Off Party, Kitchener. U of W BB&GG
night at The Bomber Club. (tentative)

Saturday, June 9th, 2001:

Noon - 6:00 pm: Waterloo Welling-
ton Regional Pride, Victoria Park,
Kitchener. 9:00 pm- 3:00 am: Club
Renaissance Pride Celebration,

Kitchener. 8:00 pm- 1:00 am: Rainbow
Chorus Party, Guelph. 8:00 pm- 1:00
am: Celebrate Youth Phoenix Dance,
Waterloo. (see page 7 for more details)

Sunday, June 10th, 2001:

10:30 am: First Unitarian Congrega-
tion of Waterloo. 10:30 am: Guelph
Unitarian Fellowship.

a‘l

@
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HAMILTON LGBT

Alot of guts. A lot of pain. A lot of moxy. A lot of
laughter. A lot of talent. A lot of feeling. A lot of
love.

That has always been my impression of what goes
into the musical style known as Rock ‘n’ Blues. My
meeting with Naomi Taylor only served to strengthen
that opinion.

She informed me early on that she was a “sea-
soned performer.” As far as that goes, she admits
to being “plenty-nine.” She grew up with five sib-
lings in what she readily admits was a dysfunctional
family. It was, however, a family that readily espoused
music; popular blues and jazz musicians of the time
were no strangers in her home.

From a very early age, she began a love affair
with the guitar. Self-taught, she would often
unnerve professional musicians
when, as a child, she would focus
all her attention on their hands and ¢
fingers as they roamed and caressed
the strings. She then surprised and
amazed them with the speed with which
she could pick up their technique and
style.

She hated to be singled out or perform in
public. It was with great reluctance that as a
girl of 15 she was coaxed by her cousin to
perform at a Jam Night in a local club. Her spon-
taneous performance that night got her a spot in a
band and set her on the road to what has been an
active and successful career in, around and on be-
half of the LGBT Communities.

Basically self-taught, Naomi fondly remembers her
first mentor, Duckie Chase, whom she affectionately
refers to as “a black guy with a wooden leg.” Duckie
would come to her home after the clubs closed and
jam the night away. Even as a young girl she was
allowed to stay up to listen and learn. She still re-
members the night she almost bruised her foot when
he persuaded her to kick that leg of his.

By way of contrast, she is proud of the fact that
she was a vocal student of the renowned Edward
Johnson, who trained many a famous opera singer
and after whom the opera facility at the University
of Toronto is named. It's that training that helps
her maintain her range and sees her through bouts
of laryngitis or sore throat.

She has, however, drawn inspiration from many
other sources, including B. B. King, whom she has
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Let’s Hear It One More Time For Naomi
Taylor and Her Rock 'n" Blues Band

By Charles W. Westfall

met in person, Janis Joplin, Stevie Ray Vaughn,
Buddy Guy and many others. She readily admits
that in the arts you beg, borrow and steal from
whoever and whatever will work for you.

At the same time, hers has not been an easy life.
No stranger to pain, she lost, in a very short period
of time, a brother, sister, mother and father. Her
mother was an amputee and had to be nursed
through years of dialysis. Her father too required a
long period of personal care. Her brother and sis-
ter were both killed suddenly in tragic accidents.

It is this kind of pain, and her resilience in spite of
it, that Naomi brings to her performances. For her
and the audience, the music is therapeutic. That’s
what the Blues is all about: getting
the pain outside where it doesn't
seem to hurt as much. She em-
phasizes this dimension by in-
forming me that she did a gig
very shortly after her brother

was killed. “That night,” she
says, “every note | played

was just filled with the
grief and pain | was feel-
ing.”
But, hey, resilience is the key word
here. Naomi loves to remind her audiences that
“We're here for a good time, not a long time.” The
great mystery of life, for her, is summed up in in-
credible simplicity. “You're born and you die. Those
are simply facts.”

Naomi laughs when she thinks of the reaction of
many of her male colleagues. Often it is just, “Not
bad, for a woman.” Her own assessment of her
performance, however, is quite different: “I'm the
Big Blonde Bitch playing the Big Blue Bitch.” She
has affectionately named her Strat quitar, with the
blue sequinned strap and the B. B. King pin at-
tached, “Blue Bitch.” She also makes no bones
about the fact that the stroking and strumming have
definite, erotic implications for her and she derives
great satisfaction from what she calls “its yielding
moans of pleasure.”

The Naomi Taylor Band currently features Rob
McGuire, on Drums and Pete Ribbany, on Bass. The
dynamic trio is packing them in these days at The
Balmoral, here in Hamilton. The bar is under new
management and seeking new clientele. Rock ‘n’
Blues seems to be doing just that.

No stranger to the recording studio, Naomi has
recorded on tape, vinyl and disc. Her work has been
noticed by the Canadian Bibliographic Society and
will be listed in their files and on the Internet. She is
especially proud of her song “Lookin™ and an item
called, “Two Wrongs Don’t Make a Right,” which
was featured on a composite CD called “Rock My
Child.” The sale of that album alone helped raise
$2,500 for Children With AIDS.

Naomi Taylor obviously loves her work passion-
ately. She also loves her audience and wants them
to have a good time. She glibly states, “If they're
not having a good time, | won't stop working on
them until they are.”

Naomi is a joy to meet, a joy to hear and a joy to
get to know. All that remains is to offer the shout
that is the trade mark of Rock ‘n’ Blues fans and
musicians, “Let’s hear it, one more time, for Naomi
Taylor and the Naomi Taylor Rock ‘n’ Blues Band.”

But having met the Big, Blonde, Gutsy, Compas-
sionate, Loving, Talented, Insightful and Feisty
Blonde Bitch, one more time will never be enough.
As Naomi Taylor says herself, “ | have the right to
play because | have paid my dues and | will keep on
playing until | die, even if | have to be wheeled on
stage.”

Charles W. Westfall is a writer living in
Hamilton. This column is a Voice ex-
clusive.

VENDORS AT PRIDE 2001

Waterloo-Wellington Regional Pride
is proud to be able to bring vendors
to our Pride Day for the first time ever.
There will be merchandise/goods on
sale from Gomorrah’s, XXXotica,
Muses Cafe, Wholistic Health Juice
Bar & Lounge, Magestic Mud and

Dream Catchers made right on Roos
Island and more!

If you have a product or service you'd
like to sell on Pride Day contact us
now about a vendor table.

www.rainbow.on.ca/vendors.html



Celebrate Youth:

Reaching out to Waterloo Region’s GLBT Youth

Trying to form and keep strong,
healthy relationships is hard for teens
under the best of circumstances. But
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender teenagers, this can be
especially challenging. The fears of
harassment and abuse that face GLBT
teens often result in their feeling si-
lenced and isolated. The statistics, as
many of us are well aware, are stag-
gering. Gay and lesbian students are
up to five times more
likely than heterosexual
students to skip school
over fears of personal
safety and four times as
likely to be threatened
with a weapon. Sexual
minority youths have a
higher dropout rate than
other groups of teens.
Over 25% of all high
school drop outs are sexual minority
youths. Nearly 70% of sexual minority
youth report alcohol abuse and over
40% report drug abuse. A dispropor-
tionate percentage of homeless youths
are sexual minorities (studies suggest
anywhere from 25-40% of street youth
are GLBT). Studies suggest that ap-
proximately one third of all teen sui-
cides are committed by youth who are
gay or lesbian.

Two area secondary school teachers,
after witnessing these statistics first
hand through the torment that some
of their students endured (and having
experienced the difficulties them-
selves), decided that it was time to do
something about the difficulties that
GBLT youth face in the K-W area. It
became increasingly clear that the
Kitchener-Waterloo area needed a cen-
tre to serve as a meeting place for
GLBT youth to come to get involved in
community, find resources, make new
friends, and to just hang out. For these
two educators it is important to help to
assist in the healthy development of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
youth by initiating dialogue, providing
information and creating support sys-
tems. They believe that it is important
to provide a safe environment for GLBT
youth to meet with others to discuss

their concerns and questions regard-
ing their sexuality. As a result “Cel-
ebrate Youth” was created. It is a non-
profit organization whose goal is to
work with GLBT youth in creating op-
portunities, building strengths and fos-
tering empowerment among sexual mi-
nority youth. Most importantly, how-
ever, it is about community. In the
words of Audre Lorde, “Without Com-
munity - There is no liberation.” In or-
der for young people to
feel empowered and to
develop a healthy sense
of self-esteem, it is im-
portant that the GLBT
community recognizes
and openly addresses
the risks and difficulties
affecting these youth.

One of the goals of
Celebrate Youth is to
work to empower all GLBT youth,
educate and advocate on their behalf,
and create safer communities for all
youth. Celebrate Youth will do this by
providing education, advocacy, social
and supportive services to GLBT youth
and their families. Other proposed
services to be available through
Celebrate Youth will include:
-A drop-in centre featuring a pool table,
resource area, coffee house,
computers and more available for
youth to meet and socialize with other
GLBT youth
-Weekly, confidential support meetings
-Phone support and referral system
-Speakers bureau providing education
on (GLBT) youth issues
-Library of books, magazines and
videos about the GLBT community
-Assistance where needed in
completing Secondary School
Education

Currently “Celebrate Youth” is in it's
infancy stage. We have just begun to
raise awareness and funds for the
centre and are in the process of
applying to become a recognized
charity by the Federal government. For
more information you can e-mail us at

April 2001

DANGE JUNE 9

In association with Waterloo-Wel-
lington Regional Pride

All proceeds go to starting a sexual
minority youth drop-in centre.

8pm - lam

*Phoenix in Waterloo*
70 Belcan Rd, Watetloo

Tickets are $20 and are available at:
Toronto - Slack Alice’s — 562
Church St.

London — The Apartment — 186
Dundas St.

Kitchener - ACCKWA — 85

Frederick St.

Licensed event Photo ID
required

Silent Auction

There will be some incredible
items up for auction. From a
beautiful hand made blanket
chest to major event tickets.
Come and see what we have in
store for you.

Buffet

There will be a free buffet
available with all the fixins’.

Door Prizes

From t-shirts to hats and lots of
gifts. Major items for raffle and
auction -

. Downhill Head skis - value $600

. Bed items from Lusty Linen

. Major sporting event tickets

. Health and wellness baskets

. massage therapy certificates

. Sporting items from Instant
Replay Sports

. Entertainment items from
Dufferin Games Room

8. Labatt’s prizes

9. And more to come!

ONHAWN=

~

www.dykedances.com
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CLAIM YOUR POWER

e

Coming out can be one of the most difficult decisions
you'll ever make. Isn't that an understatement!

Fortunately, there’s a relatively new
personal growth and healing tool called Emotional
Freedom Techniques or EFT, which can rapidly and
very effectively remove the fear and trepidation
surrounding your decision. EFT enables you to
change your mental and emotional perspectives so
you can take a different, more self-empowered
approach to coming out.

EFT is a type of acupressure for the
emotions. It was developed in the early 1990s by
Gary Craig, an engineer by training, as a
simplification of Thought Field Therapy, which was
created by psychologist Roger Callahan. It works
on the same principles as oriental acupuncture
therapies, except instead of receiving needles, you
tap gently and briskly on certain points on your
own head and body in a certain order while you
focus on specific aspects of your negative emotions.
You remain fully clothed. EFT is by far the most
popular of the new energy therapies, largely due
to its simplicity and its astonishing success rate with
emotional issues. v

Gary Craig states “the cause of all negative
emotions is a disruption in the body’s energy
system.” EFT works by rapidly eliminating these
disruptions or root causes.

Arelatively simple issue, such as a fear
of spiders, likely has only one or very few energy
disruptions associated with it. We can think of it as
having a root much like a carrot. Inthe hands of a
skilled practitioner, EFT often eliminates issues like
this in a single session.

Coming out, on the other hand, is a very
complex issue with many different aspects. It
involves feelings like fear of rejection by your parents
and other significant people in your life, fear of
abandonment, perhaps internalized shame or guilt,
and other intense emotions. Instead of a single
root, it has many roots, like a field of weeds. It will
take EFT a bit longer to resolve these complex issues,
but much less time will be needed than for traditional
talking therapy alone.

If you choose to work with an
experienced EFT therapist, he or she will help you
identify various aspects of your fear of coming out,
such as telling your parents, other family members,
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Eliminate the Fear of Coming Out
with ‘Emotional Freedom Techniques’

by Judy Saltarelli Neal

friends, and so on. Each one of those may also
have several aspects. Telling your father may bring
up different emotions and worries than telling your
mother, for example.
Most likely, your therapist will have you
“tap” on the general thought of coming out first.
This acts to take some of the ‘charge’ off your
feelings. Then you will explore individual aspects,
such as telling your mother. If you feel any distress
about that, you would tap again, until you don't feel
it any more. You'd proceed in this manner until you
had eliminated all your distress about each aspect.
That's about all it takes to completely eliminate the
fear of coming out.
More and more therapists are offering
EFT, and we do it in person, by telephone and in
groups or workshops. You can use EFT by yourself
if you like. Gary Craig has very generously placed
the complete training manual on the EFT website,
www.emofree.com.  You can download it for free
and print it out if you wish. Keep in mind, though,
that by yourself it's sometimes hard to get results

EFT
Emotional Freedom
Techniques

Introductory
Workshop

Sat. May 26/01
Waterloo, ON

with

Judy Neal, M.A.

For more information:

A Proud Supporter
of Diversity

that match those that can be obtained when you
work with a trained therapist. Coming out is usu-
ally a highly charged emotional issue, and it may be
difficult for you to uncover all the related aspects by
yourself. It's worth doing, though, because if you
keep tapping away at it, you'll eventually release
much of your pain and worry.

It's important to note here that doing
EFT for yourself doesn't change other people. It
only changes how you feel and think. Initially, at
least, your parents, friends and employers will still
have the opinions and attitudes they always had.
When you have eliminated all or most of your fear
about coming out, you will be able to see the
situation more clearly and thus make wiser choices
about how and when to come out. This will help
make your coming out experience a better one for
you and for your family and friends.

Judy Saltarelli Neal is a counsellor &
psychotherapist in private practice in
Waterloo, ON. A friend of the LGBT
community, she uses EFT to help peo-
ple make impressive changes in their
lives. Send questions, comments or
suggestions to her at

e

© 2001, Judy Saltarelli Neal.
Permission granted to copy for
personal or non-commercial use
only, provided this copyright notice
is included. All other rights
reserved.
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SLOUCHING THROUGH GOMORRAH

The scene jarred me. Paul, a straight
man, a military pilot who helped evacu-
ate people from Vietnam and Cambo-
dia; a man happily married for 14
years, was crying over the death of a
gay man.

Now, it's not unusual to see straight
men cry over gay men. Butit's usually
fathers, when their sons come out to
them.

But Paul wasn’t crying over his son.
Or his father. Or even, strictly speak-
ing, a friend. Paul was crying over the
death of his mentor. And he was do-
ing it as he presided over his eulogy.

Paul Gonyea is the minister of the
church | attend, the unfortunately
named Church of Religious Science.
For years | refused invitations from
friends to come because it sounded so
cultish. The two ugliest, coldest words
in the English language are “religion”
and “science” and that church had both
words in it.

Turns out the church really is a cult.
If you think of cult as an abbreviation
for “cultivate.” As in cultivating a
greater idea about God, ourselves and
what we’re capable of growing into.

Paul was eulogizing the church’s
founding minister, Kennedy Schultz, a
brilliant and wickedly funny man who
had a knack for lowering your inhibi-
tion even as he raised your conscience.

The Final Barrier Between
Gay & Straight Men

By Michael Alvear

Once, in an unforgettable Sunday ser-
mon about feeling young, Kennedy
said: “I'm 65 years old. One day | woke
up and felt like an 18 year old. | got
up, looked around, couldn’t find one,
so | went back to bed.”

Imagine a gay minister saying that in
front of a congregation with a big
straight following. The man had balls.

For over two decades, thousands of
straight men and women took spiritual
instruction from a man they knew to
be gay. And they didn’'t give a damn.
Because the man had a message so
powerful it obscured the person deliv-
ering it.

Paul wasn't the only one weeping at
the eulogy. So were several hundred
of us, packed as we were into an audi-
torium for a special celebration of
Kennedy’s life.

| have seen straight men express a
wide variety of emotions about gay
men, from hate to tolerance, and in rare
cases, love.

But | have never, in fifteen years of
being out, heard a straight man express
admiration for a gay man. I've never
heard a straight man say he looked up
to a gay man, that he wanted to be like
him.

“Kennedy was the love of my life,”
Paul said in another jarring moment.
Most gay men couldn’t say that about

Jean-Paul Pilon

Barrister and Solicitor, Notary Public

245 Frederick Street,
Kitchener, N2H
Phone:

Fax:

May 2001

other gay men they were friends with,
and here | was hearing it from a straight
man.

There are over 400 affiliate churches
in the Religious Science denomination
with over 40,000 people attending
weekly services. Most of the churches
are overwhelmingly straight, but be-
cause Kennedy was our founding min-
ister the majority of our congragation
is gay.

And that’s what set up a most unu-
sual succession. Kennedy, a gay man,
had strongly lobbied the Church board
for Paul, a straight man, to be named
Senior Minister of a congregation that
was 60% gay. It doesn’t get any more
ironic than that.

In its view of gays, most of society
has moved from hate to hostility. Many
have moved from hostility to tolerance,
and some from tolerance to friendship.

That day, in that auditorium, | saw a
shift from friendship to love. But what
Paul and every straight man in the
place revealed was that there was one
more bridge to cross. And they had
crossed it without knowing it.

When straight men can experience for
gay men all the emotions that we ex-
perience for them, we will have truly
dissolved the barriers between us.
Itisn’t going from friendship to love that
will ultimately dissolve the barriers. It
will be what | saw that sad, sad day in
the auditorium, when Paul and hun-
dreds of straight men moved from lov-
ing a gay man to admiring him.

This column was submitted to The
Voice by Michael Alvear. He can be
reached at:
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Should ‘liberation” be edited out

Michael Bronski, an American journal-
ist living from 1854 to 1900, once
wrote: “To be overtly homosexual, in a

of our lives?

By Lyn McGinnis

due to their being unable to rid them-
selves of an exile’s view of that other
world. Standing with his nose pressed

culture that denigrates
and hates homosexual-
ity, is to be political.”
Our community has
certainly had very po-
litical moments in its
history. One indication
of our political aware-
ness and commitment
is the language we use
to describe our chal-
lenges and goals. The
use or lack of use of
one term - “liberation” -
says a lot about where
we are.

This word was once a

“Back when our community
was talking about “Libera-
tion,” this included freedom
from the cultural “straight
jacket” of heterosexual
models of relationship. We
wanted to break out of the
hypocritical tea party and
create a new culture. There
were many calls for em-
powerment and equality,
but seldom for the right to
partake of straight institu-
tions like marriage.”

against the cold win-
dow pane of hetero-
sexuality, the outsider
imagines everything
on the other side of the
glass is peaceful, per-
manent, cozy. I've ter-
rible news for him: in-
side, they’re longing to
get out.” This was writ-
ten in 1989 by Quentin
Crisp, a famous Eng-
lish writer and critic
and this century’s an-
swer to Oscar Wilde.
Our collective history
took a dramatic turn on

vital part of queer dis-
course. We shared it with black activ-
ists and feminists in the heady days of
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Yet we
don’t hear it much anymore. In our
headlong rush towards the mainstream
the term, and the energy it stands for,
is gone.

One illustration of this change is the
recent controversy surrounding Jane
Rule’s “heretical” statements against
same-sex marriage. Back when our
community was talking about “Libera-
tion,” this included freedom from the
cultural “straight jacket” of heterosexual
models of relationship. We wanted to
break out of the hypocritical tea party
and’create a new culture. There were
many calls for empowerment and
equality, but seldom for the right to
partake of straight institutions like mar-
riage.

There have always been those who
have remained true to the original radi-
cal nature of our beginnings and com-
pletely critical of heterosexual culture
and institutions.

“The desire of some homosexual cou-
ples to encumber their friendships with
the hideous trappings of normality is
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Friday evening, June
27, 1969. On this date, the New York
City tactical police force raided a popu-
lar Greenwich Village gay bar, the
Stonewall Inn.

Such raids were not unusual and hap-
pened regularly without much resist-
ance. However, this

anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. At
this first event there were many signs
and chants about “Gay Power.”
Throughout North America, “Pride Day”
is always held in June to commemo-
rate this event.

Unfortunately, there were almost im-
mediate cracks in this front. A sign of
the conflict between these more overtly
queer members (who were largely re-
sponsible for the Stonewall Riots), and
those ashamed of their proud and un-
compromising difference from the
“norm,” emerged. A rigid dress code
began to come into effect by the early
and mid 1970’s. Gay men were sup-
posed to “look like men.” They tended
toward the “lumberjack” and “construc-
tion worker” often sporting thick
mustaches. Lesbians also became in-
creasingly grim and colourless. In other
words, in just a few years the original
radicals were forced into the margins
by those benefiting from their actions,
just as they had been by heterosexist
culture. They were, as Michael Bronski
might have observed, “too political.”

While this situation

night the street erupted
into violent protest as
the crowds in the bar
fought back. What has
to be remembered to-
day is many of those ri-
oting in the streets
were Drag Queens.
They had gathered that
night at the Stonewall
Inn to mourn the death

“The notion of the right to
marry was only heard as
often as the right of cou-
ples having “guests” within
their relationship, having
relationships with other
couples and ongoing rela-
tionships with more than
two persons.”

has changed con-
siderably, it still is the
norm in many
settings, as can be
seen from the
observations of
Hibiscus, female
impersonator in the
1980s.

“I'm scared to death
of what’s emerging in

of Judy Garland, an
important cultural icon for pre-Stone-
wall gay culture. Perhaps a raid staged
on such a night was the last straw.
This backlash of these fearless
queens and others in the community
are known as the Stonewall Riots. Af-
ter these events, new group called the
“Gay Liberation Front” formed in New
York City. One of its first acts was the
organization of a celebration of the first

the gay middle class.
| was at the New York nightclub, the
Saint, in costume the other night and |
was petrified. No one wanted to go near
me. Everyone was so afraid to be dif-
ferent. | call it a gay middle-class
vacuum. This conformity is a danger-
ous thing.”

In late 1970, a group formed at the
University of Waterloo and called itself
the Waterloo Universities’ Gay Libera-



tion Movement (WUGLM). This organi-
zation changed it's name to the Gay
Liberation of Waterloo (GLOW) in
1980. In October of 1985, the name is
amended to be the Gay and Lesbian
Liberation of Waterloo (GLLOW).
Sadly, in the past few years various
members of GLLOW said they had
heard some were uncomfortable with
the term “Liberation,” saying sounded
too militant! Eventually they voted to
expunge the term, leaving us with the
current name, Gays and Lesbians of
Waterloo (GLOW). The history of this
name neatly demonstrates what | am
talking about. A detailed history of this,
and other aspects of our local commu-
nity can be found at:
http://www.glow.uwaterloo.ca/archives/
glowtimeline.html

| am not suggesting some dark con-
spiracy here, but a discernible shift
caused by a number of factors. While
queer North American culture after
Stonewall is a unique

of such internalized homophobia have
already been mentioned with the insti-
tution of oppressive dress and gender
codes within the community. This
meant we became oppressors of our-
selves as we had to deal with homo-
phobia, bi-phobia and trans-phobia
from each other!

The second assault is biological and
came from AIDS, the devastating
plague leaving very deep scars on us
all. While our community rose to the
immense challenge of meeting this
horror, this plague, along with robbing
us of so many, took part of our
irreverant/iconoclastic/fighting spirit as
well. Perhaps the worst aspect of this
situation is how this cultural and bio-
logical warfare seemed to compliment
and reinforce each other.

The third assault is societal and came
from a very well orchestrated backlash
against all “liberation” movements in
the 1960s and 1970s. We have seen

how the elites can be

entity, with its own his-
tory and evolution, it is
also part of a larger cul-
tural context. As this
context has changed,
we have, in our own
way, changed with it.

| am sure the original
activists had high hopes
of our alienation and an-
ger keeping us from

“The original activists had
high hopes of our alienation
and anger keeping us from
selling out. They articulated
many quite enlightened
ideas on how relationships
could evolve beyond the
existing heterosexual mo-
nogamous model.”

caught off guard.
During the Vietnam
War demonstrations,
the anti-war move-
ment steam rolled
over very powerful
corporate, military
and governmental
groups, unprepared
for a broad-based up-
rising against the sta-

selling out. They articu-

lated many quite enlightened ideas on
how relationships could evolve beyond
the existing heterosexual monogamous
model.

One of these exponents was Carl
Wittman, an American writer and ac-
tivist, who wrote in 1972:

“We have to define for ourselves a
new pluralistic, role-free social struc-
ture. It must contain both the freedom
and the physical space for people to
live alone, live together for a while, live
together for a long time, either as cou-
ples or in large numbers; and the abil-
ity to flow easily from one of these
states to another as our needs change.”

Unfortunately, subsequent cultural
and biological warfare have taken their
toll on this “liberation” mentality. Like
no other culture, we have been as-
saulted on three fronts. The first is cul-
tural and manifests itself as homopho-
bia from the straight majority and, even
worse, internalized homophobia di-
rected against each other. Examples

tus quo.

In more recent times, the demonstra-
tions against the total corporatization
of human life around the world, repre-
sented by the WTO and other anti-
democratic organizations, was totally
caught off guard by demonstrations in
Seattle. After these humiliations, these
elites usually managed to turn the ta-
bles on demonstrations. While their
weakness has always been the as-
sumption the general public will remain
asleep, their strengths of focused, long
range planning and organization have
always exposed our weakness in this
area. In the short run, progressive
movements can temporarily overturn
the oppressor’s plans. In the long run,
the oppressors have always been able
to out wait and out organize us. When
we win a battle, we tend to fall apart,
when they lose a battle, they hunker
down and defeat us with a quiet, incre-
mental approach. In this way the sta-
tus quo has, year by year, bit by bit,
undermined the language and mental-
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ity of “liberation.”

The result is we now live in a LGBT
community far more conservative than
existed here or elsewhere 10, 15 or 20
years ago. Gone is the active and en-
gaging political discussion of relation-
ships and the energetic deconstruction
of heterosexual culture along dreams
of new and better ways of being queer.
There is no doubt that back in the days
of “Gay Liberation” there were queer
couples who aspired to settle down
together. At the same time many ques-
tioned all aspects of our homophobic
culture. They were unwilling to be co-
opted into the very system oppressing
them. The notion of the right to marry
was only heard as often as the right of
couples having “guests” within their re-
lationship, having relationships with
other couples and ongoing relation-
ships with more than two persons.
When we identified with the term “lib-
eration” we were open to all possibili-
ties of relationship, based on our own
terms, not the mainsteam’s. We were
aspiring to show our oppressors how
diverse the spectrum of being human
and being in relationship with others
can be, instead of trying to prove we
are “just like everyone else.”

Lyn McGinnis, of Waterloo, is a web
and graphic designer. His company is
BlueStarWeb Design. He also does ad
graphics for The Voice.
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PAULAS PRIDE

Himalayans:
Most Colour Points, Whites.
Persians:
Bicolours, Calicos, Solids, Dilutes.
C.C.A. REGISTERED KITTENS
Paula Millard

Il Rose St., Kitchener [ NN

www.geocities.com/PaulasPride
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No, no, no to
marriage rights

By Gareth Kirkby

I hope they lose the legal fight for marriage equality

rights. There! | said it, and I'm glad | got it off my
chest. | hope, | profoundly hope, that gays and les-
bians are never allowed to marry in Canada in the
same way that straights can marry. | don't want to
have even the option of doing that in my life. | don’t
want you to have the option of doing it in your life.
And | don’t want those couples who are taking the
issue to the Supreme Court Of Canada to win their
case and have that option.
Not that they aren't good people. Not that | don't
admire their spunk, their willingness to stand up
for what they believe in. But | think their argument
is wrong, contrary to what our movement has al-
ways been about, and will cause permanent dam-
age to gay culture.

In the last year, this paper has repeatedly brought
you arguments on both sides of the issue of queer
marriage. In the last couple of issues, local queers,
including lesbian icon and author Jane Rule, have
spoken up clearly in opposition to a legal fight for
queer marriage. Everyone has their own reasons
for opposing marriage rights. | have a couple of
major bones to pick, but shall concentrate on only
one in this column.

As the legal fight was being organized, a most
revealing incident occurred right here in Vancou-
ver. One couple, who had been together for three
decades, and lived in the same home and built a life
together, was upset that another BC couple was
about to become the vanguard of the legal chal-
lenge. The second couple had been involved for only
a few years and didn't want to live together after
getting married.

The case wasn't even formally launched and some
in our community were already mouthing the same
old hierarchical crap that social conservatives have
always shoved down our throats: length of involve-
ment is some sort of gauge of commitment, or pu-
rity, or love, or respectability, or “marriage-like”
state; living together is better than living apart and
marriage requires people to live together. And that,
dearest readers, is the main reason why | hope
Egale and the queer litigants lose the court case: it
boils down to culture.

In our culture, we haven't created the same hier-
archy as has heterosexual culture. We know that
love has many faces, and names, ages, places to
fuck, positions to fuck in, and so on.

We know that a 30-year relationship is no better
than a nine-week, or nine-minute, fling -- it's differ-
ent, but not better. Both have value. We know that
the instant-intimacy involved in that perfect 20-
minute blowjob in Stanley Park can be a profoundly
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beautiful thing. We know a two-year relationship
where people live apart is as beautiful, absolutely
as beautiful, as a 30-year relationship where peo-
ple live together. We know that the people involved
inan open relationship can love each other as deeply
as the people in a closed relationship. We know that
sometimes it's best for a relationship to end, that
it's a terrible shame to throw away the love we in-
vested in that lover, and that ex-lovers can make
the best “sisters.” We know that you can become
closer to your best friend than your 30-year lover,
telling that friend things you'd never tell your life
partner.

All these things are part of the spectrum of love.
And love in gay culture is a spectrum -- not a hier-
archy. That's our culture.

In much of straight culture, love is stuck in a hier-
archy. The ceremony, the piece of paper, the gov-
ernment recognition, the tax benefits, the high cost
of exit - all these are intended to create an aura
around marriage that suggests it's better than the
alternatives.

Marriage belongs to heterosexual culture and we
should respect that. It's a ceremony tying a woman
and a man together (though | would argue that
marriage inherently puts the woman in a subservi-
ent position). Not that marriage works, of course.
It is a morally bankrupt institution (I'd argue that
the special recognition by the state and the church
on marriage encourages people to marry who
should not be doing so) where people lie and cheat,
fight over the remains, and damage their children
while battling it out before the courts.

Straight culture encourages its members to find
all their emotional needs (lover, best friend, confi-
dante, roommate, vacation partner, parent of their
children), in one person, with predictable strains
and horrible endings. Gays and lesbians tend to
divvy out the emotional ties between different peo-
ple -- lover(s), roomies, fuck buddies, best friends,
“sister(s)”, and ex-lovers -- who become key mem-
bers of our support network. Valuing honesty and
honouring lust, we almost always open up our rela-
tionships to sex with other people after a few years.
A recent federally-funded health study of Vancou-
ver gay men found that only two percent were in
long-term relationships. A similar study of straights
would, no doubt, have found some 80 percent or
more were in long-term relationships.

If we win access to this marriage snake-pit, it will
begin the erosion of the culture that we've worked
three decades to build. We’ve spent so long build-
ing our culture, and fighting for the freedom to live
our lives as we really are, that we sometimes forget
to pause to savour what we’ve made. And, though
it has its flaws as do all cultures, it really is quite
beautiful.

If we win the right to formal marriage, it won't be
long before some in our community start behaving
as though they've got something better than the
rest of us. That they’ve got a more meaningful dem-
onstration of love and commitment, and other such

nonsense. This cancer will grow and attack our fun-
damental values celebrating diversity of sexual ex-
pression and love. Queers form loving relationships,
that's for sure. But they're not the same as the
marriage relationships that so many straights form.
We should celebrate that instead of trying to pre-
tend that we're just like them. Instead of demand-
ing that the courts and government lock us into the
same straight-jacket that so many straights are in,
we would do better to notice that so very many
straights are learning from our culture, are reject-
ing and leaving marriage. Why would we want to
join a club that celebrates something that doesn't
work for many of the participants when we already
have something better? It's absurd to push for equal
treatment under the law when it would mean set-
tling for something that is inferior to our own ar-
rangements and yet suffers a serious superiority
complex. The lawyers and politicians in our commu-
nity have run amuck on this one. They need reign-
ing in. |, for one, will not donate a single penny to
any fight for marriage recognition. The provincial
NDP government’s support of gay marriage won't
play a role in helping me decide who to vote for in
the upcoming election. And | plead with the nation's
politicians and justices to turn away from these peo-
ple. They don't represent the reality of what our
relationships are about. And they're out of touch
with what our movement is about at its heart --
freedom, not equality. Building a better world, not
settling for equal treatment in the same world. Lov-
ing relationships, not hierarchy.

Gareth Kirkby, who is originally from
Guelph, used to volunteer at GQE and
got his start in journalism at the
Kitchener-Waterloo Record and the
Waterloo Chronicle. He is now the
Managing Editor of Xtra West.

This article was re-printed with Gareth
Kirkby's permission.

VENDORS AT PRIDE 2001

Waterloo-Wellington Regional Pride
is proud to be able to bring vendors
to our Pride Day for the first time ever.
There will be merchandise/goods on
sale from Gomorrah’s, XXXaotica,
Muses Cafe, Wholistic Health Juice
Bar & Lounge, Magestic Mud and
Dream Catchers made right on Roos
Island and more!

If you have a product or service you'd
like to sell on Pride Day contact us
now about a vendor table.

www.rainbow.on.ca/vendors.html



Challenging the
marriage challenge
Gays oppose having the choice
By Tom Yeung

The pursuit of marriage rights affects all gays and
lesbians, say queer critics, including consequences
that will harm the unique lives of gays and lesbians.
To date, the loudest opposition to gay marriage has
come from religious fanatics and social conserva-
tives. But a growing chorus of gays and lesbians
are opposing the efforts of Egale and individual
queers who want the legal right to marry. These
opponents don’t want marriage and they don’t want
the choice to marry.

“We’re entering a building which is on fire,” says
gay Vancouver lawyer Garth Barriere, summing up
his views on the institution of marriage. Lesbians
and gays have picked one of the worst times to
want in on marriage, says Barriere, an institution
that, as divorce rates suggest, isn't even working
for heterosexuals.

Worse still is the effect marriage might have on

those who don't want it.
When one kind of relationship becomes more le-
gitimate, other relationship types that are uniquely
strong among queers - chosen family, polyamoury,
negotiated promiscuity, anonymous sex - become
less legitimate, Barriere says.

“It would be easier for the state to justify attack-
ing those other kinds of relationships. For exam-

ple, they could decide to close the bathhouses, be-
cause they're bawdy houses. It would be maybe
easier for them politically to do that when those
relationships aren't legitimized.” And those concerns
are echoed across the country. Toronto activist and
historian Rick Bébout says the biggest impact mar-
riage will have is on gay discourse, “how we think
about ourselves, how we talk about ourselves.” For
the past seven years marriage has framed the strug-
gle for queer rights, says Bébout. That in itself has
put limits on how queers today perceive each other.

“We've built a whole culture that celebrates pro-
miscuity in the best sense, in the sense of random
connections and paying attention to the world and
not hiding yourself off to some little cocoon, and
not imitating other people,” says Bébout. “All that's
disappeared from the discourse.”

State recognition also means state regulation to
Bébout: think divorce settlements and alimony. Once
we were all outlaws, says University of Toronto crimi-
nology professor Mariana Valverde, but now some
are more lawful than others. Pushing to legalize
same-sex marriage elevates the committed couple
above others, she says, as being more worthy of
respect.

“I think it will have an impact on the SM commu-
nity. Who knows, maybe a lot of the guys out in
leather want to get married, but at least culturally
they are perceived as the dark side of the gay com-
munity,” says Valverde. “So | think there are prob-
lems whenever you elevate a particular image.”

There are now two lawsuits against the federal
government to recognize same-sex marriage: one
from the BC government, the other from Egale, on
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behalf of five couples from across Canada.

Egale executive director John Fisher says the na-
tional advocacy group framed their arguments care-
fully as not to denounce those who never want to
marry. But the bottom line is, according to Fisher,
all gays and lesbians must have the choice to marry
whether they will or won't. To have otherwise sends
amessage that queers are less worthy of respect,
he says. “It's Egale’s position that all our relation-
ships are entitled to be treated equally, regardless
of how people exercise that choice,” says Fisher.

“We’re not saying marriage is an ideal institution.
It's important to some people, and those peoplé
have the right to that option if they so choose. For
those who choose not to then that choice deserves
to be respected as well.”

In Egale’s affidavit filed with the Supreme Court
of BC, Fisher argued that couples who will never
get married will benefit nonetheless from having
the choice. “The process of exploring with a part-
ner whether or not to marry can lead to a greater
understanding of the values and priorities of each
partner, and deepen the mutual understanding and
respect underpinning the relationship,” reads the
affidavit.

Marriage critics disagree. If same-sex marriage
becomes legal, Barriere fears it will become the
ideal.

“I think it will become, for better or worse, the
goal many people set out for themselves. For many
people it will end up being a wonderful experience.
For many others it will be a goal they will never, ever
be able to achieve. They may suffer a lot of anguish
because they can't form the type of relationship
they've been told is the ideal.” Bébout claims mar-
riage rights will, in fact, limit people’s options. Cou-
pled monogamy is already becoming the standard
against which relationships are viewed by queers
themselves, he says.

“I think that's a huge mistake, and we've done it
for the wrong reasons,” says Bébout.

“We've done it essentially out of a lack of respect
for our own lives. And what we've been able to cre-
ate is a different kind of culture, that to me is valu-
able precisely because it's not the same as any-
thing else.”

Re-Printed from Xtra West

BE A PRIDE-DAY VENDOR!

Call Waterloo-Wellington Re-
gional Pride today and arrange to
be a vendor on Pride Day. We

have several vendors already
lined up and room for more.
(519)
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Spiritual Life: The Quest for Freedom

No Pain: No Gain! No Perspective: No Point!
By Noel Springwood

A favourite story of mine involves
three artisans working away at a con-
struction site in the middle ages. A rov-
ing reporter (purposeful anachronism),
comes by and asks each of them what
he/she is doing.

The first answers, “| take these bricks
from here and put them over there, in
a pile, so someone can take them
somewhere else.”

The second answers, “| use mortar
to pile these bricks on one another,
making sure that they are straight and
stable and capable of supporting one
another.”

The third answers, “I'm building a Ca-
thedral.”

In a mechanistic, go faster world, that
kind of perspective is difficult to
achieve. At the same time, lack of it is
destroying individuals and whole soci-
eties. It's time to get some measure of
sanity and balance into the rat race.

Part of the problem is a mentality that
has made profit, productivity and popu-
larity the measure of a person’s worth.
Another part of the problem is that
these elements can only be obtained
by winning a never ending battle
against machines. Another part of the
problem is that this battle cannot be
won until people become more valu-
able than the mechanical masters they
now serve.

| remember reading a science fiction
story a long, long time ago that helps
illustrate what I'm getting at. | think it
was by Robert Heinlein. It portrayed a
world where the sole means of trans-
portation was some kind of magnetic
conveyor belt that sped vehicles on
their way automatically and at breath-
taking speeds.

| thought of this story recently when |
saw a news report stating that such a
system had been developed and could
be built any where for a mere billions
of dollars. Trouble is, the developers
probably had never read the story | was
talking about. In it, the conveyor belt
stops suddenly and all the vehicles go
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flying off in all directions, killing a lot of
people and destroying a lot of prop-
erty. What price progress?

Again, a long, long time ago, Anthony
Newly, singer, actor, musician, com-
poser and playwright, wrote a popular
piece of musical theatre called, Stop
the World! | want to get off! He hadn’t
read the story either.

We can't stop progress any more than
we can stop the rotation of the globe
and the whole solar system. At the
same time, it is not surprising that in
the name of progress, and in a throw
away society, human beings have be-
come quite expendable. Just a few
more cogs in the machinery that drives
everything.

The result, of course, is an ever in-
creasing heap of human detritus. The
poor, the homeless, the hungry, the
destitute. Those that escape these
fates, often end up as slaves. They are
condemned to work the treadmills of
the wealthy to ensure what is so glibly
called a healthy economic climate.
“Healthy for whom?”, is my question.

In the light of the reality in which we
live, it is not surprising that rage
abounds. With more and more de-
mands being placed on individuals to
produce more in less time and with
more and more individuals being
bumped aside by mechanical giants,
the human spirit just rebels. Or, gives
up.

| see it every day. Not just in the
number of panhandlers on the streets.
| see it in the speeders on the high-
ways. | see it in those running red
lights. | see it in supermarkets and
stores. Even if I'm the only person
there, | am rushed through the
checkout so quickly that | can hardly
put my airmiles back into my wallet,
my change into my pocket or pick up
my shopping bag. What happened to
the friendly greeting | was offered when
| first arrived? | see it in the unprec-
edented level of labour unrest we are
currently experiencing.

Human beings are not machines. Nor

can we ever hope to compete with
them. Maybe the Harris government
should take this factor into considera-
tion when it pushes measures that
shrink education to a status that is lit-
tle more than job training.

Life is far more important, far more
delicate and far more involved than
that. | believe the violence that seems
to permeate many of our educational
institutions these days results from a
basic failure to recognize these factors.

Unfortunately, there are no easy pre-
scriptions or formulae available to re-
verse the situation. There are many
avenues that look promising. Few, if
any, ever produce lasting or worthwhile
results. When you get to the LGBT
Communities, the whole problem is
made worse by the underlying current
of nonacceptance, if not hostility, that
just will not go away.

Part of our solution is, all too often,
to deny the problem The Ostrich men-
tality. If | just live as though there were
no problem, the problem will go away.
Frequently, the solution is sought in
excessive use of nicotine, alcohol or
narcotics. They might remove the hurt
for a time; they end up increasing the
problem. They also end up decreasing
the lifespan. Maybe that's the ultimate
desired effect.

Another escape is found in promis-
cuous sex. That musical | talked about
up above has a song that became quite
popular. It goes, “Who can | turn to
when nobody needs me?” That's the
question of the day. A question each
individual must answer for him or her
self.

Often the answer is found in organ-
ized religion. Nothing wrong with that.
Often the answer is found in a personal
relationship. Nothing wrong with that
either. Often the search for the answer
is simply abandoned. That is the road
to ruin.

| have often said to those who would
listen that | have never really under-
stood the meaning of “denial” until |
became involved with the LGBT Com-



munities. There is so much denial, re-
sorted to because the pain of living is
either too threatening or too hurtful to
endure, that | wonder how many of us
have real lives after all.

The measure of pain in a life is often
the measure of caring, the measure of
awareness and the measure of self-
worth. To deny it is to risk denying and
destroying one’s self. A favourite apho-
rism is, “Without the rocks the brook
would lose its song.”

The saving perception that can res-
cue each of us from the kind of sub-
servience and oblivion that can destroy
us is to stand up and be counted. To
realize that | am a person of worth. To
take time to savour that and the world
around us. To recognize that to say, “I
am”, means that | am more than a
piece of machinery.

To gain this measure of perception,
may require help. Not many of us like
to reach out for help. In recent after
dinner conversation, this topic was
raised. | suggested, not quite tongue
in cheek, that if we changed the word
“help” to “network”, more individuals
might seek it and accept it.

When it stops hurting, you're either
comatose or dead. To listen to the pain,
to learn from it and to benefit from it is
not easy. Not to do so is easier, per-
haps. It is, however, almost certainly
lethal. To succumb to what is basically
an inhuman, insensitive and intolerable
system simply helps perpetuate an
inolerable situation.

Life is there for the taking. The best
things are free. Human personality is
a rich and beautiful thing. To sacrifice
it for anything less is nothing less than
a kind of prostitution or slavery. How |
perceive the pain in my life helps de-
fine that difference. The choices | make
because of that perception help define
who | am.

I am who | am. It is pointless to try to
be more or less than that. The ultimate
pain is not to accept it.

NOEL SPRINGWOOD served most of
his life as a Roman Catholic Priest.
A Voice exclusive.

HERSTORY

LESBIAN AUTHOR JANE RULE

Born in New Jersey in 1931, Jane
Rule graduated from Mills College in
California in 1952. She moved to
Canada in 1956, where she intermit-
tently taught at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia until 1976 when she
moved to Galiano Island.

One of her best known novels “Desert
of the Heart” was made into a Holly-
wood movie, “Desert Hearts” and is
considered to be the mother of all les-
bian love stories.

dresses lesbian themes in the work
American novelist, essayist, and ©0f 12 women writers, including
short-story writer known for her ex- Colette, Willa Cather, and Elizabeth
ploration of lesbian themes. Bowen.

Upon graduation from Mills College, Selected Publications:

Oakland, California, in 1952, Rule

studied briefly at University College,  After the Fire. Toronto: Macmillan

London, and Stanford University. She  Canada, 1989.

taught English and biology in a pri-

vate school in Massachusetts before = Memory Board. Toronto: Macmillan

moving to Vancouver in 1956, where  Canada, 1987.

she joined the staff of the University

of British Columbia, lecturing in Eng- Hot-Eyed Moderate. Tallahassee:

lish and creative writing from 1959to  Naiad, 1985.

1972 and teaching women's groups.

She began to write full-time in 1974.  Contract With the World. Tallahassee:
Naiad, 1982.

Rule's characters are usually re-

warded for following their hearts and  Lesbian Images. Trumansburg:

punished for emotional cowardice.  Crossing, 1982.

Desert of the Heart (1964; filmed as

Desert Hearts, 1984), Rule's first, Awards:

best-known novel, is considered a

classic of lesbian literature; it traces  Canadian Institute for the Blind Talk-

the lives of two women, separated by  ing Book of the Year, for After the

age and background, who meet ata  Fire, 1991.

boardinghouse and fall in love. In con-

trast, This Is Not for You (1970) is US Gay Academic Union Literature

written as an (unmailed) letter to the ~ Award, 1978.

narrator's best friend, whose love she

denies at the cost of her own happi- Canadian Authors Association Best

ness. Against the Season (1971) ex-  Story of the Year, 1978.

plores the interwoven lives of several

people in a small town. Rule's other ~ Canadian Authors Association Best

novels include The Young in One An-  Novel of the Year, for The Young in

other's Arms (1977), Contract withthe ~ One Another's Arms, 1978..

World (1980), Memory Board (1987),

and After the Fire (1989). She also Exclusive Interview with Jane

published three volumes of short sto- Rule who has spoken out

ries and two collections of essays. against same-sex marriage -
In Lesbian Images (1975) Rule ad-  Page 16
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A VOICE EXCLUSIVE

LESBIAN AUTHOR JANE RULE SPEAKS OUT
AGAINST SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

By A.J. Mahari

This issue is the current court-chal-
lenge being spearheaded by Egale to
legalize same-sex marriage. While
some may have thought the greatest
opposition to this challenge would
come only from the hetereosexual com-
munity there is considerable contro-
versy and opposition within our own
community as well.

Jane Rule described herself to Xtra
West as “an old lion who felt
like roaring.” After the death of
her partner of 45 years in Janu-
ary of 2000, Jane Rule had not
been heard from until now. She
feels very strongly that legaliz
ing same-sex marriage is not *
the way that we need to go as .
a community.

Considered by many to be a

lesbian icon, author Jane Rule
(“Desert of the Heart” which
was made into a Hollywood
movie, “Desert Hearts”,and many other
novels) spoke out against same-sex
marriage in an interview with The
Voice.

When asked why she thought that we
should be opposed to our movement
taking on the challenge to legalize
same-sex marriages Rule said, “Be-
cause I think it's an institution that gives
over our right to define our own rela-
tionships to the state and to the church.
I don't want either one of them telling
me how to live.”

Rule doesn’t believe, per se, that same
-sex marriage will hurt our relation-
ships. She is not opposed to anyone
who wants to get married doing so. She
made it quite clear that was whe is
opposed to is this: “The movement
putting political energy into something
that | think is a dying institution that has
cramped the emotional growth of
heterosexuals for years.”

She then added, “Marriage was set up
when women and children were con-
sidered property of men and it's still run
that way. And | don't think that we
should be going in that direction which
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seems to me reactionary and silly rather
than saying let's get rid of the state
defining any of our relationships het-
erosexual or homosexual.”

In listening to Rule speak, there was a
strong sense that she values libertar-
ian ideals and that she holds the opin-
ion that having anyone other than the
parties in a relationship define it or vali-
date it is undesirable.

“I think for us to be offering
, this as the goal of the move-
ment, sure seems to me like
turning ourselves into de-
pendant children,” added
Rule.

When asked what she would
say to those who say that the
time has come and that the
equal rights are more impor-
tant than anything else, she
said, “Well, you know, to think
of marriage as a right seems to me
phoney in the first place. | think it's a
fallen-shame. Like saying, 'gee,
heterosexuals get the right to go to
prison why can't I? It's the same thing
with the military. | mean, who the hell
wants to go into the military? Again, |
don't object to somebody going into the
military f that's their choice. | feel sorry
for them - they are certainly entitled to
their exercise their own individual free-
dom. But for a movement to fight for
things that | think of as just a waste of
time, damaging and misleading in terms
of all of the things it promises ... If any-
one thinks that being allowed to be
married is going to change the bigots
mind they are crazy. It's like saying if
everyone came out tomorrow there
would be no problem. Everybody would
realize that there are lesbians and gay
men everywhere doing wonderful work
and so we would all be accepted. Tell
that to the blacks. | think we are living
in a never-never land with the notion
of being respectable. And | think it's a
phoney goal.”

Jane Rule believes that the “move-
ment” has gone astray and that the idea
that we expend political energy to fight

for same-sex marriage is as she says,
“a movement that is focused very nar-
rowly and very reactionarily. | think
there are a lot of extremely young men
who are doing pretty well and they are
middle-class and who are wanting the
respectability of the community. So
that's who is leading us at the moment
and I'm sorry | think it's time for a lot of
us to say, no this isn't where we want
to go. We want to go to independant
adulthood.”

| asked Jane Rule how she felt about
the common-law status that is now law
in Canada and she has strong feelings
about that too.

Rule asserted, “/ think they are horri-
ble. We have no choice at all. And you
know that category was set up in or-
der to catch men who wouldn't marry
women and support their children. We
think we'd be more acceptable by be-
ing dumped into it, | don't know why
we do. And in that we have no choice
at all. We're stuck, we either lie on the
form or we claim common-law.”

Rule is proposing that everyone declare
themselves, “legally single” on the up-
coming census which is going to, for
the first-time ever, have a place for
same-sex couples to declare their com-
mon-law relationships.

When asked why she is advocating this
and what effect she thinks it might have
she replied, “/ think it would stop the
mis-use of misinformation for one thing.
People assume that everyone is going
to declare their status as gay and les-
bian people, which is a pipe-dream.
There are a great many people who
are not out who won't .... and there-
fore the statistics will all be skewed and
the government will come back and say
to us you talk about yourselves as 10%
when you are only .02% we have it
proved now. So you are not going to
get an accurate figure. It is going to be
misused as an inaccurate figure. | think
it's just a defeating purpose.”

Jane Rule has very definite opinions
about what she refers to as “our move
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ment” Rule said that she thinks our
movement, “Should be putting our en-
ergy into getting the state out of adult
relationships altogether. Not just our
own but everybody's. | think we should
be working with employers and unions
to do the same thing so that we are
not creating the false-dependencies
that have already been set up. For in-
stance, to give you an example, there
was a case of a man who wanted grief-
leave for his lover's father and was re-
fused it, so this is a reason why we
should be able to claim manitial-status
so that we can get this stuff. My argu-
ment is that we should be teaching our
employers that we negotiate for a cer-
tain given time that we can spend on
grieving and then we should be the
ones who say for whom we grieve
whether it's our dog or the President
of the United States is nobody's busi-
ness but our own. We've made our
agreement with the employer - occa-
sionally personal things are more im-
portant than work. But the employer
should not be telling anybody what that
grief-leave need depend on.”

It should be noted that when Rule’s
partner of 45 years died in January of
2000, she did not claim any benefits.
Many argue though that she can af-
ford to hold her libertian-like ideals be-
cause she is in a privileged postion.
Rule believes that up until the move-
ment sought to legalize same-sex mar-
riage and won the same-sex common-
law couple benefits and burdens which
were just imposed upon any lesbian or
gay person in a relationship, the gay
community knew how to take care of
its own. She has strong concerns about
the burdens that many who can least
afford to bear will now have to bear.

Rule bluntly stated, “I think with the
common-law circumstance, now for in-
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stance, somebody with AIDs on wel-
fare will no longer be able to claim it if
he's living with somebody who's got a
job. And this is a benefit? The govem-
ment is perfectly willing to do it because
it will privatize more needy people. So
they can go off the government books
and land on their lover's. It seems to
me there are a lot of people who are
taking care of each other, nevermind,
but it should not be the state's deci-
sion whether or not you take on that
economic burden. It should be between
the couple and if the couple doesn't
declare as a couple each one of us
should have an individual safety-net. It
shouldn't depend on who we live with.
Each individual should be covered.”

In an interview with Xtra west, Rule was
quoted as saying that she describes
the pursuit of marriage and common-
law rights as “the heterosexual cage
of coupledom.”

Do we, as lesbians and gays, belong
in that cage? Is it a cage, in your opin-
ion?

Clearly, whether you agree with Jane
Rule or not she does make some very
interesting and thought-provoking
points.

Should the right to choose supersede
the reality that marriage, as an institu-
tion, is seriously flawed and failing? Do
we want to be able to marry out of
some illusion that we will then meet
with some ‘seal of approval’ and/or the
legitimacy that society betows upon
heterosexual marriage? Will the right
to marry make “us” more like “them”?
Will it seriously threaten, challenge or
somehow obliterate gay culture as we
now know it? Jane Rule is just one op-
ponent of same-sex marriage in our
community. Her thoughts on the issue
are not by any
stretch of the
imagination
those of just
one lone voice.
There are many
others. The
benefits of legal
marriage in our
society do
seem to lend a
tremendous
amount of
weight to the
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“yea” side. But the “nays” seem to fear
this as if it is some loving embrace of
hetereosexual culture. Is it? What's
next, we use the terms “husband” and
“wife”, or “spouse.” Many feel an on-
slaught of “straight-values” just through
the mere usage of these words. Yet we
are left to try to assimilate for the sake
of our rights and we are left to do with
this with no unique and meaningful, let
alone practical and validating, lan-
guage to describe our own unions.

Jane Rule feels that the use of such
terms, “husband” or “wife” is again, “re-
actionary.” Rule went on to say, “Peo-
ple should be free to define their rela-
tionships in any way they want to. But
to have it as a goal to be able to call
your partner your wife or your husband
again seems to me to go back to a
paradigm that is bad in itself. If people
need to do it let them do it. But cer-
tainly don't set it up as something that
we all should crave. You don't have to
have a universal language. You can
use whatever you want. Not being re-
ally eager to have labels we do have to
have a language to speak to each other
in.”

Are we going to adopt “straight-
lanuage” and if so, at what cost to our
own culture? Is gay culture viable within
the newly-emerging definitions of rela-
tionships?

One can'’t help but wonder if there isn’t
another way, a better way, that we
could acquire the legal rights that we
need regarding adoption, inheritances,
control over what happens when a part-
ner is ill or dies without having to be
“married”?

How many “burning buildings” do you
want to walk into only to find that what
you thought you so cherished, wanted
and desired no longer exists? Is mar-
riage a viable alternative? Do we have
a culture to preserve? Are we being
assimilated or effectively annihilated?

Each person has to be the judge for
themselves. Same-sex marriage is
becoming an equally emotional issue
within the gay community as it has long
been in the straight community. Time
will tell if Jane Rule’s opinions turn out
to be impacting concerns or not. To
marry or not to marry, that is the ques-
tion....
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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE CONTROVERSY:
INTERVIEW WITH EGALE'S JOHN FISHER

By A.J. Mahari

Equality For Gays and Lesbians Eve-
rywhere (EGALE) is a Gay Rights or-
ganization in Canada that is mandated
to challenge any inequites in Canadian
Society that effect lesbians and gays.

Recently | spoke to EGALE’s Excutive
Dircector, John Fisher about the recent
controversy regarding the fight for le-
galized same-sex marriage in Canada.
In light of the columns written

clear in our view that this is a right they
deserve to have.”

Many have made claims that same-
sex marriage will damage, set back or
even annihilate gay culture. To this
Fisher responded, “Ours is a diverse
culture. There are many same-sex cou-
ples for whom marriage is part of their
culture. | believe that being able to
marry is something that will

in Xtra West and Jane Rule’s

“Diversity provide more options to our
vehement opposition to same- community.”
sex marriage we wanted to enhances Fisher then went on to say, “/
find out why EGALE is spear- | 8ay culture; | tink that having the right to
heading this court challenge | it doesn’t | marry doesn't limit anyone’s

and what they see the issues
as being to give our readers a

diminsh it”

freedom of choices if that’s not
an institution they prefer for

well-rounded perspective.

When asked what he thought about
the opposition that exists in our Cana-
dian queer community regarding same-
sex marriage, Fisher said, “Opposition
is very straight forward. Ours is a very
diverse community. There are same-
sex couples like some hetereosexual
couples who don’t wish to marry.
Equally there are people in our com-
munity who do choose to marry. It is

themselves. Any people who
choose not to marry will be free to do
so and will still be able to fully partici-
pate in lesbian and gay culture to the
exact same extent that they currently
do.”

Fisher realizes that there are two de-
bates taking place, one about marriage
and one about common-law, benefits
and burdens. It is the latter that many
object to having just thrust upon them
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with no choice in the matter. He sees
the current cafluffel as a false-conflict.
Fisher insists that, “Nobody will lose by
enabling marriage as an option.”

He was adamant about the reality that
we can’t pick and choose the laws un-
der which we are recognized.

“If lesbians and gays want to adopt
children, to inherit, to be able to visit
their partners in emergency rooms and
to be treated equally through immigra-
tion laws and other laws then they have
to recognize that there are some other
laws that will treat us less favourably.
There are laws that carry responsibili-
ties as well”

Fisher doesn’t see this issue as one
that is shaping up as a debate between
those who support marriage and those
who oppose it. He sees it as being
about choice and diversity and the
maximizing of options available to all
in our community. He strongly believes
each person and/or each couple must
have the right to decide for themselves
how they want to live their lives and
structure their relationships.

Fisher believes that being denied the
choice to marry sends a very negative
message generally. One that only re-
inforces societal homophobia.

“I think it's only a divisive debate if it's
structured as supporters of marriage
versus opponents of marriage. By
structuring it in terms of freedom and
the maximizing of options and diversity
we can reduce the divisiveness and
make it a debate that everyone can
stand behind.”

Learning to be more tolerant of each
other and the choices that each one of
us makes along with realizing that our
own personal definitions of gay culture
are not the same will enable us to agree
to disagree with respect in our com-
munity. This is something that the very
level of our diversity demands we con-
tinue to work at. Whether or not you
want to get married why would you
want that right denied to others who
very much value marriage and want to
enter into it as the way in which they
choose to structure their relationships?

It's high time we stopped oppressing
each other for the very differences that
we claim to celebrate and be proud of.



National Religious Leadership Roundtable Declares “Love Won
Out” Conferences to be Misguided and Dangerous

Leaders Respond to Anti-Gay Reparative Therapy

A national group of religious leaders
today responded to the latest anti-gay
“Love Won Out” conference, which was
held this past weekend in Philadelphia.

The conference is part of a series of
events held around the nation spon-
sored by Focus on the Family, a con-

servative religious organization. The
events are aimed at convincing gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
(GLBT) people, as well as their clergy,
family and friends, that sexuality can
and should be changed through repara-
tive therapy and a conversion to Chris-
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tianity.

The National Religious Leadership
Roundtable, which represents leaders
from 40 faith-based traditions, de-
nounced the anti-GLBT message be-
ing promoted by Focus on the Family.
The Roundtable is convened by the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
and was founded with Equal Partners
in Faith.

“These discredited attempts to
change sexual orientation are really
only suppressing behavior, not chang-
ing the natural attractions that are in a
persons heart,” said Rev. Bob Gibeling,
program executive of Lutherans Con-
cerned and spokesman for the
Roundtable. “Any ministry that uses
fear, guilt and shame to try to change
someone’s sexual orientation is not
only unethical, but is also putting them-
selves and their ministry in legal jeop-
ardy because of the professional medi-
cal associations clear stand against it.”

“Many individuals in houses of wor-
ship, denominations, and religiously
affiliated organizations throughout the
United States, believe that gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender individuals
do not need to be repaired or saved
from their sexual orientation or gender
identity,” the Roundtable said in a state-
ment. “On the basis of medical opin-
ion and our various religious beliefs,
personal testimonies and first hand
experience, we believe that reparative
therapy is not appropriate for gays, les-
bians, bisexuals, and transgender in-
dividuals. The effects such practices
have on the majority of people range
from useless to extremely harmful, and
may be a contributing factor to self-de-
structive behavior and many suicide
attempts by GLBT individuals.”

According to the American Psycho-
logical Association (APA) statement on
homosexuality which was released in
July, 1994, “The research on homo-
sexuality is very clear. Homosexuality
is neither mental illness nor moral de-
pravity. It is simply the way a minority
of our population expresses human
love and sexuality. Research findings
suggest that efforts to repair homo-
sexuals are nothing more than social
prejudice garbed in psychological
accouterments.”

The assessment of the American Psy-
chological Association is also held by
the American Psychiatric Association,

Continued on page 29
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Although Canadians are among the
largest per capita purchasers of life
insurance, it still presents a real
mystery to many people. They don’t
fully understand the need for life
insurance, let alone the bewildering
array of products on the market today.

Although life insurance doesn’t have
the same glamour as some financial
products, it is still one of the most
important purchases you will make,
and a key element in a sound financial
plan.

How Much Insurance Do I Need?
There are many different ways to use
insurance to help you achieve your
financial goals. However, there are two
primary reasons why people need life
insurance; cash needs and income
needs.

Cash Needs:

When you die, your estate will need
cash immediately to pay various
expenses such as the following:
Debt Eliminatian: Eliminating all
debts is a popular use of life insurance.
The last thing your family needs is the
worry of a large mortgage after you are
gone. A debt-free home can reduce
the ongoing financial pressure on your
family and give them the option of
staying in the home.

Taxes: Revenue Canada calculates
your taxes at death as if you sold

Determining Your Life
Insurance Needs

by Bonnie J. Babin,
Investment Planning Counsel of Canada

all your property such as stocks,
bonds and real estate. If the
property has appreciated, capital
gains tax will apply. Your registered
retirement assets, such as RRSP’s
and RRIF’s, are also fully taxable as
death unless your beneficiary is your
spouse. Consequently, your estate
may be confronted with a large tax
liability, which could reduce the value
of your estate by up to 50%. To pay
the tax, if cash is not available, you
family may be forced to sell the cottage
or business even though they might
want to retain these properties. This
sale could come at a time when the
values are depressed.

Education Funding - \Nithout a post-
secondary education, it will be very
difficult for your children to get jobs. A
four-year university degree now costs
about $ 40,000. If you haven’t already
set aside adequate funds for your
children’s education, account for it
when calculating your insurance needs.
Estate Settlement Costs - The most
common expense is funeral costs,
which can vary from $ 5,000 to $
10,000 or more if special arrangements
have to be made. There are other
major costs in settling an estate such
as executor, legal and probate fees.
Income Needs:

We often forget that our most important

asset is our ability to earn an income.

Most financial plans are built around
your employment income continuing
for a number of years. Without that
income, your family’s financial security
could be at risk.

Many people are surprised when they
calculate what their income is really
worth. Let's look at a simple example.
Suppose you are 35 and currently
earning $ 4,000 per month. Assuming
you work until age 65 and receive a
5% increase each year, your total
earnings will be $ 3,189,000. In a
typical case, it is highly unlikely that
your family can maintain their standard
of living without at least a portion of
this income.

Life insurance will provide the capital
base to replace that lost income if you
die prematurely.

To determine your insurance needs,
start by asking what income your family
would require to maintain a reasonable
lifestyle if you were to die tomorrow.

As a general rule, assuming all debts
and mortgages are eliminated, if one
parent dies, the family will require
about 70% of current family income.
From this, subtract your spouse’s
expected employment earnings as well
as Canada Pension Plan survivor
benefits and any expected pensions.

Continued on page 23
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Note: This article will be discussing
each of these topics and may offend
some.

Once again tax season has came and
gone but many of us have yet to re-
ceive our assessment from Canada
Customs and Revenue Agency. The
assessment usually correspond to the
tax return that you have just filed. The
assessment also includes information
regarding any credits that may be car-
ried forward, as well as your RRSP
contribution limit for the year 2001.

Occasionally, CCRA may ask that you
submit information to them to substan-
tiate a claim. Normally these requests
are for receipts for large deductions,
tuition transfers, rent and/or property
tax, charitable donations, child care re-
ceipts or medical receipts. These re-
quests are becoming more common as
more and more people are filing their
returns electronically. The government
will send you a notice and provide you
30 days to respond. Once the receipts
have been looked over, the government
returns them to you with a letter stat-
ing that no adjustments are necessary
to your return. If there has been a mis-
take, the government will be sure to let
you know. These requests are not au-
dits. Most individuals are never audited.
However, if you are do not panic. If
you had filed your return properly and

SEX, RELATIONSHIPS,
AUDITS & GOVERNMENT

by Darren Kregar
Economical Tax Services

have all the receipts, there is nothing
to worry about.

CCRA selects taxpayers at random
and uses the results of these audits or
requests to determine where people
make the most mistakes, and in which
areas people most often cheat. If you
receive a letter in the mail from the
government, don’t assume that you or
your tax return preparer has done
something wrong, just be sure that ei-
ther you or your preparer can prove that
you did your return right.

If you do get audited and the govern-
ment finds errors, it's almost guaran-
teed that they will look at that particu-
lar item again next year. Some tax re-
turns have very little worth in auditing.
An employee with one T4 slip has less
chance of being audited than a self-
employed person with significant ex-
penses. If you own a business or rental
property and occur losses for more
than 2 - 3 years, the risk of being au-
dited increases.

Occasionally, the government will
send you a re-assessment late in the
year. The re-assessment is usually a
result of the government receiving ad-
ditional information that was not sub-
mitted with your return. Most re-as-
sessments | have encountered have
been a result of a tax receipt that a cli-
ent did not have when the tax return

was filed. If you submit a
T1adjustment, you will also receive a
re-assessment from the government.

So what can you do to avoid being
audited? Don’t Cheat. If you do cheat,
you should be aware that the taxman
has ways to track you down. The gov-
ernment has identified industries that
have a higher incidence of cheaters,
including construction, subcontracting,
auto repair, independant courier serv-
ices, flea market vendors, direct sales
and unregistered vehicle sales. This
list grows longer each year.

And if you do cheat, stay quiet! Some
of you may like to voice your opinions
on various internet newsgroups or chat
sites. You may also be talking to a
friend at a restaurant. Also you may
not want to be talking about taxes in
bed. Guess what, the taxman may be
online or be next to you at the restau-
rant or who knows, even under your
covers. (It should be noted that this
advice also applies to relationships.)

Darren Kregar is the owner of Economi-
cal Tax Services located in Waterloo.
Other services available at Economi-
cal Tax Services include: business con-
sulting, bookkeeping, payroll and train-

ing.
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COUNT YOURSELF IN ON MAY 15, 2001
2001 CENSUS SAME-SEX COUPLES WILL BE INCLUDED

This year, for the first time ever, the 2001 National
Census will ask a question about same-sex rela-
tionships. The Census will provide important infor-
mation about how we live our lives and structure
our relationships. Our inclusion in the question-
naire will send a powerful message in communities
large and small across Canada that same-sex cou-
ples are an integral part of Canadian family life.

Will Responses Remain Confiden-
tial?

Neither names nor addresses are entered into the
census database. All employees who work with cen-
sus questionnaies are sworn to secrecy when they

are hired, and only a small number of employees
have access to completed questionnaires. There
are severe penalities for any employee who does
not up-hold this confidentiality.

This census is not recognizing or generate any
information about lesbians, gays, bisexuals or
transgendered and will not provide an opportu-
nity for those who are single to make known their
sexual orientation.

For more information call us at The Voice at (519)
or email:

or
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Confessions of a Late Bloomer

Mother was the taproot of our family tree.

During her last few years, visiting her hospital
room was a daily ritual for my two brothers and me.
Through visits, doctor conferences, and updating
family friends, my brothers and | grew closer. Look-
ing back, | know this was Mother’s plan.

She knew she was our touchstone and worried
we would drift apart after she died. Our lives were
so different, and in many ways she was our only
connection.

My mother died more than 10 years ago. Her
death was a slow one. It often is with cancer.

Upon her death, our family appeared to fall apart.
Two coming-outs, three divorces and a mental
breakdown followed, yet the brothers stayed to-
gether. Having two gay sons may have been too
much for her at first, in time she would have come
to accept the change. For above all else, she loved
her boys.

Despite my love for her, | could not grieve her
death. The pain of losing Mother was too intense.
My feelings froze the day she died.

Friends with casseroles, flowers at the funeral
and the long limousine ride home followed. Look-
ing back, all were little more than a blurry memory,
a surreal dream faded over time.

At her service, a flood of emotions raged be-
neath the surface yet | could not cry, really cry. |
feared | might lose control. If | were not careful, |
would sink so deep that | could never resurface.

After the service | barricaded myself in her
kitchen unable to face the host of friends who came
to pay their respects. | was afraid to see my own
pain mirrored in their eyes.

Instead of facing my pain, | shut off my emo-
tions and lost my emotional core. Blocking emo-
tions in one area of my life meant blocking them all.

If loving someone meant losing him, | could not
risk loving. | pledged | would never again feel like
an abandoned child.

For ten years, | was disconnected with people,
even those | loved most. For ten years, | was numb.

Today, the ice is melting and | am beginning to
regain feeling. Seeing a lover share the challenges
of a new career with his mother jolted my emotions
from their sleep. His mother’s intense concern,
sincere sympathy and loving support made me long
for my own mother. Never have | felt so alone.

Turning Into The Skid
By Randy Siegel

Most gay men enjoy a special bond with their mothers
and dealing with their death is one of the most difficult
tasks they must face. The below arficle, “In the Arms of
Mama,” shares the story of my Mother’s death and how
| learned to “turn the wheel into the skid,” experience
the pain and regain my emaotional core.

| feel raw, vulnerable and lonely. | spend more
time by myself and tear while watching the most
benign television shows. My feelings flinch at the
most innocent comments. | miss my mother so
much my stomach aches.

Instead of masking the pain, | am leaning into it.
| am turning the wheel into the skid.

“I came to explore the wreck,” poet Adrienne
Rich wrote. “I came to see the damage that was
done and the treasure that prevailed.”

By facing her death, | am free to see her life.
Her memory is now with me always.

| laugh when | remember what an awful cook
she was. | awoke each morning to the sound of
scrapping toast and the smell of burning bacon.
Regardless of being culinary challenged, she in-
sisted on fixing her boys a big breakfast.

| see the elegant Sunday suppers where she
served Kentucky Fried Chicken out of sterling silver
bowls. | see the silly flowered bathing cap she wore
to the beach each summer. | hear the sound of her
laughter, and | smell Channel No. Five.

A special bond holds a gay son and his mama.
Perhaps it is because we will never marry a woman
who can replace our mother’s love.

For most gay men, our mothers are irreplace-
able and losing them is one of the hardest things
we face. For no matter how much we are loved by
fathers, friends, families, spouses or lovers, no one
can replace a mother’s love.

As a child, | would chant “Mama! Mama! Mama!
| want you!” when nightmares came. Within sec-
onds she was there, and the bogeyman disappeared
into the night.

Closing my eyes, | feel my mother’s loving arms
around me, and | am at peace. For me, there’s still
no safer place than in Mama's arms.

Randy Siegel is an Asheville, NC-
based writer and speaker who spe-
cializes in the challenges of coming
out later in life. He can be reached
through The Voice or at
RASWriter@aol.com. This article was
submitted to The Voice by Randy
Siegel.
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Continued from page 20

Now you can calculate the capital
needed to generate that income.
Don't forget taxes and inflation when
making this calculation. Revenue
Canada will still want its share of the
income. Also, even modest levels
of inflation can erode the purchasing
power of your family’s income over
time. For example, if your family
can live comfortably on $ 30,000
per year today, they will need $
49,000 per year 10 years from
now to maintain the same
lifestyle.

Annual Income Required to
Maintain $ 30,000 of
Purchasing Power .

Years 5% Annual Inflation
Rate

5 $ 38,290

10 $ 48,870

15 $62,370

20 $ 79,600

Once your total cash and income
needs are calculated, you will reduce
this amount by your existing
insurance and other investments.

For most of us, nothing is more
important than our families.
Ensuring they will be able to enjoy a
reasonable standard of living, even
if you are not around to enjoy it with
them, is a priority.

Your comments and
suggestions are welcome.

Please respond to e-mail
address: bbabin@ipcc.org
Phone: (519)836-2550

Fax: (519)836-6949
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Is there a need for women-only space?
Why? Many would say it's safety and
empowerment in a patriarchial-driven
world. It can be about understanding
just as much as safety often.

Safety -- from what? Safety from the
kinds of patriarchal or misogynist atti-
tudes that are so prevalent. For it is
equally about understanding,
commonality and a sense of belong-
ing and being heard than it is about
safety alone.

Why is it not gender discrimination?
According to Egale’s John Fisher,
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Women-only space?

By Ms. A.J. Mahari

“Canadian Courts and Human Rights
Tribunals have developed a definition
of discrimination which is more nuanced
than requiring that everyone be treated
identically, but which instead enables a
recognition of historical disadvantage,
differences in power, systemic inequali-
ties etc. As a result, it is recognized
that there is value in having spaces
in which groups that have faced sys-
temic disadvantage can celebrate and
affirm their own identities on their own
terms. Each case would be considered
on its own facts, but it is likely that a
womynspace such as that described
above would be considered to be ad-
vancing, rather than contravening, the
principles of Canadian human rights
laws.”

~ Some men get livid when women talk
. about why they need their own space
_and activities and about why that's not
- gender discrimination. But the fact is
~ that many women do not experience

safety or have a sense of personhood
reflected back to them in many of the
“spaces” in our community that are for
the most part male-dominated. Why
are they male-dominated? Why is there
“an old- boys network™? Why is our so-
ciety still dominated by “old-boy-poli-
tics”? How is it that so many areas of

gay culture are still less than welcom-
- ing to women? And why do so many

In the comfort of your home

+ Bonded ond Insured
* References Availoble

Phone: (519) 885-4991

Your loved one will be careﬁfor‘

men find this hard to believe? Even
sadder is the reality that many women
are conditioned to the all-too-often sub-
tle nature of gender discrimination.
However, one does not have to be a
radical feminist to “get it". Nor is one
necessarily a “radical feminist” for get-
ting it. Likewise one does not have to
be a “man-hater” to speak up about it
or to refuse to buy into it.

Many women would also support men
having men-only space that was de-
fined as such. This way we wouldn't
have to endure the supposed “shared-
space” that is catering to the men’s in-
terests anyway.

Women need their own space in order
to celebrate what being women means
to them. Women need to have the kind
of space that nurtures them and pro-
vides them with an environment in
which they feel not only heard but vali-
dated. Seeking women-only space is
not about dividing community. It is
about empowering women enough to
strengthen community.

The opinions expressed in this col-
umn are those of A.J. Mahari, only,
and are not made from any editorial
standpoint of The Voice Magazine.




Leaders Respond to Anti-Gay
Reparative Therapy
Continued from page 19

the American Academy of Pediatrics,
and the American Medical Associa-
tion. Yet, Focus on the Family con-
tinues to advance the harmful and
demeaning message at their confer-
ences that GLBT people need “treat-
ment.”

Despite repudiation from virtually
the entire psychological and medical
community, Dr. Joseph Nicolosi, a
speaker at the conferences and
president of the National Association
for the Research and Therapy of Ho-
mosexuality (NARTH), tells parents
to tell their kids that “homosexuality
is really a psychological problem and
that many of them, if they really work
hard at it, can overcome their homo-
sexuality, get married and have fami-
lies. This is basically what we want
to teach our kids.”

The National Religious Leadership
Roundtable considers that ex-gay
testimonies featured at the “Love
One Out” conferences are “based not
only on the misguided belief that eve-
ryone should be heterosexual, but
also that everyone should belong to
the same narrow religious view.”
These conferences deny the reality
that a broad array of religious tradi-
tions throughout time and across the
world embrace GLBT people and
celebrate their unique sexuality as a
divine gift.

The National Religious Leadership
Roundtable members are leaders of
over 40 faith-based organizations in-
cluding Muslim, Hindu, Catholic,
Jewish, Protestant, Mormon, Black
church, and other religious and spir-
itual traditions. Together they work
in partnership with other justice-
seeking groups to amplify the voice
of pro-GLBT faith organizations in
public discourse; promote under-
standing of and respect for GLBT
people within society at large and in
communities of faith; promote under-
standing and respect within GLBT
communities for a variety of faith
paths and for religious liberty;
achieve commonly held goals that
promote equality, spirituality and jus-
tice. It is convened by the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force and
founded with Equal Partners in Faith.

http//www.ngltf.org/pi/nrlr

Parents’ sexual orientation matters, study finds

LOS ANGELES, April 27 (Reuters) -
Children raised by homosexual couples have differ-
ent attitudes toward gender roles and sexual pref-
erences than children raised by heterosexuals, ac-
cording to a University of Southern California analy-
sis of studies on the subject published this week.

USC sociologists Timothy Biblarz and Judith Stacey
examined 21 studies on the subject dating back to
1980 and found that children of lesbians and gays
are more likely to depart from traditional gender
roles than children of heterosexual couples. Their
findings were published in the American Sociologi-
cal Review.

Inan interview on Friday, Biblarz said that the study
found that information on the subject had previously
been stifled and the differences played down.

“Social research hasn't been fully free to explore
differences among children. Research has been sti-
fled and researchers have downplayed almost any
finding of difference at all between children raised
in gay and lesbian families versus straight families.
Unfortunately, this produces a consequence in the
science arena of not advancing knowledge,” he said.

“One of the things we are calling for in the paper
is that sometimes a difference really is a difference
and we ought to be exploring them and acknowl-
edging them,” Biblarz added.

Biblarz said there were some modest “but very
interesting differences ... as we would expect there
should be.”

For example, he said, teenage boys with homo-
sexual parents were more sexually restrained then
their counterparts who were raised by heterosexual
couples. And boys raised by lesbian couples exhib-
ited less aggressive and more nurturing social
behavior then boys raised in heterosexual fami-
lies.

On the other hand, teenage girls showed an op-
posite trend. Girls raised by lesbians gravitated to-
wards less stereotypically feminine dress, play and
occupations, Biblarz said.

KIDS FROM HOMOSEXUAL FAMILIES ‘DOING EX-
TREMELY WELL'

Teenage girls raised by lesbians also appeared to
be more sexually adventurous and less chaste than
girls raised by heterosexuals.

The study also showed that more children from
homosexual households gravitated towards same-
sex relationships although they were not statisti-
cally more likely to identify themselves as lesbian,
gay or bisexual.

There seemed to be no difference in the mental
and emotional health of children based on whether
their parents were homosexual or heterosexual, or
in the quality of the parent-child relationships, the

May 2001

analysis said.

“They are doing extremely well,” Biblarz said.
“There’s no evidence that in terms of their adjust-
ment and development and well being ... that kids
(from homosexual families) are suffering greater
harm.”

He added that, “Children brought up by lesbians
and gay men are well adjusted, have good levels of
self esteem, are as likely to have high educational
attainments as children raised in more traditional
heterosexual families.

Biblarz said the USC study focused mainly on chil-
dren raised by lesbians, because fewer studies of
co-fathers exist. He added that there seemed to be
advantages to lesbian over heterosexual parenting
in that co-mothers tend to be more involved in their
childrens’ lives and more nurturing than hetero-
sexual couples. They also exhibited greater harmony
in their parenting approaches, he said.

“Co-moms seem to spend more time with their
children than their hetero male counterparts,”
Biblarz said. “Women in general seem to come out
(higher) in many dimensions having to do with care
of children relative to men and that’s a function of
gender differences,” he said.

NOW AVAILABLE

Waterloo-Wellington
Regional Pride’s

Annual Rainbow
Directory 2001- 2002

Look for it on our web site as
well in PDF format. You can
print out the pages you want
to reference or print out the
entire guide. If you lose or
mis-place your copy there’s
another one waiting right
there for you.

www.rainbow.on.ca
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HIS-STORY

If an apple a day keeps the doctor away, then |
want a Granny Smith orchard. In this case, | haven't
figured out whether they're for eating or throwing.
Okay, so | had a bad dating experience. With a doc-
tor. A cute doctor. Arich doctor. A cute, rich, socially
irresponsible, self-impressed, shallow, homopolitan
doctor. Not that I'm smarting from the encounter
or anything...

Now, before the Gay and Lesbian Medical Asso-
ciation sends out its public relations dogs, let me
say that | don't have anything against gay doctors
as a group, just this one in particular. | wish I'd had
several syringes of local anesthesia before step-
ping into his presence.

| met this man in an upscale thrift shop. In the
dressing room, actually. But before you reach for
the lube, let me assure you that it was innocuous, if
not completely innocent. | was trying on a pair of
funky cowboy chaps and he knelt to help me zip the
legs. A promising power dynamic from the getgo, |
thought, being the princess that | am.

“They match your eyes,” he said.

“Thanks and good day,” | should have said.

“You have a great smile,” he said, clearly leering
at my butt: 4

“No solicitors, please,” | should have said.

I left the store with his business card but without
the chaps.

We played the requisite game of phone tag, dur-
ing which he seemed overly eager to meet. Navi-
gating our way through his schedule, however, was
about as relaxing as having the Secret Service case
your home for a Presidential visit.

He spent the first 20 minutes of dinner obsessing
about the menu being fatty and high in carbs. This

Why My Next Boyfriend
will be a Plumber

By Kirk Read

was followed by a diatribe about his new trainer, his
new workout regimen and a recent shift in his choice
of muscle building energy bars.

This is what | get for being so easily flattered in
retail stores, | thought. This will be a good lesson.
Flirt first, then interview, then hire. The next man |
date will write an essay before we go for a cup of
non-threatening coffee.

"This was all adding up to a nasty dating malprac-
tice suit." Just to irritate his health Nazi ideals, |
ordered a duck entree with a demonically rich sauce.
He visibly cringed and in a measured, demanding
tone, he ordered a large spinach and tofu salad,
with no dressing.

As an afterthought, | ordered a Rolling Rock. “Be-
fore dinner, please.”

“What do you do?” he asked, setting his cellular
phone on the table. If that phone rings, | thought, |
swear to God | will learn black magic and cast a fat
and flabby spell on this man.

“I'm a writer,” | replied.

“What do you do for money?” he continued. This
is perhaps the rudest question in the world to ask
someone whose love job isn't quite footing each
and every bill.

“I work at A Different Light bookstore,” | said,
fully realizing that he now considered me a cashier.
Maybe dating menial laborers was exotic for him.

“That's in my neighborhood, but I'm a real sucker
for Amazon.com. And Borders. | love Borders.”

“Oh? And why would that be?” | said, choking
back a growl. At this point | was holding the side of
the table with both hands.

“The discounts are great. And Amazon is so con-
venient. They bring it right to your door.”

“But you live in the

Diter D. Mastel

Chartered Accountant

Phone: 519-741-1851
Fax: 519-741-9451

Castro. Wouldn't it be
more convenient to
go get the books in
person? Why does
someone like you
need the discount,
anyway?”

“I just like doing it
online,” he said with
a big grin across his
lips. | think he ex-
pected me to giggle
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at his lame double entendre. “Isn't it good that |
buy books?”

“Yes, it is,” | reassured him. “Congratulations. But
the chains are wiping out the small stores left and
right. They demolish independent stores as a busi-
ness strategy. They don't care about queers.”

“Gosh, you're really upset about this,” he said,
observantly. I'm glad he’s in general practice and
not psychotherapy. This is a man who was born to
depress tongues with oversized popsicle sticks.

“Think of those discounts as a tiny rent at small
bookstores. They're community centers. Can't you
see that?” | asked.

His phone vibrated and moved three inches across
the table. Blood vessels in my eyes were bursting
at this point. He held up his index finger to shush
me and took the call. After a few minutes of jovial
chatter, he closed his flip phone.

“That was Aaron, this cute kid | work out with.
He's a model,” he said proudly.

| stared at him in the controlled manner that |
learned from my cat. | calmly assessed the situa-
tion. I'm having din-din with a politically clueless,
overstarched body fascist who takes calls during
first dates and proceeds to make reference to a
“kid” he works out with. Call me dramatic, but | was
thinking walk-out. | kept staring. This was all add-
ing up to a nasty dating malpractice suit.

As the waiter arrived with my duck and his naked
spinach, his phone vibrated again. He again held
up an index finger. My mouth dropped open and |
stood up.

“This is so not working,” | announced.

The waiter, puzzled, motioned to my plate.

“He'll eat it,” | said, and disappeared in a puff of
pink smoke.

A bad date is inevitable every now and again, |
reckon. The difference between that doctor and me
is that as an all-powerful gay press columnist, | am
able to process the experience in print. This will
either mean that no thinking man will ever want to
date me, or he'll at least think twice about crossing
me. After all, it's awful foolish to cross a Southern
fag with a laptop, cuz hell hath no fury...

Kirk Read lives in San Francisco and can be

reached at || N 75 2ticle

was submitted to The Voice by Kirk Read.



The Lesbian Video “Bound” is a sexy,
& DVD Hot List suspenseful, and

funny neo-noir
classic.

Desert Hearts

The mother of all les
bian love stories!
With the sexiest lesbia
love scene ever filmed

Sex, lesbians and videotape! With so
many lesbian films to choose from
these days we could all use a bit of
guidance for that next trip to the video
store. PlanetOut’s own Jenni Olson
offers some of her top tips for lesbian
movies on video and DVD in this | est (and most romantic)
instaliment of the PopcornQ Video Hot . | lesbian comedy of the
list. year 2000.

But I'm a Cheerleader
Clea DuVall and Natasha
Lyonne star in the sexi-

. Everything Relative

A kind of lesbian “Big
Chill group of women
(lesbian and straight)
who went to school to-
gether in the late
1970s and are reunited in New York
City when one of them has a baby.

Fire - the depiction of
two sisters-in-law who
fall in love and dare to §
defy the traditions of a
patriarchal society.

Go Fish - young ur-
ban dyke love story -
one of the biggest
ndie lesbian hits

If These Walls

Could Talk 2 - A
mainstream lesbian
movie starring most Jif
of our favorite les- g’
bian icons.

The Incredibly True
Adventure of Two
Girls in Love - One
of the best coming

out movies ever
filmed.

k—W's besd sel%hor\} of\
~ bretgn cuH\aaNme indie, ff.,f'i‘L?;‘,’,?:,‘f;[‘,‘;;yj
gay and lespian\and\ | s elbe
hard—to—Find wdeos. - Wi

ﬁhd\damn\coo\\mags 18p.

The Watermelon
Woman - directed
by a black-lesbian.
Savvy, wry and self-
consciously ironic.

GENERATION X|

ALTERNATIVE VIDEO & MEDIA
When Night Is Fall-

\ UREIHH ST“] [BBOGE ing - A film for the

. , ( hopeless or hopful
Stiliour best sougee for Gay © Legbianwideas. i EOMARTG i all of Us.

http://www.planetout.com
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BOOKS

The Dating Dance : A
Guide for Women Dating

Women
by Joyce M. Gayles

Joyce Gayles, Ph.D., a clini-
cal psychologist and suc-
cess coach, takes the reader
on a journey through the "di-
lemma of dating." She de-
fines what a date is and asks
the reader to confront the
reality that "dating is an of-
ten difficult and avoided part
of the woman-to wo-
man...experience."

The Dating Dance-creates a
new paradigm for dating that
encourages readers to ex-
plore their definitions and
expectations of dating as
well as their cultural condi-
tion-ing....Scared? Don't be.
Gayles provides step by
step suggestions, affirm-
ations, exercises and realis-
tic examples of lesbian dat-
ing issues and ways to re-
solve them.

Gayles has created a "must
read" book for all lesbians
who are considering dating,
who are currently dating,
and even those in relation-
ship. Even the most experi-
enced lesbian can benefit
from this insighful book. Let
the dance begin!

The Case for Same-Sex
Marriage : From Sexual
Liberty to Civilized Commit-
ment

by William N., Jr
Eskridge

THE CasE Far
SAME-SEX
MABRIAGE

WilkEasme %, Fekobdare, 1,

The issue of gay marriage
continues to make head-
lines. In July 1996, Con-
gress voted on the Defense
of Marriage Act, a Federal
bill that would forbid same-
sex marriage.

In The Case for Same-Sex
Marriage, Beltway lawyer
and professor William N.
Eskridge makes a compel-
ling case for why gay peo-
ple should have the "right"
to marry. Eskridge blends
legal arguments, historical
data and Constitutional law
to make his point, and his
erudition and wit show
through on every page.

The Case for Same-Sex
Marriage is informed, pro-
vocative and highly convinc-
ing. It is an easily under-
standable compendium of
everything you have to know
about the gay-marriage de-
bate.
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Trans Forming Families:
Real Stories About

Transgendered Loved
Ones
by Mary Boenke

'Must read' is hardly ad-
equate - it is a must-feel,
must-understand kind of
book...plunges the reader
into the kaleidoscopic diver-
sity and courageous deci-
sions of transgendered ex-
perience.

Trans Forming Families:
Real Stories About
Transgendered Loved Ones
includes 31 stories by par-
ents of very young gender
variant children, by parents
of adult transgenders, by
spouses and partners, and
by special others - grandpar-
ents, siblings, adult children.
It is the first book published
detailing the journey families
experience when their trans
loved ones comes out to
them -shock, denial, dismay,
and finally understanding
and acceptance. These are
role models for all trans
folks' families. The stories
includes a wide variety of
transgenders - FTM's,
MTF's, cross-dressers,
intersexed, young and older,
married and single, several
from other countries, some
with disabilities. The book is
alredy selling very well and
it is predicted to be a best
seller within the gender com-
munity and gender service
providers.

What Is Marriage For?
by E. J. Graff

iy 0 7 :

E.]. GRAFF

E.J. Graff had a very per-
sonal reason for asking the
question in this book's title:
she was married in 1991,
but in a ceremony legiti-
mized by neither church nor
state. Graff and her dearly
beloved, you see, are lesbi-
ans. But instead of being
dominated by agenda, What
Is Marriage For? is a playful
and informative study of the
institution of wedlock
throughout history. Chapter
by chapter, Graff looks at the
legal, sociological, and an-
thropological assumptions
about money, sex, procrea-
tion, tribal affiliation, and the
pursuit of personal happi-
ness that underlie the con-
cept of matrimony in West-
ern societies. Her eye for the
odd historical footnote is
especially striking: we learn,
for example, that in ancient
Rome, marriage vows were
exchanged by the groom
and his father-in-law, and
that--the assertions of right-
wing fundamentalists not-
withstanding--families were
actually far less stable in the
premodern era (where as
many as 50 percent of all
French children lived with a
stepparent) than they are
today. Graff's conclusion?
The rules of engagement
have fluctuated so wildly
over the centuries that the
term "traditional marriage” is
something of an oxymoron;
same-sex unions are but
one of the many ways in
which marriage has evolved
to meet the changing social
dynamics of the 20th cen-

tury.



Home Truths: Lesbian Mothers Come Out to Their Daughters

compiled by Gloria Kropf Nafziger
Review by Melody Alderwick

As a mother, | know there are resources available
enabling me to talk to my children about drugs,
sex, alcohol, and other issues relevant in our soci-
ety. And when a child comes out, there are re-
sources available that help to promote parent/child
dialogue. But where does a mother go when she is
the one coming out?

Home Truths: Lesbian Mothers Come Out to Their
Daughtersis a fantastic place to start. This anthol-
ogy, compiled by Gloria Kropf Nafziger, relates the
experiences of thirteen different women, including
Nafziger herself.

Each woman relates, in an honest and open fash-
ion, the doubts, fears and questions she has expe-

Click it on.

u In a world
full of

choices

there is one

that shines

brighter than

the others.

We
make the
Internet
simple.

2\
golden

Golden Triangle On Line

No setup fee. Free web browser and email software.
10 megabytes of free space for your personal website.
24 Hour Help Desk support and much more.

Golden Triangie On Line, 276 King Street West,
Kitchener, Ontaric N2G 1B6.
Telephone: 519-576-4649 Toll-Free: 1-888-576-0077
internet: hitp://www.golden.net
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rienced during her unique coming out process, and
how that process has affected her relationship with
her daughter(s).

This book allows us to experience a connection
with the speaker, to reassess our own lives as moth-
ers and as lesbian women, and to delve more deeply
into our relationships with our daughters and with
others. Each woman'’s experience is related so
naturally that many readers will personally empa-
thize and be left with the feeling of honest vulner-
ability clearly felt by each speaker.

The search to find an authentic self in a life that
seems like a lie, followed by the taste of freedom
and its accompanying feeling of self-fulfillment that
rises within when that search has ended is a com-
mon thread that runs throughout the stories of all
of these women.

Gloria Nafziger has put together a book that is
easy to read, and written in everyday language. But
the stories themselves are not an easy read. They
are emotional and full of fears, and doubts and
rejection, the sting of which is soothed by heart-
warming moments of acceptance and love between
mother and daughter.

Gloria Kropf Nafziger is a therapist in
practice in Kitchener.

Individual and Couple
Counselling

Anger Management
LGBT POSITIVE

Susan A. Cox
MASc. (Psychology)

279 Weber Street North,
Suite 102, Waterloo, Ont

Fax.
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

SUNDAYS

Westminster United
Church(an affirming congre-
gation): Services are held each
Sunday at 10:30 am. at 543
Beachwood Dr. in Waterloo.

First Unitarian Congregation
of Waterloo - Open and diverse
congregation respecting a wide vari-
ety of backgrounds and experience.
Christians, Post-Christians, non-
christians, mystics, pagans and hu-
manists - all are welcome. 10:30 Sun-
day mornings. 96 Dunbar Road
South, Waterloo

www.gpcomp.com/waterloounitarian/

Metropolitan Community
Church of Toronto (MCC) 115
Simpson Ave., Toronto, Ontario, M4K
1A1. Phone (416) 466-6228
www.mcctoronto.com

AWARE K-W :Aware K-W. A discus-
sion and support group for gay Chris-
tians, their parents and friends who
have been disillusioned by the
church's often negative approach to
homosexuality. We meet the 4th Sun-
day of every month. For more infor-

mation call Gary at | R or Ada
at
Email [

KW-Friends of Dorothy, 10 Pin
Cosmic Bowling - Sundays at 3:15
pm at Brunswick Bowling Lanes -
Frederick St. Mall. For more
information contact Katherine atiill

I o Mark at [ o
I

See what’s NEW
comprehensive
and convenient
just for you!
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MONDAYS

The Lesbian Discussion
Group meest on the first Monday
of every month, at the Wholistic Health
Shop, 119 King St. W. in Kitchener -
7pm to 9 pm For more information
call
or el
www.thevoice.on.ca
Click on_Lesbian Groups

TUESDAYS

Guelph Queer Equality (GQE)
meets every Tuesday from 7:00 to
9:00 pm in UC536, the University
Centre's Mature Student Lounge at
the University of Guelph. Contact GQE
at: gqe@uoguelph.ca for details.

The Rainbow Community
Conversation Group Now
meets on Tuesdays on the UofW
Campus at 7pm. For more informa-
tion call 884-GLOW.

The Rainbow Parenting Net-
work - A forum for GLBT parents,
parents-to-be, and those considering
parenting. For more information call

743

Tri-Youth Pride - meets the first
and third Tuesday of each month at
Planned Parenthood - 4-6pm. For
more information call Gail at [l

The Voice Magazine On Line

WEDNESDAYS

GLOW's Coming Out Discus-
sion Groups explore issues in
sexual orientation; University of Wa-
terloo, 7:30-9:00 pm. Information:
884-4569. A social gathering
follows the discussion group
weekly from 9pm to 11pm.

Hamilton Coming Out Proud
Discussion Group meets every
first and third Wednesday of each
month. Meetings start at 6:30 pm. Call
us for more details: 905-526-[JJl}

toll-free  1-888-333 JJ -

info@gomorrahs.com

Rainbow Chorus: Holds re-
hearsals every Wednesday Night. The
first rehearsal of the new season is
Wednesday September 6th, 7:30-9:30
pm at the Guelph Unitarian Fellowship,
122 Harris St. at York Rd., Guelph.
For more information call Robert at

I - ——

Discussion Group: A group for
people aged 16-25, sponsored by
ACCKWA and held in Waterloo, 7:00-
9:00 pm. To join, or for more infor-
mation, call ACCKWA at (519) 570-
3687

Women For Sobriety - Create a
New Life, a drug & alcohol addiction
support group for gay women, meets

Wednesdays, 7pm to 8:30pm, Oasis
Club, 146 Wyndham St., Guelph. For
more info, call Marilyn at (519) |l

Alice's Dinner Club, a Hamilton
gay and lesbian group of food
connoisseurs meets every 2nd
Wednesday at 6:15 pm. For
information call Joan/Barb at [l
B o1 Vichae! ot NN
[

THURSDAYS

Hamilton Transsexual Peer
Support Group (FTM - MTF) If
you are post-op or pre-op
transsexual or are dealing with gender
dysphoria, come join this bi-weekly
peer supportgroup. 6:30 pmto 8:30
pm at the Hamilton AIDS Network,
512 James St. N. For further details,
please call (905) 528-0207 ext.43,
ore-mail: htspsg@gto.net
http://home.golden.net/~kcr/
htspsg/htspsg.html

Bl- MONTHLY

PFlag (Parents, Family and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
meets bi- monthly. PFLAG is a
support group for those with an
LGBT family member. Children or
teens with a gay parent(s) may
also seek support from our group.
Call Evie at Il (Kitchener)
or Sue at (519) I (Cam-
bridge) or email them at:
pflag@rainbow.on.ca

Do you have a group that is not listed here? Would you like to

change that? Email us at_or callus at

(519) - Help us keep our community up-to-date!

i B

http://www.thevoice.on.ca
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Check Out our
online Community
Listings Section



COMMUNITY LISTINGS

KITCHENER-
WATERLOO UL
ACCKWA (The Aids Committee = ACGWC (Aids Committee of

of Cambridge, K-W and Area) 85
Frederick St. E., Kitchener, Ont.,
(519) 570-3687

Anselma House: A crisis shel-
ter for abused women with or with-
out children.

24 hour crisis line: (519) 742-
5894

BMC (Brethren Mennonite
Council for Lesbian & Gay
Concerns): A social group that
provides support for Mennonite GLBT
people, their friends and families. Vari-
ous events throughout the year. For
info write PO. Box 43031, Eastwood
Square, Kitchener, ON N2H 659, or
call Colleen at

Coffee Club - If you like to
drink coffee and just chat. For
more information call - Peter at

Global: is available to help
anyone in the Laurier community
who is dealing with LGBT issues.
Staff, students, or faculty can
reach GLOBAL directly at the
club's e-mail address
00global@mach1.wlu.ca Laurier
Peer Help Line 884-PEER.

GLOW Phone Line: 884-
GLOW. Information and peer
support.

K-W Distress Line- (519) 745-
1166

Sexual Assault Center:
KW e (519)741-

Waterloo Region Alliance For
Equal Rights-Kitchener-(519)

743-

Women's Centers: UofWW (519)
888-4567 ext. 3457

WOODS: is a social club for les-
bians in K-W and area. In

Kitchener call Leslie at || N NN

oremail

Want to add a resource?

Contact The Voice today!
groups@thevoice.on.ca

Guelph and Wellingon County) 2
Quebec St, Suite 206, Guelph
Ont., (519) 763-2255

GUELPH QUEER EQUALITY
(GQE) University of Guelph -
gqe@uoguelph.ca

HOWL: Hanging Out With
Lesbians is a social group for
women (lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and gay friendly)
ages 25 and up who are active in
Guelph and area. Women may
contact HOWL through Outline
(519) 836-4550

OUTline: A support and re-
source phone line for people deal-
ing with LGBT issues at the Uni-
versity of Guelph. Phone lines
are closed Wednesays and
Saturdays (for the summer)
Open 7 to 10 pm other evenings.
Call (519) 836-4550.
outline@uoguelph.ca
www.uoguelph.ca/“outline

Rainbow Chorus: is a choir that
performs and will also be hosting
dances for the LGBT community
starting again in September. For
information you can contact Rob-
ert at I or Cory at HI
I http://www.webpoint.net/
“cory

Sexual Assault Center:
Guelplies.. 2a 00 (519)823-

HAMILTON

Alcoholics Anonymous--For
the location and time of the Gay,
Lesbian and Alternative Lifestyles
Group in Hamilton call: (905)
522-8399.

Alternatives for Youth- 126
James St. South, Hamilton - 527-

Anonymous HIV testing by
appointment 905-546-3541--
walk-in sites:YWCA--75 McNab
Street - Wednesdays 4:00 p.m.
- 7:00 p.m. 905-546-3541-
Hamilton General Hospital
Outpatient Dept. Thursdays, 3:00
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 905-546-3541

Community Education 546-
3541 to book a presentation or
consultation

Emmanuel House Palliative
Care Good Shepherd Centres
(905) 308-8401

Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Centre at McMaster University,
Hamilton Hall Room 412 - Call
525-9140, ext. 27397

Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
Youth Line 1-800-268-9688

Gay Fathers Support Group-
3rd Tuesday of each month. For

information Call 522l

Greater Hamilton Gay &
Lesbian Business Association

(905) 526

GLBT Centre at McMaster
Office Hours: Monday to Friday,
9:30 to 4:30 at Hamilton Hall,
Room 412. (905) 525-9140, Ext.
27397 ore-mail:
glbt@msu.mcmaster.ca
Www.msu.mcmaster.ca/services/
glbt/glbt.htm

Hamilton Aids Network -- 528-
0854 Anonymous Testing for HIV
appointment only --546-3541

Hamilton-Wentworth
Regional Police--General
Assistance: 546-4925 Jane
Mulkewich, GLBT Task Force
546-4910 Complaints against
Officers 546-4776 Street Crime/
Hate Crime:  546-3831

Hamilton-Wentworth Regional
Public Health Department-
Sexually Transmitted Disease Services,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 to 5:30 pm. A
walk-in clinic; no Health Card required.
Hamilton General Hospital, Outpatient Clinic

Kindred Spirits:a social and
recreational group for lesbians and
bi-sexual women in the Hamilton/
Burlington/Niagara area. (905) 541-

KindredSpiritsofHamilton@hotmail.com

Narcotics Anonymous
Hamilton: (905) 522-0332
Brantford: (519) 759-2558

St. Catherines: (905) 685-0075

PFLAG--Parents, Family and

Friends of Lesbians & Gays. For
information call 662l
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Sexual Assault Center:
Hamilton .. 5 Sees (905)525-
4162

Sexual Health Information Line
905-528-5894--Confidential telephone
counselling and information provided by a
Public Health Nurse regarding sexual health
ssues--M-F 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m

Street Health Centre-- Wesley
Centre 777-7852

The Golden Horseshoe
Leather Association
(Hamilton) Monthly meetings are held
on the first Wednesday of each month &
thereis a bar night on the second Saturday
of each month. Men interested in the
Leather/ Denim lifestyle are invited to attend

both. For more information email Secretary
- Ron at or phone
(905)

Women's Centre of Hamilton-
75 MacNab Street South,
Hamilton 522-0127

BRANTFORD

A Rainbow of Hope.

Brant County HIV/AIDS Support
Group. Call 753-4937 ext.261 for
information. All calls confidential.

GBLT adult social/support
group of Brantford and area. A
safe place to meet people and be
yourself. call 752-5132 ext.34

GBLT youth support group of
Brantford and area. 753-4937
EXT 261

Pine tree Native Centre Of
Brant Presents: PFLAG...
Parents,Families & friends of
Lesbians & gays Support group
meetings held 3rd Tuesday each
month. 7:00-8:30pm. all welcome.
call 752-5132 ext. 34 for details.

The Coalition for gay, bisexual,
lesbian and transgendered
youth of Brantford and area.
(519)753-4937 ext.261. call and
leave message. All calls will be
returned. We advocate for you.

To find out more information about

anything else happening in

Brantford email:
gbltadultsocialbrant@yahoo.ca

CAMBRIDGE

Sexual Assault Center:
Cambridge...2. il (519)658-
0551
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Classifieds

Community Listings

If you have a group or event that
you would like to have listed in our
Community Listings please let us
know! Likewise if you have any new
information for your group or event
contact us so we can keep things
right up to date.

Or if you'd also like to be listed on
our website:

WHAT DOES
PRIDE MEAN?

FREE GIFTS

Have you ever gone to Pride?
Which ones? What did you think of
them? What did you like? What
would you like to see or do differ-
ently?

The Voice and Waterloo Wellington
Regional Pride want to know what
Pride means and are willing to give
away gifts in order to get your opin-
ion.

In 100 words or less describe
what pride means and receive a
free gift. Simply write or email your
thoughts and ideas about Pride to
the Voice with your name, address
and phone number and you will re-
ceive a free give plus your corre-
spondence will be printed in the
June "Pride" issue of the Voice.

Deadline for all comments is May

15th, 2001. This is your opportu-
nity to tell it like it is.

Raise Your Voice!

32

The Voice Welcomes Your Submissions
If you have something you’d like to submit, please write, email,
or phone us today.
The Voice Magazine
P.O. Box
RPO Evergreen

Kitchener, Ontario

N2MIEB
Phone: (519) | EGEGEN Email:

The Voice Magazine is On Line at:
http://lwww.thevoice.on.ca

VENDORS AT PRIDE 2001 On Line

Waterloo-Wellington Regional Pride is

proud to be able to bring vendors to The Voice Magazine online

our Pride Day for the first time ever. has news, articles, tons of links,
There will be merchandise on sale from our Pride Album, and much

Gomorrah’s, XXXotica, Muses Cafe,
Wholistic Health Juice Bar & Lounge, much more gnd all there for
Magestic Mud and Dream Catchers L LI ASOIYETIERCES
made right on Roos Island and more!
Check back often as we
If you have a product or service you'd keep adding new pages. We
like to sell on Pride Day contact us now want to keep you informed!
about a vendor table.

The Voice Magazine online -

_ community at a glance!

www.rainbow.on.ca/vendors.html

Plegse SUppOfT Voice Classified Ads cost $15.00
our advertisers a month. Advertize your prod-

uct or services to the LGBT
community. Do you have some-
thing you'd like to sell? Are you
looking for that someone special
or want to make new friends or
start a new group? Voice

Classifieds are a great way to
When ﬁ o P urehase let others know about your prod-

@OOdS or Services ﬁ/DVVL uct, service, mechandise for
ouy 010{\/€YJC/LS€VS be sure Sl L yournew. JAp,

to let them Rinow Yyou
saw them in The
Volce!

519) G-

Mailing address is at top of page
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& Juice Bar

119 King Street West,

Kitcllener, Ontario

Katlly Frey
He G C A
519-745-4884
Toll Pree 1-877-357-824

(93]

IHE VOICE
ON-LINE

www.thevoice.on.ca

Don't be left behind.
Check it out!

News

Articles

Information

Pride Album

Community Listings

Media/Speakers Contact

Brad Douglas Sales Rep.
Office: 519-824-9050  Fax: 519-824-5183
Direct Line: _ ext. 218

E-Mail:

25 Waterloo Ave. Guelph Ont.
N1H 3H4

Serving our community
][or 15 years.

PROFESSIONAL FREELANCE WRITER

Editing, Layout Design, and Versatile Writing

QUALITY BOOKLETS AVAILABLE
{ specia/ize mn ]nspirationa/, Se/][—He/p,
and LGBT themed areas
For estimates and rates call 743-5015 or

email info@ajmpublishing.on.ca

WORDSMITH QUALITY WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH
http://www.ajmpublishing.on.ca



www.bluestarweb.on.ca/
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Your Annual Rainbow Directory
iIs now available wherever you
pick up The Voice Magazine!
This directory is also available
in PDF format on your
WWRP website:

www.rainbow.on.ca




