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SOMETHING TO ENVY IN “GAY"” FREEDOM?
by JULIA FEAR

A few yeans ago, 1 was informed by a co-worker and
frniend that Guelph was fast becoming the "gay capital" o4
Ontarnio.

1 wasn't totally unfamilion with the gay community,
having observed the painful experience of a male friend
"ooming out of the closet”, a process not unlike the ex-
haustive struggles of a chick hatching grom an egg or a
buttengly emernging from a chrysalis.

However, the notion that the University of Guelph
might have actually become some sont of homosexual mecca
came as a shock even to me.

Now, g4ive yeans Raten, though 1'm stLL dubious of
Guelph's ability to Live up to this title, (what with the
sEARE stnong ned-neck contingent), 1'd have fo agree that
gays have become a decidedly congident voice in university
Life.

Last semesten, Ain one Lssue of the Ontarion alone, a
homosexual student was offered the opportunity to "Show
and Tell" with the support of other gays at a Guelph Gay
Equality meeting, was encouraged to relieve his on hen
distrness by calling the Gayline, and was invited to a Gay
Dance to be held in town at the U.E.W. hatl.

The Last pernson 1 expected to be at the dance was me.

Yet, there T was, having been invited by a griend who
was a griend of several gay students on campus. Since 1
happen to be of the heterosexual persuasion, 1 approached
the evening with trepidation, though refusal to go neven
occwred to me. 1 just gigured Lt was time to put my money
whene my Libernal mouth was.

Do you want to know what it's £ike to see men sLow
dancing with othen men? To see women gondling and kissing
one anothen? 1'LL bet that even those people who think it's
the epitome of depravity wouldn't mind a Little peep through
the cuntain.

At §ist, you geel self-conscious because you want Lo
nubben-neck Like crazy, but don't want Lo appearn overly in-
quisitive, which of cowwse, you are. Then, as the evening
proghesses, you begin Lo notice that nobody seems to care
whethen you'ne watching them or not. Latern, 4if you're open
to the idea, you might begin to envy them their freedom
nealizing that it's you who arne Amprisoned by your atititude
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toward Lhein sexuality. :

What dawned on me was the difference between the
trhaditional male-female dances 1'd been to and this gathering
Hene, men danced with men, women with women and men with
women, unresiricted and unthreatened. 1In the monre
traditional social setting 1 had always noticed an Am-
plied undercunrnent of viokence. Herne, there was a Liberation
and thwe "galety".

There are numerous theornies as to the causes and efgects
04 homosexuality, all of which Likely contain some validity
and wornth. Howevern, it occwwied to me at that dance that
Aif humans were to evolve into androgenous beings, 4t would
not necessarily be the end of the workd.

In fact, it might even prevent Ait.

JULTA FEAR works at the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH and wiites
a weekly column grom a campus perspective.

Reprinted from the Guelph Mercury - January, 1982.

FOR YOUR LIBRARY

The following publications are now available from C.G.E..
BE INFORMED - send for yours TODAY!

- EQUAL PROTECTION FOR THE GAY MINORITY - A GUELPH
PERSPECTIVE - A brief presented to Ontario Legislators.
Discrimination, denial of health and legal services,
vig]ence and some answers. With case examples. 16 pages
- $3.00

- THE ONTARIO HUMAN RIGHTS OMISSION - By the Coalition
for Gay Rights in Ontario. Quiet Terror. Queerbashing.
The Police. Discrimination. Childhood and Homosexuality.
And more. With lots of actual cases. 32 pages - $3.00

- GAY/POLICE RELATIONSHIP REPORTS - Presents a history of
gay/police probiems since the early 1960's, and argues
for better police training, accountability, etc..

75 pages - $5.00

Please include $1.00 for handling
and send to Box 773, Guelph, Ont
N1H 6L8






